Overview

of the

5th Conference of the S. Asian Zoo Association
for Regional Cooperation, SAZARC

A@ ' iizoo @

held in L ahor e, Pakistan
1-5 December 2004

Participantsand Resour ce Per sonsboth wereinterviewed by the Pressat theL ahoreZootour. Dr. R.K. Sahu,
whowaselected President of SAZARC at theend of themeetingwasparticularly popular.
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Sponsors

2004 SAZARC
SR

The South Asian region isdominated by gover nments with administrative systems
which may not permit themto provide fundsfor foreign travel, foreign conferences,
or the kind of human resource development which comes along with building a
network of enthusiastic zoo professionals. Also, government institutions such as
what control zoos do not provide much flexibility to heads of zoos in terms of
finance or travel.

Therefore, aregional zoo association in South Asia could bea"bear" to fund. Or
it would be, if not for our generousinternational and local sponsors.

We would like to pay a special tribute to our sponsors for the Fifth Annual
Conference of the South Asian Zoo Association for Regional Cooperation.

Inter national sponsorscovered airfares, accomodation, briefing material and some
miscelleanous planning costs. Local sponsors covered all meals, local
transportation, briefcases, and dozens of attractive Pakistan souvenirs featuring
the Lahore Zoo logo.

Thank you to both International and Local Sponsors'!

Raja Javed, Director, Lahore Zoo, Qadeer Mehal, Director, Punjab Wildlife Department

and staff display and put the many souvenir items into participant bags, including a very
attractive gold plated Lahore Zoo pin which will be treasured always.
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Local sponsors

Mr. Kamal Nasir and Mr. Zubair Kakar, Lahore, Pakistan
Mr. Ngjam Latif, Non-official Member, Zoo Management Committee, Lahore Zoo, Pakistan
Mr. RanaHameed, Contractor, L ahore, Pakistan
Mr. Allah Yar Hira, Conservation Breeder, Lahore, Pakistan
Mr. Tarig Bashir Cheema, District Nazim , Bahawal pur, Pakistan
Mr. Ahmad Yar Hirg, District Nazim, Kahnewal, Pakistan
Mr. Malik Zulfigar Ahmad, Distributor, Caltex, L ahore, Pakistan
Mr. Shetkh Ahmad Hassan, Distributor, Shell, Lahore, Pakistan
Mr. Badar Munir, Seasons Canola, Lahore, Pakistan
Mr. Riaz Bottlers, Pepsi Cola, BahriaTown, Lahore, Pakistan
Mr. Sohail Ahmad K hokhar, Paradise Travel s, Jhelum, Pakistan
Management and Professional, Devel opment Department, Pakistan
Mr. Lutfullah Bhali, Construction Company, Pakistan

| nternationa Sponsors

Lord Robin Russal, Woburn Safari, United Kingdom
World Zoo Association of Zoosand Aquariums, Switzerland
North of England Zoological Society (Chester Zoo), UK
Thrigbyhall Wildlife Park, United Kingdom
Apenheul Primate Conservation Trust, Netherlands
Schoenbrunn Zoo, Vienna, Austria
Universities Federation for Animal Welfare, UK
AlertisFund for Bear & Nature Conservation, Netherlands
Metropolitan Toronto Zoo, Canada
North CarolinaZoo, Asheboro, North CarolinaUSA
Disney World, Florida
TheHawk Conservancy Trust, Hampshire, U.K.

East Midlands Zool ogical Society Ltd., TwycrossZoo, U K.
Atherstone, Warwicks
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Above: Greetingold friendsand meeting new ones
--Host RgjaJaved meetsR. K. Sahuina" room
conference" beforethefirst official event.

Right: UzmaKhan (front) flanked by Raja Javed,
Host and Qadeer Mehal Host and SAZARC
President in themeeting beforethemeetingin
Hotel Sunfort.

Somefinal touchesbeforethefirst day of
SAZARC. Micky Sooraenervously looksat his
watch wonderingwhen it will all beover sohe can
gotobed.
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‘I L
Dignitarieson thediasat thelnaugural function of the 5th Annual Conference of the South Asian Zoo

Association for Regional Cooper ation. Audienceisbelow alsowith plenty of dignitaries.

