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Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW) 
The Universities Federation for Animal Welfare is an internationally recognized scientific 
and educational charity concerned with the welfare of animals.  UFAW brings science into 
its approach to animal welfare. UFAW’s many activities include research on laboratory 
animals with an aim to find ways to conduct medical research with minimum discomfort to 
the animals.  UFAW’s focus is on domestic, wild and laboratory animals.  Founded in 1926, 
UFAW conducts symposia, workshops, and research,  produces texts, technical reports and 
a journal on animal welfare.   
 
Zoo Outreach Organisation (ZOO)  
ZOO was founded in 1985 because the potential of zoos in India was not being fully 
recognised and thus required a positive and constructive promoter.  ZOO provides services 
for zoos throughout South Asia, including a monthly magazine (ZOOS’ PRINT) a regional 
association.  ZOO and its companion organization WILD hosts and runs networks of field 
biologists for a range of neglected taxon groups.  ZOO founded the first IUCN SSC CBSG 
network, CBSG India and later expanded into CBSG South Asia.  ZOO also hosts the Zoo 
Educator Network ZEN (below).  ZOO and WILD have conducted dozens of training courses 
in different states and countries and brought out many publications of packets, books, 
posters and other educational material. 
 
Wildlife Information Liaison Development (Society)  
WILD was founded to generate and look after in situ conservation programmes and assist 
ZOO with some of their projects.  WILD also initiates and conducts a variety of research 
activities and a variety of other projects as well.  WILD looks after the taxon networks 
along with ZOO and is deeply involved with CBSG, South Asia and a South Asian branch of 
the IUCN SSC Reintroduction Specialist Group.  WILD also hosts an India branch of the 
exciting new organsation, AZE or Alliance for Zero Extinctions.  The Journal of Threatened 
Taxa was started by WILD and has become one of the most up and coming new scientific 
wildlife journals in the world. 
 
Z.O.O. and W.I.L.D. host several important IUCN groups, taxonomically-themed 
international NGO’s, focused on the more neglected, highly speciose taxon groups, such as 
Invertebrates, Amphibians, Reptiles, Bats, Rodents and Insectivores, and Primates. Web 
sites of ZOO/WILD: www.zooreach.org, www.zoosprint.org, www.threatenedtaxa.org, 
www.pterocount.org, www.southasiantaxa.org, www.southasianprimatenetwork.org,  
 
ZOO's Educator Network ZEN 
ZEN is hosted by ZOO and has members from all South Asian Countries.  Over 250 zoo 
and natural history museum directors, forest and wildlife officers, conservation and 
environment NGO’s, teachers and students from India are members of ZEN and work with 
us to develop and disseminate education. ZOO along with ZEN develops much educational 
material for all target groups; making use of scientific facts about species and their 
habitats from workshops we conduct involving indigenous scientists. 
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Introduction

Conservation Welfare

Conservation  = Saving kinds (species) of living things
Wildlife   = wild animals and plants
Welfare   = literally, “faring well” or living in good way
Well-being   = free of neglect, abuse, stress, distress deprivation; 
   basic needs satisfied, comfort, contentment, general good…

Conservation welfare is a relatively new terminology which addresses concerns 
that certain conservation practices may be in conflict with animal welfare.

Animal welfare has been around for a long time and historically focuses on 
domestic animals, not wildlife.  In the twentieth and now twenty-first century 
however, with the growing attention to shrinking habitat and declining species 
and populations, wildlife and habitat is much more likely to be taken up by 
human beings, but for the sake of saving or conserving it.  This is the case 
whether we are talking about wildlife in the wild or wildlife in captivity.

Zoo Outreach Organisation evolved the term “Conservation Welfare” from its 
use of the term “Wildlife Welfare” which we started using almost without 
noticing that it is a very apt terminology.  In creating educational material we 
felt it was important to teach children about animal welfare but the only animals 
we deal with are wild animals.  So we started using the name “wildlife welfare” 
and “conservation welfare” was a natural follow up.  For a while we thought we 
were the inventors of these terms and we told so by colleagues like Suzie 
Bordman, Director of Twycross Zoo, Veterinary doctor and long time animal 
welfare advocate.  But! Imagine our surprise when we saw the Proceedings of a 
symposium on “Conservation Welfare” by UFAW and later the number of hits of 
conservation welfare articles on google as well as other symposia similarly 
named.  So maybe we didn’t invent it but we like to think we are helping to 
define it but promoting it in different contexts and by using it with youngsters 
and teachers.  We have conducted workshops in Conservation Welfare, used the 
term in a number of booklets and packets and brought out a brief hard copy 
teacher guide.

Now we have created a manual focusing on Conservation Welfare for educators.  
We found that we could include material we developed even before we started 
using the term since we have been seized of the need to promote kind 
treatment of wildlife on all levels.. science, research, recreation, field projects, 
reintroduction, zoo management, etc.
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This Manual provides and extensive variety of booklets, teaching guides, 
projects, games, drama power points etc. so that teachers and other educators 
can pick and choose what is appropriate for them.  In some games you can 
switch species or themes and create your own game.  You are welcome to use 
the printed material including all the artwork if you credit Zoo Outreach 
Organisation, as well as the Power Point presentations.  If you would like to get 
the camera ready copy of any material, you can order them from Zoo Outreach 
Organisation on payment basis, or you can download a variety of items from our 
website.

We hope you enjoy going through this Manual, released on Day 1 of the 57th 
year of Indian Wildlife Week which is perhaps one of the most successful 
ongoing educational wildlife events in the world.

Best wishes,

The ZOO Crew

ZOO CREW -- From left to right -- Marimuthu, Brawin, Pravin, Ravindran, Daniel, 
Ravi, Arul, Radhika, Geetha, Sarojamma, Latha, Keerthi, Priyanka, Sally, Sanjay
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ZOO & WILD
Educator Resource Manual

Teaching Conservation Welfare for 
Captive and Free Living Wildlife

Conservation welfare - the securing of welfare or 
well-being for wildlife, either in situ or ex situ while 
undertaking the conservation of species and their 
habitats.  
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Conservation Welfare 

Conservation  = saving kinds (species) of living things
Wildlife     = wild animals and plants
Welfare   = literally, “faring well” or living in a good way 
Well-being   = free of neglect, abuse, stress, distress deprivation; 
   basic needs satisfied, comfort, contentment, 
   general good . . .

Conservation Disciplines
There are different branches of expertise in conservation that have come 
about in the last decade or more, e.g., Conservation Education, 
Conservation Medicine, 
Conservation Biology and 
Conservation Welfare.  

Conservation Education is a field of 
education which teaches all ages 
and levels of people about the 
importance of natural resources, 
from soil to plants to animals, etc., 
and how to conserve them.  
Conservation education helps 
people understand how these 
resources make up ecosystems, 
how they interact with one another, 
and how we interact with them.  People develop understanding of how 

nature works and encourages them act 
to responsibly so they can conserve 
these valuable and lifesaving products 
of nature.
 
Conservation Medicine is a relatively 
new field about the relationship 
between human and animal health, and 
environmental conditions.  
Environmental catalysts of medical 
problems are complicated, international 
and not yet understood.  It brings 
together a wide range of experts to 
tackle the clinical diseases that we 
know exist as well as emerging 
diseases.   
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Conservation biology studies the nature and status of biodiversity in 
order to prevent the extreme pace of extinction in species, habitats, and 
ecosystems.  It utilises  science, economics, and natural resource 
management in order to maintain valuable species and populations.

Conservation psychology is the scientific study of the reciprocal 
relationships between humans and the rest of nature, with a particular 
focus on how to encourage conservation of the natural world. It seeks to 
understand why humans hurt or help the environment and what can be 
done to change such behavior. Conservation psychologists use their 
abilities in "greening" psychology and make society ecologically 
sustainable. 

Conservation welfare - securing welfare 
for wildlife, either in situ or ex situ 
while undertaking the conservation of 
species and their habitats.   

All of these branches have wildlife 
conservation as their primary focus 
along with their discipline. 
“Conservation Welfare” is the newest of 
these (~2005) and not yet fully 
defined. That is the purpose of this 
booklet … to introduce you to this and the other, older, fields to deepen 
your understanding of conservation generally.  

Although the term “Conservation Welfare” has not been in general use 
for long, wildlife biologists, wildlife scientists and field wildlife 
researchers have been aware of potential and actual anomalies that 
have or might come up between conservation and welfare.  Today 
wildlife declines and dangers have escalated and more and more 
dramatic measures are contemplated for trying to save species, such as 
breeding wild animals in captivity for release in the wild, relocating wild 
animals to better quality habitats when human presence deteriorates 
wild areas, translocating wild males to different localities to extend the 
gene pool.  All of these are or lead to forms of reintroduction for the 
purpose of conservation upon which wildlife scientists have commented 
that welfare may be compromised. Reintroduction is just one of the 
among many activities that may create a nexus between wildlife 
conservation and the welfare of individuals and groups.
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Conflict between Conservation and Welfare
In 2010 the Universities Federation for Animal Welfare conducted one of 
the first conservation welfare symposiums to seriously address the 
concept.  The quotes below are from the symposium and represent much 
of what was said, e.g., there there is a sort of conflict between 
conservation and welfare that needed to be acknowledged and fixed. 

In 1995 Ben Beck wrote :  In preparing captive living animals for life in 
the wild, concerns for welfare and conservation may collide.  

In 2010 in an article entitled “The Conservation-welfare nexus in 
reintroduction programs”, RR Swaisgood said: “Since reintroduction 
programs involve moving animals from captive or wild environments and 
releasing them into novel environments, there are sure to be challenges 
to the welfare of the individuals involved.  

In 2010, in Toward a synthesis of conservation and animal welfare 
science, D.Fraser opined :  Conservation biology and animal welfare 
science ... many areas of existing or potential overlap. Policies and 
practices targeting either conservation or animal welfare may not work 
unless they take account of both areas of concern. 

All above from the UFAW Symposium published in  Animal Welfare 
2010, 19, ISSN 0962-7286.
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Both captive and wild agencies represented by zoos, breeding centres, 
government departments, university research programmes and many 
others are trying to save species and habitats.  Wild animals are, of 
course, very sensitive and do not speak our language, so trying to 
manage them is a challenge.  Sometime there is no recourse but to put 
them through some discomfort, both mental and physical, to situate 
them where they will be safe.  Sometimes in trying to carry out 
conservation activities, practitioners overlook the sensitivity and 
characters of wildlife and subject them to unnecessary discomfort. 

Conservation welfare is a discipline that focuses on how NOT to do 
that.

Zoo conservation efforts 
Zoos, at least good, well-intentioned zoos, are truly dedicated to wildlife 
conservation and also conservation welfare.  They do not want their 
animal to suffer and take much care to see that they are not in danger 
or discomfort.  Unfortunately these dedicated zoos are in a minority in 
the world.  But even these zoos, in trying to make a strong statement 
contribution to conservation, make mistakes with every intention of 
saving species.  Conservation activities like reintroducing wild animals 
that were born or for some other reason kept in captivity often hit snags 
due to details that were not considered.  Under Case studies are two 
examples of innocent mistakes that were overlooked and could have 
ended in disaster.  They were discovered in time and are good lessons.

Zoos’ contributing to extinction 
There are many, many more dysfunctional zoos than there are good 
zoos...many thousands in fact.  Some of these dysfunctional zoos are 
run by people who are really trying to have a good zoo, but they don’t 
understand some of the ethics and principles that should be applied to 
zoos and they don’t seem to understand that their level of expertise 
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cannot cover managing just any species.  Several zoos in South Asia 
are in the habit of ordering nice animals over and over again, as if 
there were an unlimited supply.  They cannot breed these animals and 
even keep them alive or even comfortable. 

One zoo we know sends a trapper up to the mountains every year to 
capture the rare and beautiful Pallas’s cats, taking sometimes more 
than six cats.  The animals suffer in their cages, 
freezing because they don’t  have 
sufficient space to exercise and keep 
warm, and also because they are 
not getting enough to eat.  They 
are “disposable” cats. No 
chance of conservation welfare 
here!

The same zoo and similar ones 
nearby insists on having an 
elephant, even though they 
have to keep these sensitive animals chained continuously and do not 
have the skills to keep it in good health, or even alive. Another zoo in 
South Asia which recently ordered over 250 exotic animals from 
around the world by instruction of their highest government 
authorities. Every other year they do so, without care that 95% of the 
animals are dead within months.  Clearly this is the opposite of 
Conservation or Conservation Welfare.  The truly shocking thing about 
these zoos is that if you ask them what is the purpose of their zoo, 
they will honestly say, as if you are a nutcase ...”why, its 
conservation!”.

Field conservation
•  Sometimes field biologist legitimately have to collect and kill animals 
so they can have a sample of new species, or uncertain identification, 
etc.   Wildlife science (or, conservation biology) helps wild animals in 
the long term.  However, when they kill the animal they must do so in 
the quickest and least painful manner.  They must also refrain from 
killing more animals than they need.  This is also conservation welfare 
practice ... providing scientific information for the long term survival of 
species but with compassionate and discipline in killing for the 
individuals.
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Field biologists legitimately need to trap small animals so they can study 
them up close.  In order to do this in terms of conservation welfare, the 
field biologist must make sure to use box traps that do not harm the 
animal and also that the animals do not stay long in their traps.  If the 
animals are trapped at night as that is when they move about, the field 
biologist must make sure he reaches the site early morning.  This is to 
insure that the animal does not starve or become overheated in the 
metal box.  Field biologists have to keep careful records of when and 
where they set their box traps.  If they do so, they are practicing 
conservation welfare.

•  Field biologists sometimes do not want to go through the motions 
required to conduct their studies in the most compassionate way possible 
and at the same time get an accurate result.  Blowing up streams with 
dynamite is easier than catching fish in order to get a population count, 
but it is beyond necessity, and it is certainly not Conservation welfare.  

Case Studies 

Musk Deer Breeding Centre
In a remote hill area of north India the forest department of the state set 
up a Musk deer breeding centre with an idea of breeding the rare Musk 
deer and then releasing them to wild. Each Musk deer had its own 
naturalistic living spaceenclosed by chain mesh.   Every day a zookeeper 
would approach the enclosed area with a giant basket full of wild flowers 
which is a favourite food of Musk deer.  The zookeeper had keys that 
rattled as he entered alerting the deer to the treat.  The keeper unlocked 
every living area and dumped a pile of 
wild flowers in each one.  The deer 
were not afraid of him.  Can you 
imagine what would happen after 
the deer were transferred from the 
centre to the wild.  They were accustomed 
to people and when poachers entered the 
forest the deer would not be so likely to run 
from them.  They associated people with food.  
Animals destined for release to the wild need to be 
wary of human beings in their new area … they 
have to be trained to be frightened of man.  That 
sounds mean in a way but it is actually the right 
thing to do for the safety and welfare of the 
animals.
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Red Wolves 
In USA zoos holding Red Wolves put together a reintroduction project in 
the wolves’ native state and transported them to a holding facility in the 
release area. While they were in the zoo they had a special area where 
human beings didn’t go.   In the wild facility also, every effort was made 
to stay out of the wolves way. They didn’t want to acclimate the wolves to 
friendly human beings.  They had a mechanical system for delivering the 
food so the wolves could not see or hear the keepers. However, the daily 
fresh meat had to be delivered there and the wolves learned that when 
they heard the truck noise coming down the dirt road, dinner was on the 
way. Unless they were retrained, the wolves would identify a truck as 
source of food.  In their release area 
there was a highway where trucks 
frequently passed… the wolves 
would almost surely run to them.  
Thus the wolves were spoiled for 
the project.  The animals can 
survive in the wild only if they 
avoid human presence. Training 
animals to be wild after captivity may be 
very difficult … but if it will save the 
species of Red Wolves, it is 
Conservation Welfare.

Sloth Bear Salvation
Sloth Bears in India were caught as tiny cubs and raised like unwanted 
orphans by people who were exploiting them.  An ancient community 
called “Kalandars” made their living by performing trained “dancing bears” 

to people in towns, cities and on 
the roads to see for money.  They 
continued this way of life for 
centuries and the bears suffered 
a lot.

They made a hard life for the 
bears and often needed 
replacements.  They contracted 
with “go-to” men who went into 
the forests where they knew 
Sloth bears could be found and 
kidnapped the Sloth Bear cubs; 
they killed the enraged mother 
bear and sometimes the father 
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bear.  The men sold the bear cubs 
to Kalandars who punched a hole 
in the bear’s nose and attached a 
string to begin their training.  
They went from place to place 
displaying the “dancing bears” 
which were made to dance on hot 
streets.  Mother and Father bears 
having been killed and their 
offspring put into service without 
being permitted to breed resulted 
in a sharp decrease in Sloth 
bears.  It became a wildlife 
conservation issue.