Audienceat thel naugural function of the5th Annual Conference of the South Asian ZooAssociation
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Baob L acy, Chair, Conservation Breeding Specialist Group and Resour ce Per son for the SAZARC Training
on Zoo Population Management givesa" gladtobehere" speech totheassembled inaugural audience.

All officialsand officer sgather for aphoto after thelnaugural. Thelnaugural
waswdl| attended by both officialsand non-officials.
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South Asian Zoo Association for Regional Cooperation SAZARC
5" Annual Conference

RE B G zo0

Today, zoos have an enormousresponsibility because
theseingtitutionsarethe only placeswhere most of the
public can see, hear and smdll livingwild animals.
Althoughtherearemyriad wildlife programmeson
televisonwhich arevery educational, thereisno
subgtitutefor being inthe presence of wild animals. The
wild animalswhich arekept in zoos are ambassadorsfor
their wild counter-partsand zoosaretheir theatre. The
publiclearnswhat they see, and if they seeanimalsbeing
kept badly, they learn thewrong attitudestoward them.
Also, someof thewild animalsbeing kept by zoosare
highly threatened specieslisted onthe [lUCN Red List of
Threatened Animals. Theseanimal shold val uable genetic
materia whichmight berequired for strengtheningwild
populations viareintroduction, or transl ocation.
Conservation scientists can learn alot from the
animalskept in zoosif they are managed well. If they
arenot properly managed intheir breeding, health care,
nutrition and housing, they will not befit for aiding
conservation. Therefore, zoosmust berun asascientific
ingtitutions. That is, inredity, what they are—wild animal
laboratories, but 1aboratorieswhich allow thepublicto
comeand inspect !

Hencethe zoo director'sand other staff’sjobsare not
easy —imagine running a hospital, or space station, or
research laaboratory with thousands of people comingin
every day to seeyour work, bringing their lunchfor a
picnic and in aholiday mood ! Add to this other
problems of management the zoo director and his staff
have!

SAZARC inbrief

The SouthAsian ZooAssociation for Regional
Cooperation (SAZARC) - pronounced "sah-
zark" wasfounded by agroup of zoo directors
from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri
Lankain 2000 in Kathmandu, Nepal. The
meeting was organised by Zoo Outreach
Organisation and hosted by the Central Zoo/
King MahendraTrust for Nature Conservation
and was apioneering event in that zoo personnel
fromfive South Asian countriesmet together for
thefirst time. SAZARC hasmet every year
since2000indifferent South Asian countries
and also oncein Maaysiatojoinwith the South
East Asian ZooAssociation. SAZARC applied
for and was awarded membershipinthe
prestigeous World Associ ation of Zoosand
Aquariainthesummer of 2004. SAZARCis
administered from the offices of theZoo
Outreach Organisationand Wildlifelnformation
Liaison Development which aso hostsseverdl
IUCN Species Survival Commission speciaist
groupsand regional networks, providing
vauablelinking, training and educational
advantagesfor the SouthAsian Zoo
Association.

SAZARC sintended to givethe zoo personnel aforum to discusstheir problemsand find solutions.

Today, because of theimmense responsibility of zoos, the World Association of Zoosand AquariumsWAZA has
requested the zoosto organi ze themsel vesinto national and regional associations, and to apply for membershipin
theworld zoo organisation. Thisyear, SAZARC, applied for and was amost unanimously el ected to membership

intheWorld Association of Zoosand Aquariums. Thisisagreat honour but also atremendousresponsbility.

WAZA hasavery strict Code of Welfare and Ethics and membership i s contingent on azoo association requiring

high standardsfrom itsmembers. Thereisno doubt that the zoos of South Asiacan riseto thischallengeand

SAZARCwill hedpthem.
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After Inaugura aspecia lunch at thevenuewasenjoyed by dl.
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Every year, training isorganized during the SAZARC conference. Topics have ranged from Zoo Education,
Welfareand Ethics, Zoo Management for Welfareand Conservation, Nutrition and Zoo Design. Thisyear it was
Z00 Population Management and Zoo Nuitrition. In addition to thetrai ning there were parti cipants presentations

about the problemsand potentia of their zoo and discussion of SAZARC businessincluding theWorld Zoo and

Aquarium Conservation Strategy.