Animal Welfare organizations with 
interest also in wildlife 
conservation provided a means 
for stopping this cruel practice. 
They searched for the Kalandar 
families and interviewed them.  They learned that the Kalandars also had 
hard lives but continued the dancing bear trade because they knew no 
other way. The welfare organizations offered the Kalandars help if they 
turned over their bears to them and sign a paper promising never again 
to work Sloth Bears.     They provided training and helped the Kalandars 
set up a normal business.  

Sometimes the Kalandars failed in business but were given another 
chance. SOS Wildlife  created bear parks for the mistreated bears 
because having lived with human beings, they could never be wild again.  
Now, there are very few Kalandars pursuing this cruel profession.  They 
have been rehabilitated and are working like normal people.  Now the 
Sloth bear populations are gradually coming back without the losses of 
male and female bears and their cubs.  This is an achievement of wildlife 
conservation utilizing both human and animal welfare … it is a wonderful 
example of Conservation Welfare.
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AZA White Paper: a superb example of conservation welfare

The American Zoo Association AZA has published a White Paper on the 
implications of intentional breeding for the purpose of capturing 
recessive alleles normally not often expressed.   Familiar species that  
have suffered the ill effects of this practice are tigers (white), lions, etc.  
Explaining how and why this practice is cruelty brings links wildlife 
conservation and wild animal welfare in a way anyone can understand.  

Some results of intentional breeding to get animals with rare recessive 
alleles and characteristics follow : 

•  Pets & domestic animals, UK studies: Shortened lifespan, lower 
reproductive rates, reduced heat exchange ability and neural problems, 
problems with copulation and egg-laying, dwarfism=>teeth position, 
eating, thermoregulation, reproduction, compromised immunity; 
locomotive disorders, displaced vertebral columns, difficulties 
defecating, loss of quarter of offspring, deafness, eye disorders, and 
many more displaced vertebral columns, difficulties defecating, loss of 
quarter of offspring, deafness, eye disorders, and many more.  

•  European Vet studies (types of disorders due to selective breeding for 
RR traits) offspring produced may be unable to express their natural 
behaviors, and/or may be predisposed to a variety of hereditary, 
congenital, metabolic or infectious disease, disability, and early death.

•  Exotic animal studies :  multiple disorders caused by selective 
breeding for white animals alone, e.g. double recessive mutants & 
albinos.

Selective breeding for the characteristics that animal “lovers” and zoo 
visitors love often result in some of the same unfortunate conditions 
one finds in severely inbred animals.  AZA lists these as  increased 
expression of the genetic load, congenital defects (e.g., cleft palate), 
overall decline in fecundity and increase in morbidity (Falconer, 1981). 

Therefore, the AZA Welfare Group concluded that the welfare concerns 
associated with intentional breeding for rare (and thus usually 
detrimental) traits are therefore twofold: 
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Health and welfare problems directly associated with the trait itself, such 
as visual and neural problems associated with albinism, or gait and 
elimination problems associated with taillessness. 

Health and welfare consequences of intensive inbreeding to accomplish 
expression of rare and unusual traits, such as congenital deformities, 
decline in overall fitness and fertility, increased susceptibility to disease 
and infection and shortened 
lifespan or still birth. 

Certainly coming out against intentional breeding to obtain animals with 
rare recessive alleles and characteristics is a kindness to animals and 
also a conservation 
action, that is to 
maintain the 
species as they are 
meant to be.  It is 
an another 
example of 
Conservation 
Welfare. 
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Elephant Ethics 
Asian Elephants are being crowded out of their habitat by development 
and human overpopulation. The elephants’ enormous size and 
strength, intellect, and propensity to roam is at odds with human 
beings and their needs. This results in conflict with human beings in 
cities, rural areas and forests.  Fear of conflict overwhelms the affection 
and trust many people have had for elephants in previous decades and 
centuries. Now people are afraid for their property and lives.  
Development has reduced elephant options - they have nowhere to go 
as the larger forest areas are now not available to them.

Modern lifestyles have led to significant changes in the spiritual values 
and attitudes of human beings than was the case years ago when they 
were more in tune with the earth.  These changes and the growing 
nuisance value of elephants causes conflict between humans and 
elephants. Human Elephant Conflict, HEC, is to blame for elephant and 
human deaths.  

Government compensation for elephant damage just makes human 
beings less patient with the elephants, thinking that elephants have 
turned on them when in fact they have turned on elephants.  Elephants 
also die of other causes such as insufficient food and water, accidents 
occurring as they move into unknown territories. Government solutions 
resolve little. Conservation of elephants requires cooperation and 
compassion from human beings on a massive scale– is it even 
possible? Yes! 
 
There ARE people 
living nearby 
elephants who 
have much more 
success in coping 
with HEC.  These 
people have lived 
close to elephants 
for generations 
and willingly 
coexist with them, 
accepting them 
and their 
anomalies as part 
of life.  They have 
many less 
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irrevocable tragedies, such as loss of life or limb, than people who 
prefer fighting the elephants.  

HECx (Human Elephant Coexistence) is required … it is the opposite 
of the philosophy of Human Elephant Conflict. HECx can bring a 
change of attitude toward elephants. Practicing HECx is doing 
whatever keeps humans and elephants out of trouble, such as giving 
the elephant the right of way. Demanding your rights or trying to get 
your way in some situations may cost your life itself. What good are 
your rights then?  Giving-in is for your welfare, and for the welfare of 
elephants.   

HECx people who coexist in elephant areas give the elephant right of 
way. Because of the small sacrifices they make when they “stand 
down” and give the right of way to the elephant, they can save their 
life and the lives of many elephants. It is for their own well-being or 
welfare, as well as for welfare of the elephants. This way of thinking 
and acting is Conservation Welfare.  
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Monkey Manners reduces Monkey Menace

The crisis of free-ranging monkeys invading neighborhoods and 
schools in villages, towns, and cities has been going on for decades, 
but has worsened last 2 decades. Like elephants, monkeys are victims 
of lost forest habitat so more monkeys migrate into human localities 
and create havoc in neighborhoods, cities, schools, homes, etc.

Some people try to solve the problem themselves by killing the 
monkey regardless of the law or of their species.  There are problems 
of wildlife conservation: monkeys moving from forest to town do not 
contribute to forest ecosystems; rare monkey species moving from 
their own habitat to developed areas risk deaths and extinction; 
common monkey populations being reduced in size and possibly 
resulting in change of conservation status.  
 
The monkey problem is NOT the fault of the monkeys.  It is because 
human beings have been short-sighted, and make many mistakes, 
such as : i. Temple 
directors encourage 
worshippers to feed 
monkeys at the temple, 
ii. Householders fail to 
put their food waste 
into tightly covered 
containers, iii. 
Householders leaving 
windows open tempting 
monkeys with food 
smells, iv. Etc.

While no one action 
may solve the problem 
entirely, change of 
human habit and 
behaviour can result in 
improvement of the 
situation and possibly 
new insight and ideas 
for more permanent 
solutions. 
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Also, changing your habits can save you from attacks and injury.  The 
new behaviour and changing habits can be called “Monkey Manners” 
but it is really human behaviour:

-Don’t feed wild monkeys or eat in front 
of them anywhere
-Don’t smile or show your teeth to 
monkeys–it is a hostile gesture in their 
eyes.
-Don’t taunt or tease wild monkeys such 
as offering them food then pulling it back 
-Don’t fight if a monkey grabs something 
– they are stronger and can injure you
-Don’t act afraid... monkeys see your 
weakness and know you are safe to 
attack.
-Don’t try to scare them away if you are 
alone-back away slowly always facing 
them

Many of these short term actions are 
meant to save both man and monkey from harm.  These measures of 
diverting monkey aggression are protective of monkeys as well as 
human beings.  

Changing your 
behaviour is a 
form of welfare for 
both man and 
monkey as it 
discourages 
dangerous 
conflicts.  It is 
another variety of 
Conservation 
Welfare.
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Daily Life Wildlife 
“Wildlife refers to wild animals that 
are not domesticated, or plants that 
are not cultivated.

Normally, when we think of wildlife we envision animals in forests and 
jungles, away from humans and their habitations like tigers, bears, 
monkeys, vultures, etc., that one sees in the forest.  Any free-ranging 
animal is probably wildlife.

What about frogs, insects, house geckos, lizards, spiders, snakes, 
crows, etc., that that live around our houses and compounds. They 
are also wildlife, both in the wild and in villages, towns and cities.  We 
see them often but do not think much about them unless they fall in 
our soup or run up our pants leg… then we want to kill them!  These 
animals, as good a wild animal as a tiger or a deer, are small and 
available … children use them as toys, pulling their wings, wrapping a 
string around their neck or body and watching them buzz around.  
Most parents think this is harmless and even cute.  We think children 
should be taught to have interest and respect for these as well as 
larger and more powerful animals.  We call these animals “daily life 
wildlife”.  

“Daily life wildlife” is a name intended to draw attention to animals 
that live close to us that we all take for granted. They are so common 
that human beings treat them like objects, as if they didn’t feel pain.  
Youngsters may get a habit of mistreating larger animals or even 
people by being unkind to harmless and helpful animals they 
encounter on a daily basis.  Youngsters who torment animals grow up 
to be seriously jaded. 
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Cruelty in Daily Life
• Killing household insects that can be shoo’d out and set free.
• Killing harmless animals - frogs, lizards, insects, birds, etc.
• Torturing any animals just for entertainment
• Keeping wild animals as pets

Such animals are not just harmless … most of them are helpful !
We are making daily life mistakes to kill creatures that play beneficial 
roles in our lives, e.g., a few examples

• Frogs, snakes, bats control insect and rodent populations.
• Many insects, bats, etc. are pollinators, providing a third of our food, 

& flowers and trees  
• Shrews & mice spread seeds and eat up grasses that clog waterways.
• Worms break down living material for enriching the soil.
•

Life without these daily life wild animals and their useful contribution 
would be far less comfortable.  Let’s conserve them  harmlessness and 
their helpfulness.  This is also Conservation Welfare.
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ZOO and YOU 

Zoo Outreach Organisation has devoted much of its time and 
energy to creating and distributing educational materials themed 
on various topics relating to Wildlife.  Because of our connections 
with organisations like UFAW, the Universities Federation for 
Animal Welfare, we have been particularly interested in 
combining wildlife science with animal welfare as does UFAW.  
ZOO, however, restricts our mandate to wild animals and welfare 
which led us to use the term “conservation welfare.”  After some 
time we realised that other organisations were using this term as 
well.  Having been a little conservation with use of the term 
earlier, we figured if others were using it, it must be legitimate.  

ZOO has created many educational booklets, posters, packets, 
stickers, games, dramas, etc. on the theme of wildlife welfare 
and conservation welfare, as well as other topics.  We raise funds 
from generous donors like UFAW and Chester Zoo and others so 
we can donate materials to young and old, profession and 
amateur educators to conduct meaningful programmes to 
schools, clubs, orphanages, casual gatherings, etc.  Over the 
years we have donated thousands of items to education in this 
way.  

If you are interested in conservation welfare and wildlife and 
would like to teach youngsters about it, we can offer you free 
materials in electronic form.  This year, to celebrate Indian 
Wildlife Week we have compiled masses of materials into an “E-
Manual” which we can send you via email, or you can access 
from our website.  See the options below.  Further instructions 
on how to get more information from our site on the web will 
follow.

For an email providing the Wildlife Welfare Manual or a url please 
email zooreach@zooreach.org and request it.  No hard copies 
available ... sorry!  The key to this knowledge is ....

zooreach@zooreach.org
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TEACHING CONSERVATION & WILDLIFE WELFARE  
  
 

Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW), the sponsor of this booklet, is a UK 
based animal welfare organisation that focuses on scientific and educational solutions for animal 
welfare problems.  UFAW has sponsored much scientific research on animal welfare for 
laboratory animals, zoos, rescue centers, etc.   UFAW publishes the only scientific journal for 
animal welfare in the world.  UFAW has been an important sponsor for ZOO for a more than a 
decade. ZOO represents UFAW in South Asia. 
 
ZOO’s Educator Network ZEN  is a network of conservation educators in India.  ZOO provides 
educational material and instructions.  If you want to join ZEN, send an email to 
zooreach.zooreach.org.  
 
Zoo Outreach Organisation (ZOO) was founded in 1985 with a mandate from the then 
Department of Environment, Government of India to provide technical and educational support 
for zoos, enhance the public image of zoos, and liaise between local, national, international 
interests for the benefit of Indian zoos.  ZOO and its partners operates in a positive and 
constructive manner, taking care to provide solutions and not more problems for zoos.  ZOO’s 
mandate has evolved from 100% captive animals focus to a broad base of topics relating to both 
captive and wild, or ex situ and in situ, conservation and welfare. 
 
Wildlife Information Liaison Development (WILD) Society was founded to support ZOO’s 
increasing responsibilities and tasks in the area of field conservation and networking field 
biologists.  WILD operates on the same general philosophy of positive and constructive action, 
and sane and sensible solution-driven projects, whether for wild animals in the wild, wild animals 
in transition from captivity to wild or vice versa, or scientific management of captive wild 
animals. 
 
 
 
Published by: 
 
Zoo Outreach Organisation 
96 Kumudham Nagar, Vilankurichi Rd. 
Coimbatore 641 035 Tamil Nadu, India 
Phone: 0422 2665298, Fax: 0422 266 5472 
Email: zooreach@zooreach.org,   
Website: http://www.zooreach.org, http://www.zoosprint.org 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
   Human beings share the Earth with billions of other creatures, most of them not as physically 
and mentally versatile as ourselves.  With this great gift of versatility - primarily opposable 
thumbs and written language - human beings have created habits and lifestyles, which are eating 
away the very fabric of the earth.  With all our skills, we are not so smart as we think. 
 
   In addition to destroying a large portion of the earth’s natural resources, we humans beings 
add insult to injury by our arrogance, believing that “might makes right.”  We treat even other 
human beings shabbily very frequently, and give little thought to the feelings of other beings - 
animals and plants.   (There is research which indicates that even plants react to negative 
actions,  but that is beyond the present topic which covers animals.) 
 
  Animals - all types of animals - have feelings and suffer pain and discomfort.  As human beings, 
we have a moral and ethical duty to do whatever we can to avoid causing pain and suffering to 
them. 
 
   Animal welfare as a subject has been given wide publicity in recent years and perhaps most 
people know that there are laws and regulations governing the way people treat animals in many 
countries.  However, few people take that knowledge into their daily lives.  If people like animals 
and feel a sense of identity with them, they treat them well naturally, not because of 
legislation.  If people do not like animals, or are simply unaware of them as beings with feeling, 
they do not treat them so well.  In daily life, legislation doesn’t play much of a role unless you 
run a zoo or a circus or research laboratory, or sell animals for food or other reasons.  Ordinary 
people do not get punished for keeping their livestock badly or not feeding their pets. They do 
not get arrested for routinely tormenting animals for fun, although it is possible under 
legislation.  
 
    For normal life, we want to create an awareness and affection for animals in all human beings 
so that the question of mistreatment simply does not arise.  We want people to form a bond 
with animals so that they will take responsibility for reporting or otherwise correcting 
mistreatment of animals when they observe it.  The best way to do this is to tackle the subject 
in schools and in events involving children, when young minds are most impressionable.   
 
    This booklet focuses on wildlife rather than domestic animals because in welfare education, 
wildlife gets overlooked.   Animals are all around us, particularly in India where even wild animals 
such as geckos and frog often live with us; we sometimes share the roads with elephants. 
 
   We wish to create an awareness of the value of animal life in young children and shape their 
values such that they would not treat other living creatures cruelly.  The Universities 
Federation for Animal Welfare UFAW, a science-based animal welfare organisation in the 
United Kingdom, has kindly donated funds to create and implement a model programme for 
teachers and organizers of public programmes (zoo personnel, wildife rangers and forestry 
personnel, animal welfare organizations, even universities museums, etc.  Much of the material 
may be zoo-based because it is such a appropriate venue for teaching many aspects of wildlife 
welfare, but you could use these materials anywhere.  We particularly hope teachers will take 
this information back to their students and plant seeds of kindness which will flower into a 
lifetime of love for animal life.                             

GOALS, TOPICS AND METHODOLOGY 
 

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 26



 2 

The goals of this programme are: 
 

1. To create awareness and impart knowledge 
 
2. To change negative attitudes towards wild creatures 

 
3. To develop abilities of teachers and programme organisers to teach wildlife welfare 

 
4. To create interest among school children through teachers 

 
5. To learn more about wildlife and zoo legislation in relation to wild animal welfare 
 
6. To develop wild animal welfare education for youngsters, linking teachers, students, 

GO’s, NGO’s, etc. to conduct education programmes on special occasions.   
 

- Sally Walker 
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INTRODUCTION TO CONSERVATION & WILDLIFE WELFARE 
 
The word “wildlife” includes both plants and animals that are not domesticated or cultivated.  
Wildlife usually is considered to be those animals that live in the wild or away from human 
habitation, which is not exactly true. We come across many wild animals in our day-to-day life.   
For example: frogs, house geckos, lizards, spiders, bats, vultures, etc.       
 