InTaipel, Taiwan, during the meeting of theWorld Association of Zoosand Aquaria, anew World Zoo and
Aquarium Conservation Strategy was approved by theWorld Zoo Association. Inthe SAZARC meeting, several
working sessionsweredevoted to plan how SAZARC, individua zoo associationsand evenindividual ingtitutions
can usethis Strategy to createan Action Plansfor thenext few years. Thiswasthefirst regiona zoo association
to meet and discussthis strategy sinceits passage, and we got avery good output from thisexercisewhichis
included e sewhereinthisissue.

Preceeding this conference, therewas atwo day meeting of the [lUCN SSC Conservation Breeding Specialist
Group and Reintroduction Specialist Group led by the Chairs of these groups. They have come out with some
useful recommendationswhich havea so beenincludedinaReportinthisissue.  Sponsorship of thisworkshop
wasfrom both loca andinternationa sourcesequaly whichisanother step towards SAZARC sustainability.

Despitegrest inconvenience and even hardship dueto westher conditionsand delayed flightsrepresentativesfrom
8 countriesgathered for the meeting, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, UAE, UK and
USA without complaint. Participantsand Resource Personswerejust happy to have come.

Resource personsfor the SAZARC training were: Dr. Miranda Stevenson, Director, Britishand Irish Association
of Zoosand Aquaria, Dr. Bob Lacy, Chairman, Conservation Breeding Specialist Group. Dr. Ellen Dierenfelt
who wasto |ead the Nutrition component of thetraining was unableto come, sadly, but thetraining went onwith
local resource persons, e.g. MsUzmaKhan who gave an overview of Zoo Nutritionin order to insurethat
peoplewho were not present in the previousworkshop could catch up and also served asareview for others.
AlsotherewasDr. R. K. Sahu speaking on the handrearing of carnivores, Dr. Jayanthi Alahakoon, speaking on
how she used the Nuitrition training to make variousdietsfor her zoo animalsin Nationa Zoo, Dr. Geetha
Seshamani who spoke on the nutritional plan used for theAgraBear Centrein India. Wewill be publishinga
special issue on these presentations and the output of the research done by participantsfrom last SAZARC
meeting to the present SAZARC mesetinginApril or May. Ellenisintouchwith usandwill help usput the
information collected into the Zoo* trition format so that an ongoing Nutrition Handbook for South Asiacan
becomearedlity.

Report -- day by day
Generally the Programme of 5th Annual SAZARC Conference conducted from 1-7 December 2004 by the
L ahore Zoo/Punjab WL Department at the comfortable and elegant Sunfort Hotel, Lahore went asfollows.

First December, 2004 (Wednesday — Day 1)

Inaugural Session,, Registration and seating of Participants, Recitation from the Holy Quran, WelcomeAddress
by Abdul Qadeer Mehal President, SAZARC, Addressesby Capt. (Retd) Iftikhar Ahmad Rao, Director
Genera, Wildlife& Parks, Punjab, RgjaM uhammad Javed, Director, Lahore Zoo, Sally Walker, Director
(SAZARC) & Founder, ZOO, Addressby Secretary, Forest, Wildlife & Fisheriesand Chief Guest Address.
Thetraining began right after tea.cons sting of presentations on Zoo Popul ation Management Systemsby Dr.
Miranda Stevenson and Species Management by Dr. Robert C. Lacy. After lunch and some participant
presentations there was avisit of Lahore Zoo, shopping and agaladinner at the zoo.
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A tour of Jallo Park , just
outsdeLahoreincluded a
vigttotheanimal enclosures,
the museum and anight of
dancing (for themen,

anyway!)

Qadeer Mehal, who
devel oped Jallo Park, which
isboth azoo/ safari and a
breeding centre, explains
someof itspointsto

participants.