What is animal welfare? 
Welfare is “well-being”, which means free from neglect, abuse, stress, distress and deprivation.  
Welfare makes one think of comfort, happiness, prosperity, contentment, general good and may 
be even luxury!  Humans give a lot of importance to their own welfare.  In the name of his own 
welfare, man often thoughtlessly causes a lot of harm to the welfare of other life forms. 
 
Wildlife welfare therefore means the well-being of wild animals and plants in both wild and 
captivity / cultivation.  Wildlife welfare is a common topic when it comes to captive animals, i.e., 
animals in the laboratory, in zoos, or as pets.   
 
Conservation and wildlife welfare should also be practiced with free-living animals.   Some 
examples of human activities affecting welfare of free-living animals are below.   Plants have 
been included because harming plants also impacts animal (and our own) survival :  

• Destruction of the habitat of the animal   
• Accidental or deliberate introduction of diseases 
• Reducing food availability for animals 
• Hunting / trapping / poisoning / removing food source 
• Use of hunting techniques which do not result in instantaneous death 
• Disturbance caused by human recreational activities 
• Introduction of non-native animals or plants 
• Release of chemical pollutants which leads to acute or chronic poisoning 
• Release of hybrids 
• Result of consequences of artificially supporting high populations leading to starvation, 

disease, aggression etc. 
• Building structures or using machines which might injure animals within the forest 

 
Common wild animals and cruelty to animals  
We find many wild animals every day.  Little do we realize the amount of trauma that we cause 
to these creatures.  We can quote many examples of cruelty towards frogs, garden lizards, 
many insects, snakes, birds, etc.  Many people detest frogs, snakes and invertebrates and 
routinely kill them when they spot these animals. How many of us realize the beneficial role of 
these animals?  Frogs and snakes are very useful in the control of pests.  A majority of the 
insects are pollinators, and others play an important role in decomposition. Only a few species of 
insects and snakes are harmful. 
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Wild animals as pets 
Humans keep animals for a variety of reasons, one of them being for pets.   Wild animals should 
not be kept as pets.  Being wild, they cannot be kept comfortably and safely (for them and 
sometimes for you) in a home.   If they enter your home themselves and live on the walls, as do 
geckos, or in the bathroom, as do frogs, they do not need care or stroking.  Just leave them 
alone. 
 
Young animals often are obtained from the wild by killing their mother (e.g. bear).  This is a very 
bad act as this not only affects the animal population but also the young one suffers in the 
hands of its confiscators. 
 
Many people do not have any knowledge to rear wild animals and ultimately the animal suffers 
and dies.   
 
People buy young animals as pets with great enthusiasm but as the animal grows older they find 
it difficult to maintain and their love for it fades away – they begin to consider it a nuisance.  A 
pet wild animal cannot be sent back to the forest.  It cannot survive in the wild and therefore 
perishes quickly if released in a forested area. Dogs and cats were domesticated since time 
immemorial.  That does not mean that every animal can adapt itself to humans.   
 
All animals have some basic requirement.  They need an optimum temperature, particular food, 
resting place, living space etc.  Are we aware of those requirements? Can we provide them?  
What will happen if we do not provide them all their requirements?  Most animals feel stressed 
and finally die of trauma.  
 
Do we always know what animals feel and want?  We always think that they feel what we think 
they should feel but that is not so.  For example a pet snake is different from a pet dog.  The 
snake will not like to be handled often and may even die due to trauma if petted too much!  
Instead a dog might love to be petted.  Keeping wild animals can sometimes be dangerous to 
humans because of their unpredictable nature.   
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  WILD ANIMALS IN TRADE 
 
Many wild animals are traded illegally for a variety of reasons.   
 
Different forms of wildlife trade are:  
1. Live animal trade 

• Pet trade 
• Research 
• Street shows and circuses 
• Fortune tellers 
• Other commercial gains 

 
2. Trade of Parts 
Different parts of many wild animals are used for various purposes. 
 
Medicine: Wild animals are used in various oriental medicines.  For example: Whiskers of tigers 
are believed to cure toothaches. The horn of the One-horned Rhinoceros is believed to be an 
aphrodisiac.  
 
Food:  Many animals are hunted illegally in forests close to human habitation for their meat.  
The most common example is spotted deer, which often become victims of such hunting due to 
their affinity to live close to human habitation.  Others that are hunted for meat are Gaur, Wild 
boar, Jungle fowl and some species of Monkeys such as Slow Loris, Nilgiri langur, Hoolock 
Gibbons etc.  
 
Trophies: Animals with good fur or lovely horns are usually hunted for trophies.  Tigers, Snow 
Leopards, Leopards and other cat species are hunted for their fur;  deer species and other 
ungulates are hunted for their horns as well as their skin or fur.  Rhinos are also hunted for 
their horns to make dagger handles.  
Many countries have legislation to curb wildlife trade.  Some of the animals that are in trade 
are bears, monkeys, birds, tiger, leopard, turtles, tortoises, butterflies.   
The most common plant species that are in trade are: Orchids for their beautiful flowers and 
Sandal wood tree for their fragrant wood, wild teak trees etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 30



 6 

 
WILDLIFE LEGISLATION AND IMPLEMENTATION 

 
Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 
This Act is provided for the protection of wild animals and plants.  It is the first Act which 
provided effective Wildlife Protection in the country.  The Act was amended on 2nd October 
1991 for providing greater protection to wildlife and has enhanced the punishment for 
violations.  The Act contains statutes regarding : 

• Authorities to be appointed or constituted under the Act 
• Hunting of wild animals 
• Protection of specified plants 
• Sanctuaries, National Parks and closed areas 
• Central Zoo Authority and Recognition of Zoos 
• Trade or Commerce in wild animals, animal articles and trophies 
• Prohibition of trade or commerce in trophies, animal articles, etc, derived form certain 

animals 
• Prevention and detection of offences 

The Act has 6 Schedules.  No man shall hunt any animals specified in Schedules I, II, III and 
IV except in case of danger or for scientific research and management.  Schedule V includes 
animals for which no act results in any punishment if they are hunted or killed. People are still 
lobbying to get all the animals out of Schedule V for their conservation. 
 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960  
The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (59 of 1960) came into existence to prevent the 
infliction of pain or suffering on animals and for the prevention of cruelty to animals.  Under 
this Act, the Animal Welfare Board of India was established to promote animal welfare and 
prevent cruel treatment of animals.  A committee was also set up to control and supervise 
experiments on animals.   
Under this Act rules were formulated for, and amended in the year   

• Performing Animals Rules, 1973 
• Transport of Animals Rules, 1978  
• Application of Fines Rules, 1978 
• Capture of Animals Rules, 1972 
• Licensing of Farriers Rules, 1965 
• Performing Animals Amendment Act, 2000 

 
 
Committee for the Purpose of Control and Supervision of Experiments on Animals (CPCSEA) 
and their regulations 
Frogs, rats, rabbits, etc. are collected from the wild to be used in laboratories for dissection or 
other study purposes.  Frogs, molluscs, crabs and monkeys are collected from the forests to be 
subjected to laboratory experiments.  Until recently students might used two or three animals 
for an experiment, despite the legislation discouraging it. According to Section 17 of the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 experiments on animals should be avoided wherever 
it is possible to do so.  If an alternative teaching device such as models, computer programmes, 
films etc., is available, one should use them instead of a live animal.   
 
Now there is a stronger law, in the 2001 revision of the PCA Act which reads “the experiments 
shall not be performed for the sole purpose of attaining or retaining manual skill except in 
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schools, colleges and programmes duly scrutinized and permitted in registered establishments 
by the Committee”. The Committee for the Purpose of Control and Supervision of Experiments 
on Animals (CPCSEA) exercises the powers conferred by Section 17 of Chapter IV of the PCA 
Act (59 of 1960) 1960.   The term of the committee is four years.  The Ministry of Environment 
and Forests provides the necessary secretarial assistance to the committee.   
 
The committee will supervise: 

• Stocking of animals in animal houses and cages 
• Experiments conducted 
• Records of experiments conducted 

 
Alternatives to dissection: 
Blue Cross of India, Chennai offers a computer programme by which the dissection can be 
carried out in the computer itself.  Compurat, Compufrog, Compuearthworm, Compucocroach are 
available with Blue Cross and any school can approach Blue Cross for their required computer 
dissection programme.    
 
Insect and plant collection: Many zoology and botany students have a separate collection 
activity in their curriculum.  Some of these students may collect threatened insects and plants.  
Some of them (in order to get more marks) collect a large number of insects.  Others, due to 
their last minute work, pin down live insects which try to wriggle out of the pin and die after 
long time with suffering.  Students must be taught wildlife welfare to prevent such cruelty. 
 
Report offences 
If you notice anyone illtreating animals, you can report to 
Blue Cross Society in your city 
District Collector 
Police 
Animal Welfare Board of India 
Wildlife Warden 
Any reputed animal welfare organisation in your city 
 

(It is recommended to report cases of abuse to more than one organisation in your city) 
 

  
http://www.zooreach.org/ZooLegislation/ZooLegislation.htm
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 CONSERVATION & WILDLIFE WELFARE IN THE ZOO 
  

A proper zoo might be defined as an organised and permanent institution essentially educational 
and scientific in purpose, with professional staff, which holds and cares for wild animals, and 
exhibits them to the public on a regular schedule. There are many zoos that are not proper ! 

  
History of Zoos 
Collections of living animals have been in existence since ancient times.  Well known early 
examples include those of Chinese emperors, Aztec kings and Egyptian pharaohs.  The tradition 
of gathering and holding impressive animal collections by royal and noble families continued into 
the 18th century in different parts of the world.    

  
The history of the present day zoo began in the late 18th and early 19th century with the 
formation of zoos in Vienna (1752), Paris (1793), London (1826) and Calcutta (1854).  These were 
quickly followed by numerous other institutions in Europe, North America, and many other parts 
of the world.  These zoos were established primarily because of interest, in part scientific, of 
zoological society members in exotic animal life.  Originally, many of them were not open to the 
general public, just serving the interest of members.  As zoos became more available to the 
public it became apparent that the general population also had a strong interest in wild animals.  
Exotic animals obviously had a great power of attraction.  This, together with an increase in 
free time and better transportation, resulted in the establishment of even more zoos, both 
private and public, since the beginning of this century.   

  
Indian zoo history: 
The first phase of zoos in India, as they are known today, consisted of those the Maharajas 
started for the sake of their subjects and those British societies, colonial states, or municipal 
governments started for instruction and entertainment.  The second phase, the “post-
independence stage”, of Indian zoos can be divided in to different types: those of the Indian 
central or state governments, those of the forest departments, and those without the benefit 
of either.  The third phase, which is just beginning in India, is the “Post -Zoo Act Amendments 
stage” in which zoos will not be allowed to start without permission of the Central government, a 
process that will involve a careful review of the prospectus, prospects, and master plan of the 
zoo by the Central Zoo Authority.  

  
Governing Authority of Zoos in India 
The Central Zoo Authority set up in 1992 by MoEF inspects, evaluates and recognises or de-
recognises zoos, provides financial assistance, coordinates captive breeding programmes, 
organizes frequent animal exchanges and training in zoo management and attempts to establish 
linkage for in situ and ex situ conservation.  
 
The main purposes of a zoo 
Zoos serve four purposes: education, conservation, research and recreation.  It is not 
justifiable to keep wild animals in captivity for entertainment alone – the combined goals of 
conservation education, conservation breeding and research to aid conservation are the real 
purpose of the modern zoo.   
 
Education: 

• Education is one of the most important tasks of zoos. Zoos bring to life a whole 
segment of the world that otherwise most people could not experience. 
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• Zoos provide an opportunity to observe and learn directly from a living collection of wild 
animals and enrich the thinking of zoo visitors.  

• Zoos reveal the interrelationship of animal societies and ultimately of animals and man. 
Conservation: 

• Zoos contribute uniquely to conservation by striving to develop responsibility towards 
wildlife and nature in the general public. 

• Zoos play a major role in the conservation of endangered species by captive breeding 
for possible use in strengthening wild populations. 

• Zoos offer facilities to increase scientific knowledge that will benefit conservation. 
• Zoos promote an increase in public and political awareness of the necessity for 

conservation and in the creation of a new equilibrium between humans and nature. 
• Zoos help to save animals from poachers, loss of habitat, pollution of air, water etc.  

Research: 
• Zoos are living laboratories. 
• Research is conducted in animal and biology behaviour, in reproduction, veterinary 

medicine  
 

Recreation: 
• People visit the zoo to have an enjoyable outing, but because they come in a relaxed and 

happy mood,  they can learn a great deal, particularly if the zoo has good educational 
signs and interpreters  

• Children love to see and enjoy animals. They are able to spend their time even at 
weekends with their parents or friends at little cost. 

• Zoos help us to learn something of permanent value while having fun at the same time. 
  

Animal Welfare in Zoos 
Animals are kept in zoos for propagation of wild animals, for education, for scientific 
investigation and recreation.  All these worthy purposes must not blind us to the fact that there 
are animal welfare problems. Animal welfare in zoos involves understanding first why these 
animals are kept in captivity.  Animal Welfare in zoos includes making sure that visitors do not 
mistreat animals when they are in the zoo and to understand the ill effects of misbehaviour to 
animals.  Some zoos today practice animal welfare by using the ‘Five Freedoms of Animal 
Welfare’ as a standard.  India should adopt these principles as well, and has made a beginning. 
 
Visitor Misbehaviour 
Zoo education involves spreading the message of conservation through education and in turn 
about the welfare of all animals, especially zoo animals.  Animal Welfare in the zoo includes good 
behaviour by visitors. Good visitor behaviour is important particularly with children because it 
instills a sense of responsibility in them. Good behaviour in the zoo helps them to observe the 
behaviour of animals, develop interest and improve their knowledge. Children can be made to 
learn even at the zoo by involving them in activities that makes them play and at the same time, 
learn. 
There are different kinds of visitor misbehaviour, E.G., well-intentioned but misguided and 
deliberately mischievous and hostile.  Both are equally destructive but the ways of addressing 
the two types for effective results differ. 
 
Misbehaviour by 

• Teasing animals (whistling, shouting, imitating animal sounds, throwing things, tapping on 
glass or hitting wire/bars, running in front of cages, waving a handkerchief). 
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• Feeding animals (left over food, food brought for the purpose, non-food items, food 
items with food smell, cigarettes, zoo vendors food). 

• Vandalism of property (buildings, windows, signboards, both animals, plants and 
structures), harassing other visitors (teasing etc.), loitering (drunken loitering, sleeping 
in zoo), outright crime (pickpockets etc.) 

 
There are two major ways of dealing with misbehaviour 
1. Preventative: (easier that curing) 
Prevent misbehaviour at the course.  It is easier to persuade children when they are young.  
This can be done in three ways: 
Moral approach: Educating school groups before zoo visit, education in the zoo – signboards, 
keepers talks, brochures.  Convey the message that it is “low class” to misbehave in the zoo.  
Mechanical approach: Watch and ward (using volunteers) 
Legal approach: with zoo security staff, police, press and courts 
2. Curative: Curing or repairing damage to young minds, damage to the zoo and injury to animals. 
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FIVE FREEDOMS OF ANIMAL WELFARE 
 
Introduction 
The five freedoms of animal welfare were developed for the welfare of farm animals but have 
been adopted for use by some zoos, rescue centres and laboratory also.  One can apply the five 
freedoms even to animals kept as pets.  
 
The five freedoms of animal welfare were developed by the Farm Animal Welfare Council, an 
official group in the UK, that advises the government on farm animal issues.  They are ideals 
and, as such, are good general principles. They cannot, even under ideal conditions, all be met all 
the time and so should not be interpreted too literally under all circumstances, but as ideals 
they are good and are widely used as guiding principles in farm animal welfare and, increasingly, 
in lab and zoo animal husbandry also. 
 
The 5 freedoms are: 
(i) Freedom from thirst, hunger and malnutrition - by ready access to fresh water and a 
diet to maintain full health and vigour.   
Food is a basic need for all living organisms.  Animals kept in captive conditions must be provided 
fresh food, water and sufficient dietary supplements.  Food and water should be provided in 
clean containers to prevent diseases.  The food given regularly may lack some vitamins or 
minerals that are required by the animal and they have to be supplemented in the regular diet at 
regular intervals. For example, tigers in zoos should be given calcium to compensate for their 
diet of boneless muscle meat as practised in some zoos.  Many captive diets are different in 
minerals and trace elements leading to poor health and reproductive potential. 
 
(ii) Freedom from discomfort - by providing a suitable environment including shelter and a 
comfortable resting area.    
Every animal needs a minimum space to live.  An animal can develop much anxiety if it is not 
comfortable with the space provided.  It must be able to move freely and find its own place to 
adequate rest.  Animals must have ample area to hide when disturbed by visitors and rest 
comfortably. Freedom from discomfort includes the elements - heat, cold, humidity. Shelter and 
shade from sun, rain, wind, dust and extreme temperature must be provided. 
 