Zoo Directorsdancing. No
ladiesallowed! whichirritated
some of themto no end.
Nontheless, agood timewas
had by al listeningtothe
popular Pakistani musicand
eating theexcd lent food
provided. Photosby ZOO.
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On the 2nd December, 2004 (Thursday - Day 2) Dr. Miranda Stevenson kicked off with apresentation on
Ethicsand Welfarefollowed by Dr. Bob Lacy on Genetic Concernsin SpeciesManagement. Mirandaa so
presented on Regional, National, & Institutional Planning and after lunch Bob explained Demographic and
Genetic Methods of Management. Therest of the day was devoted to participant presentationswith dinner at the
beautiful Shalimar Gardens.

Thethird day, 3 December, 2004 (Friday - Day 3), Dr. Miranda Stevenson presented on Studbook

M anagement with a Case Study of Sloth Bear. Bob gave apresentationon ISISand ZIM S, Record Keeping
which, along with the Primate Taxonomy presentation given later by Sanjay, inspired participantsto select Record
Keeping and Taxonomy for next year'straining theme. Morework was done on studbooksand therewasa
working group session on theWorld Zoo & Aquarium Conservation Strategy, led by Miranda Stevenson.

After lunchwewent to the Jallo Park just near to L ahore and saw both on siteand off exhibit breeding facilities
followed by an excellent entertainment and dinner in ahugetent at the park.

On 4 December, 2004 (Saturday —Day 4) Mirandaled working groups on species coordinationn and collection
planning with groups on mammals, birdsand reptiles. Thiswasfollowed by another session of theWorld Zoo and
Aquarium Conservation Strategy and participant presentations. Participants enjoyed more shopping after closing
the session at 7 pm and agaladinner on the roof of Cuckoo's Den, aunigque and excellent restaurant in
Lahore.

Thelast day on’5 December, 2004 (Sunday - Day 5) the whole morning was spent on the Nutrition component
of thetraining with presentationsby UzmaKhan, R.K. Sahu, Geetha Seshamani and Jayanthi Alahakoon. This
wasfollowed by thefinal participant presentationsand along bus ness sessionincluding Committee Reportsand
discussion of new committees, Resol utions, etc. after lunch. An emotiona Vaidictory was conducted with many
complimentsand thanks. The owner of the Sunfort presented each participant with abeautiful plagquein honour of
their work for their zoo community. Participants presented Sally Walker alovely engraved tray for her work in
assisting SAZARC get membershipin WAZA. Participantswere given beautiful colour certificates. Thefinal
dinner of the conference washeld at the elegant Gymkhana Club.

The planned tour to Lal SonhanraNational Park could not be held due to aconflict of appointmentsat the
park itself and some participantstravel scheduleswhich would not have allowed sufficient timeto return.
Instead, the morning of the 6th December, participantswere taken on atour of the many historical placesin
Lahoreitself which was most exciting and worthwhile. Lunch was at the L ahore Zoo where participants
could spend the afternoon if they choseto do so or go for more shopping or sightseeing. The 7th December
thewhole group took afield trip to the amazing salt range near |slamabad, ahome cooked lunch at a
government guest house, and some historical sitesof Hindu temples. A tired but happy group returned the
same night, too tired for dinner, and flew out the following day. Many participants flew through Karachi
where Mansoor Qazi entertained them at the Karachi Zoo and the Karachi Safari Park.

Weare highly indebted to our gracious, resourceful, cregtive, generous, patient and above all humourousand
affectionate hosts, Mr. Qadeer Mehal and RajaJaved. We al so thank superior officer Capt. (Retd) Iftikhar
Ahmad Rao, Director Generd, Wildlife & Parks, Punjab, without whose cooperation and good will, the
conference could not have taken place. A specia thanksal so to the World Wide Fund for Nature Pakistan and its
Director, Dr. Ali Habib and Conservation Biologist Ms. UzmaKhanwho wereinvolved in the conferencefrom
the start and provided much cooperation, sponsorship and assistance.

Note : For details of Working Groups, presentations and discussions described in this Overview Report,
please refer to the other files which contain the Working Group Reports and Power Point Presentations.
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World Zoo and Aquarium
Conservation Strategy WZACS
providesfodder for aSAZARC
Action Plan on Education and
Training Chapter. SAZARC was
probably thefirst regional zoo
association to use the strategy for
actionplanning. It hadn't even
been printed! The WZACSwas
approved in the World Zoo
Association meeting heldin
Taipei, Taiwan in November.
Qadeer Mehal, Brij Rg] Sharma,
(Member Secretary, Central Zoo
Authority, and HANT Perera
attended the meeting and
contributed to thereview of the

strategy.