(iii) Freedom from pain, injury and disease - by prevention or rapid diagnosis and 
treatment.   
Animals kept in captivity may injure themselves with sharp edges, pot holes, or crevices in a 
cage.  Enclosures should be carefully designed to avoid dangerous situations, sharp edges, loose 
wires or nails before releasing any animal into it.  Spaces within the enclosure (through which 
the animal might try to escape and thereby get hurt in the process) should be closed properly.   
 
Any symptoms of abnormal behaviour could be an indication of sickness in captive animals.  This 
is very essential since early treatment will save the animal and a delay in treatment may prove to 
be costly in many ways, including loss of the animal.  Care also must be taken while administering 
medicines as some animals are sensitive to strong drugs and develop severe allergic symptoms. 
Depending on the intensity of rivalry, fighting animals should be separated and maintained in 
separate cages to prevent trauma due to injury. 
 
(iv) Freedom to express most normal behaviour - by providing sufficient space, proper 
facilities and company of the animal’s own kind. 
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Some species are social animals and need to be kept in groups of their own kind while others 
have to be in pairs. Animals must be housed based on their social nature.  Depending on the 
species, proper space should be provided for courtship, breeding, maternal care etc.  The young 
ones have to be given special care to prevent from being attacked by the dominant member 
within the enclosure.  Proper space must also be provided for the animals to defecate and rest 
in a separate area within the enclosure. 
 
Solitary animals should be kept separated from their conspecifies except when they come into 
breeding season and require a mate.  It is cruel to keep social animals without mates or 
companions.   
 
(v) Freedom from fear and distress - by ensuring conditions which avoid mental suffering. 
Animals are very sensitive to sound, light, etc.  It is very essential to prevent shocks by sudden 
sounds etc. Some animals are nocturnal or crepescular and require dark areas where they can 
retire. 
 
Animal welfare satisfying the basic needs of animals in captivity 
Food  
· Proper food (diet) 
· Proper quantities (ration) 
· Proper timings 
 
Water 
· Access to clean water for drinking 
· Available at all times 
· Pool for animals requiring daily baths 
 
Shelter 
· Shelters from climate 
· Shelters for privacy 
· Shelters for breeding 
· Shelters for recovering sick animals 
 
Space 
· Sufficient space to move around and exercise 
· Sufficient space to chose its preferred micro-climate 
· Sufficient space to avoid confrontation 
· Clean and healthy living space 
· Space free from injuries 
 
Freedom from Stress 
· Freedom from undue harassment by other animals 
· Freedom from hunger, Freedom from thirst 

· Freedom to exhibit natural behaviour like breeding, hunting, foraging.
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WILDLIFE WELFARE EDUCATION 
 
Teachers can play a major role to instill wild animal welfare in children.  Children usually look 
upon teachers as role models and hence teachers first should gain knowledge on animal welfare 
themselves. 
 
Why teach children about conservation and wildlife welfare? 
· Today’s children are tomorrow’s adults. 
· Wildlife is important and for its prosperity, welfare is required. 
· Children need to be sensitized about the value of wildlife and various issues in wildlife. 
· It will make them aware of various problems facing wildlife and solutions to those problems. 
· It helps them to sympathize with other living creatures.       
· It will make them realize the importance of wildlife.                       
 
What a teacher should do ? 
· Update oneself with current environment and animal welfare activities. 
· Induce children to observe nature. 
· Establish a relationship with what they observed. 
· Encourage children to actively participate in wildlife activities. 
· Link with local associations involved in wildlife. 
· Form an active group for students to have periodic wildlife-related activities.   
 
How to actively involve children ? 
· Encourage activity in classrooms or take children to a nearby zoo to explain few topics. 
· Ask children to identify differences, e.g., body covered with feathers/fur/scales/wings 

etc. 
· Formulate hypothesis, e.g., all amphibians are very sensitive to change in environment. 
· Be able to sort living things into broad groups, e.g., nocturnal animals are active only after 

dark. 
· Encourage them in nature painting and artwork, and to display them on the school board.  
· A message a day about nature,  e.g., news taken from the newspaper. 
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LINKING SCHOOLS AND OTHER EDUCATIONISTS WITH 
ANIMAL FACILITIES FOR TEACHING WILDLIFE WELFARE 

 
Although many of these activities are described in context with a zoo, any venue can be 
substituted if you adapt the exercises appropriately.   Museums have exhibits of taxonomic 
models and make good programme venues.  Many schools have a collection of taxonomic models 
or could probably obtain some stuffed wild animal toys to use as a substitute where needed.   
National Parks and sanctuaries often have interpretation centers which include maps, photos, 
animal models, animal artifacts.  Sometimes forest division officers may be able to loan such 
items to schools.   
 
For example, the zoo provides excellent opportunities for a variety of cross-curricular work 
such as: science, language, mathematics, geography and art.  Some topics in the science 
curriculum that can be covered by a visit to the zoo include: exploration of science, the variety 
of life, process of life, genetics and evolution, human influences on the earth; and some 
scientific aspects of information technology 
 
Children should be encouraged to be inquisitive and to ask questions that can be answered by 
first hand exploration.  They should be encouraged: to sort and group things; to describe 
objects and events in their immediate surroundings; use their senses; and to note similarities 
and differences.  Many of the scientific skills can be encouraged by a visit to the zoo: 
observing; classifying; recording; interpreting results; communication etc.  
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PLANNING AN EDUCATION PROGRAMME (ALMOST ANYWHERE) 
 
Theme: 
· Educational programmes can be planned on special occasions like Wildlife Week, World 

Environment Day or Animal Welfare Fortnightly etc. (Refer Environmental Calendar) 
· Choose a chapter from your class textbook related to the zoo or any environment related 

topic, and plan a programme around it. 
· The programme should not only explain the chapter better but also make the students aware 

of the importance of wildlife and environment in our lives. 
· If the programme is centered on an event, like wildlife week or environment day or animal 

welfare fortnightly you could take a theme corresponding to it. 
· Speak to the Zoo Director and fix up the date and time of the proposed education 

programme. 
· The activity could be for one-day or half a day or even a three hour programme. 
 
Preparations: 
· Select students of an age group you can handle. 
· The number of students may be 50 or less. More students are difficult to manage. 
· Work out the cost for conducting the programme. You could raise funds to cover the costs 

from your school or by writing to sponsors. 
· When you write a letter to the sponsors you must give a detailed programme and a break up 

of the costs. If one sponsor is not willing to pay for the whole programme you could include 
another. 

· Arrange for food or ask the students to carry their own food and drinking water. 
· Arrange for a transport to take the students to the venue. 
 
Programme 
· Based on the theme you can arrange a number of activities. 
· One of the activities can be to ask some one from the zoo to explain “A day’s work” in the 

zoo or ask them to take the students around the exhibits and explain each animal to them 
including what it eats, when it sleeps, how many babies it has and other things. They could 
also tell why the zoo was started, how each animal was brought to the zoo etc.  

· You can have a presentation on the theme, and also have a number of activities and games 
related to the theme.  

· The activities could be competitions like quiz, drawing and painting, face painting, and craft 
competition.  

· Games can include the ones given to you in the following section. They can be modified 
according to the theme. 

· Break for lunch or tea at a convenient time.  
· Make sure your whole programme is activity oriented so that the students remain alert and 

interested throughout the programme. 
· Ask simple questions to test their knowledge and attention. 
· Evaluate the various competitions and give away prizes and certificates to the prize winners. 
· Also give away certificate of participation signed by the Zoo Director and the School 

Principal to all the participants. 
· You can have a press release on the whole programme. Following are some tips for a press 

release.   
 
Press tips 
1. Provide complete information.  
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2. Keep the item of LOCAL interest  
3. Keep it as short as possible (one page double spacing best).  If it is too long they will edit 

and if they edit they will get many things WRONG! 
4. Type everything you send  (if they can’t read it, they won’t use it) 
5. Give names, address, phone, etc. of local contact, if there are questions. 
6. Build up interest with advance news and background information. 
7. Provide a good photograph. 
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PLANNING TIME BOUND PROGRAMMES  
 
Careful planning and adherence to timings can make possible a variety of programmes within 150 
minutes.  With minimum resource persons, the entire programme may be arranged in a sequential 
order.  The advantage of this method is that all the participants will get a chance to take part in 
each event.  The other way is to conduct parallel events by dividing the participants according 
to their interest.  Then a variety of events can be arranged simultaneously and the students will 
fit in the interested event.    
 