Miranda Stevenson, who
coordinated thewriting of the
WZACSwasaprimary
resource person for the
SAZARC Training and
introduced the WZACStopics
to be covered in the Working
Groups. Mirandawas
Resource Personinthe
SAZARC meseting heldin
Bangladesh also andisa
popular resource and friend
for SAZARC members.

et

Sally Walker, who authored a Chapter of
the WZACS (Chapter 9: Partnerships
and Politics along with ateam of zoo

personnel from all over the world.
explainstheideaof using theWorld
Z00 and Aquarium Conservation
Strategy to makeanAction Planfor
SAZARC tofollow, chapter by chapter.
Seetheoutput of the Working Groups
for each chapter and as acombined
document edited by SAZARC

Administrative officein the next section

of thisreport .
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5" Annual Conference & Workshop of the

South Asian Zoo Association for Regional Cooperation
01-07 December 2004
Lahore, Pakistan

List of Participants

Afghanistan

Mr. Mohammed Fazil
Education Officer

Kabul Municipality, Cultural Department

Kabul Zoo, Deh Mazang
Kabul, Afghanistan

Bangladesh

Dr. Md. Salim Igbal
Veterinary Surgeon
Dhaka Zoo, Mirpur
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Mr. Md. Abdur Razzaque Miah
Silicon Palace-6B

8/3 Block A

Lalmatia, Dhaka

Bangladesh

Mr. Md. Mafizur Rahman
Curator

Dhaka Zoo, Mirpur
Dhaka, Bangladesh

India

Dr. Bishan Singh Bonal

Director, National Zoological Park
Mathura Road

New Delhi

New Delhi 110 003, India

Dr. B.A. Daniel

Scientist

Zoo Outreach Organisation

No.29/1, Bharathi Colony, POB 1683
Peelamedu

Coimbatore 641 004, T.N., India

Dr. Ganesh Kumar Dubey
Sr. Veterinary Officer I/c Education
Maitri Baag Zoo, Sector 8
Bhilai 490 008, Chhattisgarh, India

Mr. Brij Kishore Gupta

Scientist, Central Zoo Authority

Bikaner House, Barrack No.4

Shajahan Road, New Delhi 110 011, India

Mr. Sanjay Molur
Deputy Director, Zoo Outreach Organisation
No.29/1, Bharathi Colony, POB 1683
Peelamedu

Coimbatore 641 004, T.N., India

Dr. R.K. Sahu

Zoo Superintendent

Kamala Nehru Zoological Garden
Kankaria, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 380008,
India

Mr. Kartick Satyanarayan

Chairman & Field Worker, Wildlife S.0.S.
D-210, Defence Colony

New Delhi 110 024, India

Ms. Geeta Seshamani
Chairperson, Wildlife S.0.S.
D-210 Defence Colony

New Delhi 110 0024, India

Ms. Sally Walker

Patrol and Administrator, SAZARC
Founder/Hon. Director

Zoo Outreach Organisation

No.29/1, Bharathi Colony, POB 1683
Peelamedu

Coimbatore 641 004, T.N., India

Mr. S.K. Sinha

Director, Nandankanan Zoological Park
Mayur Bhawan

Janpath, Saheed Nagar

Bhubaneswar 751007, Orissa

India

Mr. C.S. Yalakki

Director, Museums & Zoos
Thiruvananthapuram 695 033, Kerala
India



Nepal

Mr. Ravi Sharma Aryal
Wildlife CITES Lawyer
Ministry of Law & Justice
Ga-2-411, Dhobidhara
Kathmandu, Nepal

Pakistan

Ch. Shafqgat Ali
Deputy Director
Wildlife Rawalpindi
Pakistan

Mr. Zulfigar Ali

District Wildlife Officer
Bahawalpur

Pakistan

Mr. Riaz Ahmad
Assistant Director
Wildlife Breeding Farm
Lahore, Pakistan

Mian Muhammad Ajmal
Deputy Director
Wildlife Bahawalpur
Pakistan

Ch. Muhammad Akbar
Deputy Director
Wildlife Sciences
Gatewala Faisalabad
Pakistan

Mr. Muhammad Naseem Akhtar

Deputy Director
Wildlife
Lahore, Pakistan

Dr. Amir

Deputy District Officer
Safari, Karachi
Pakistan

Dr. Muhammed Arif
Assistant Director
Hyderabad Zoo, Pakistsan

Dr. Muhammad Irshad Arshad
Assistant Director

Wildlife Gatwala Faisalabad
Pakistan

Mr. Aurangzeb

Deputy Director

Capital Development Authority
Islamabad, Pakistan

Mr. Hussain Bukhsh Bhaagat
Deputy Director

Wildlife Sukkla

Pakistan

Mr. Zahid Farooq
District Wildlife Officer
Vehari, Pakistan

Mr. Anwar Hussain Gill
Curator
Bahawalpur Zoo, Pakistan

Mr. Mazhar Hussain

D.G. Environment

Capital Development Authority
Islamabad, Pakistan

Agha Ezaz Ibrahim
Deputy Director
Head Quarters
Pakistan

Mr. Safdar Khan
District Forest Officer
Wildlife, Mansehra
Pakistan

Hana Shahbaz Khan

Deputy Director

Wildlife Research/Gujranwala Region
Lahore, Pakistan

Dr. Muhammad Kazim
Deputy District Officer
Karachi Zoo, Pakistan

Ms. Uzma Khan

Senior Education Officer

World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan
60 Bazar Road, Sector G-6/A

Civic Centre, Islamabad

Pakistan

Miss. Bushra Khan
Education Officer
Lahore Zoo, Pakistan



Mr. Muhammad Mazhar Imtiaz
Assistant Director

Wildlife

Gujranwala

Pakistan

Mr. Nasar Hayat
Assistant Director
Murree Wildlife Park
Pakistan

Dr. Muhammad Latif
V.R.I.
Lahore, Pakistan

Mr. Abdul Shakoor Manj
Assistant Director
Wildlife

Lahore, Pakistan

Mr. Muhammad Anwar Maan
Assistant Director

Planning

Lahore, Pakistan

Malik Muhammad Mumtaz
Conservator

Wildlife Peshawar
Pakistan

Mr. Muhammad Yousaf Paul
Deputy Director

Publicity Cell

Lahore, Pakistan

Mr. Muhammad Mansoor Qazi
Director, Karachi Zoo

Nishter Road

Karachi 3, Pakistan

Mr. Muhammad Nadeem Qureshi

Assistant Director
Wildlife Sali Range
Jehlum, Pakistan

Mr. Sharif-Ud-Din
Assistant Conservator
Forest Balochistan
Pakistan

Syed Zafar-Ul-Hussain Shah
Deputy Director

Woodland Wildlife Park
Lahore, Pakistan

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Saeed
Assistant Director

Wildlife

Faisalabad, Pakistan

Dr. Muhammad Nasir Saleem
Deputy Director
Lahore Zoo, Pakistan

Mr. Naveed Tariq
District Wildlife Officer
Rahim Yar Khan
Pakistan

Sri Lanka

Dr. (Mrs.) Jayanthi Alahakoon
Vet. Surgeon

Zoological Gardens of Sri Lanka
Anagarika Dharmapala Mawatha
Dehiwala, Sri Lanka

Mrs. Renuka Bandaranayake
Asst. Director

Zoological Gardens of Sri Lanka
Anagarika Dharmapala Mawatha
Dehiwala, Sri Lanka

Mr. Athulath Mudaliga Nadun Kyshan
Asst. Curator

Zoological Gardens of Sri Lanka
Anagarika Dharmapala Mawatha
Dehiwala, Sri Lanka

Resource Person

Dr. Miranda F. Stevenson
Director, Zoo Federation
Regent’s Park

London NW1 4RY, U.K.

Dr. Bob Lacy, Chairman

Conservation Breeding Specialist Group
12101, Johnny Cake Ridge Road

Apple Valley, MN 55124-8151

USA