The following are the list of events that can be included in an education programme: 
Theme introduction / Zoo education (zoo behaviour and teaching about every exhibit) / Theme 
group songs (conservation, trade)/ Story telling (wild animal related stories) / Street drama  
(poaching / trade / dancing) / Skits  / Games / Slide show / Video shows / Quiz programme 

(Wild  
animal/ environment related) / Drawing competition/Essay writing / Craft competition / 

Procession  
 
Suggestions for shorter and longer programmes:  
Introduction, programme details, content presentation, interaction and closing are the basic 
structure of any programme.  It is important that planning is essential for an effective and 
successful education programme.  Success is not determined by the length of the programme 
but on the content, planning and execution of it.  A short programme can be as short as half an 
hour and a long day programme can be as long as one day.  Here are some tips for planning a 
short-time and long-time programmes.   
 
Planning for a short-time programmes:  
A short time programme can be as short as 30 minutes or can go up to one or two hours.  Short 
education programmes can be planned during special functions in a school, institute, work place 
or any public gathering where the audience gather for short period of a day.  This can also be 
planned in class rooms, or during outdoor programmes and can be tried to fill up gaps.  
 
Suggestions for 30 minutes programme: 

• Audience for a 30 minutes programme could be any group ie both literature and 
illiterate of any age group.  This can be fit at any time of a big programme.      

• Before giving a short time programme, assess the knowledge of the audience.  If your 
audience is school children you can choose a topic related to animal welfare from their 
curriculum and relate your presentation to it.  If they are public choose a topic related 
to their daily life animal welfare.  

• Since the time is limited give a short introduction to your topic and present the content 
in any of the following suitable ways.   

• Your presentation could be a slide show, a series of short talk with interesting facts 
about animal welfare, teaching through games, a short quiz, folk lore or interaction with 
the audience through discussion.   

• Initiate a discussion after the presentation and close the programme with some ideas to 
practice it or with some assignments, whichever is suitable 

 
A Model agenda for 30 minutes programme:  
Occasion: School Nature club - Monthly meeting 
Audience: Student gathering  
Topic: Wild animal welfare 
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Introduction:  Give a short introduction about wildlife and about welfare    4 minutes 
Programme details:  Brief about the next 25 minutes agenda   -- 
Presentation:  1. Wild animal welfare – Why it matters?  -  Slide show.  10 minutes 
  2. Interaction on local Issues related wild animal welfare  5 minutes 
  3. Understanding welfare issue  -- mini drama / game   8 minutes 
Closing  : Assigning some targets for the students to come up with solution.   

It can be shared in the next month gathering.     3 minutes 
 
A Model agenda for a Two-hour programme:  
Occasion: School Nature club - Bi annual or annual meeting 
Audience: Student gathering / teachers / non-teaching staff  
Topic: Wild animal welfare 
 
Introduction: Give a detailed introduction about wildlife and welfare of wildlife.   10 min 
Presentations:  1. What is animal welfare and five freedoms of animal welfare  30 min 
  2. Slide or video show on negative attitudes towards Wildlife 15 min 
  3. Teaching through games: human activities affecting welfare 
      Dancing bear game/ pouching game/ trade game   30 min 
  4. Legislation in relation to wildlife welfare   10 min 
  5. Interaction – Local wild animal welfare issues and solutions  15 min 
Conclusion:  Appreciation of participation and suggestion for actions   10 min 
 
Planning Long-time programmes:  
A long-time programme can be one full day or two.  Long-time programmes can be planned during 
special occasions like animal welfare fortnightly (Refer environmental calendar for other special 
occasions) and also during holidays.  Long-time programme requires proper planning and support 
of a disciplined audience like school nature club members, individual interested in nature or 
animal welfare.  The four major factors that has to be considered before planning a long-time 
programme are: Size of the group, scope, duration and cost of the programme.  Reporting at the 
end of an  education programme is essential.   
 
General instructions for a long-time programme 

• Decide on the group size, scope duration and cost of the programme.  Prepare a 
tentative agenda. For a one day trip it is always good to have a manageable number of 
students.  Give proper instructions about the programme and materials that they have 
to carry.  Do NOT encourage to carry plastic bags or food for animals.   

• Divide responsibilities with in supporting staff. 
• Arrange for suitable transport.   
• Give prior information about your group’s visit to the zoo/museum if you are planning to 

attend a special function or programme at the zoo.   
• Make prior request to the concerned authority if you need a guide to go around the 

Zoo/Natural History museum or Botanical garden.  This will avoid unnecessary delay and 
confusions. 

• Give prior permission for the group to enter restricted area in a forest.   
• Inform the details of the programme well in advance for the members. 
• Once you visit the zoo or museum report to the officer incharge and refer to your 

earlier communications regarding your visit 
• Give some introduction about the visiting facility and particularly about the history and 

Do’s and Don’t to be followed.   
• Encourage students to make notes of all important information provided by the visiting 

institute 
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• Try and follow the agenda  
• Provide all details about the programme to the parents of the participating student 

 
Model agenda: 
One day visit to the Zoo / planning for a hike / visit to a Natural History Museums etc. 
 
Occasion: Animal Welfare fortnightly  
Audience:  Nature club members 
Aim: To visit a zoo or Natural History Museum / to execute a Nature trail /  
Number of students: 50 (age 12-13 years) 
 
8.00 – 8.45 am  Students and staff reporting at the school after Break fast.  (If it is a nature trail  

reporting has to be done bit early). 
09.00   Group leaving for Zoo / Museum  
09.30 Reporting at the visiting facility 
09.30 – 9.45  Introduction about the facility and history 
9.45 – 10.45  Visit to a section of the zoo or museum 
10.45 – 11.00  Break from drinks / snacks 
11.00 – 12.00  Visiting rest of the zoo 
12.00 – 12.30  Interesting facts about zoo animals -  Interaction  
12.30 – 1.30  Break  
1.30 – 2.30  Teaching through games: human activities affecting  

welfare Dancing bear game/ pouching game/ trade game / Put yourself in their place” 
2.30 – 3.30  Slide show on  “Why Zoos”-the role of zoos and also “Animal welfare at the zoo”.  Five 

freedoms of animal welfare 
3.30 – 4.30  Tea and interacting with staff:  Animal keepers, educators, curators, veterinary 

/taxidermist 
4.30   Travel back to school 
 
Post programme reporting:    
It is good to encourage students to prepare their individual report.  In avoidable situations 
group reporting can also be encouraged.  The purpose of preparing a programme report are   
1. to indicate the objective that you set out to do, planning ect.,  
2. to record their experiences,  
3. to provide a lasting record for the participating members and  
4. to indicate your achievements to your sponsors and thank them.  The following skeleton of 
report can be followed: Cover and title page, authors, contents page, agenda, personnel or group 
members, adventurous activities, highlights, photographs, conclusion, acknowledgements.  
Remember to thank the sponsors, people who helped before, during and after the programme.  
Important point to keep in mind before writing a report is about the readers of the report.  
Question yourself what does the reader need to know from the report and how best can the 
report give the reader the information.   
 
 

ACTION STEPS TO SUGGEST TO KIDS, PARENTS OR OTHER EDUCATORS 
 
KIDS 

• Do not carry plastic bags to areas where wild animals live.  Don’t leave any trash behind 
when you visit a zoo or forest.    

• Visit the zoo to learn more about endangered wildlife. 
• Join an organization active in conserving biodiversity. 
• Don’t buy any product made from wildlife. 
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• Make a habitat garden at home by planting your garden that help local wildlife 
• Don’t buy wild animals as pets or accept them from anyone. 
• Learn about endangered species in your area and what you can do to help. 
• Don’t pick wild flowers or keep wild animals as pets. 
• Set up a bird feeder at home.  
• Learn more about wildlife by reading books and watching wildlife related programmes on 

TV. 
 
PARENTS OTHER EDUCATORS  

• Start an environment club at the school and make children plant more native trees. 
• Teach children not to catch butterflies, lizards, frogs and other small animals but to 

only observe them quietly 
• Encourage other teachers to take up environmental education as a part of the 

curriculum. 
• Inform the government of any bad things going on around you related to wildlife. 
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TEACHING THROUGH GAMES, DRAMA AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
While we play we act dynamically and we feel the process of nature.  Everyone understands and 
remembers the concepts better when they learn by experiencing themselves.  Games help 
children to understand their environment in four basic modes: imitate, explore, test and 
construct.  Scientific studies have shown games help children: to develop a gross motor co-
ordination; to learn how to communicate with each other; to develop their insight; to learn how 
to socialize and share; to learn moral principles, to learn how to act and to develop several roles 
in society, to learn how to be creative and imaginative. Also now-a-days, adults enjoy playing as 
much as children do.  
 
Structuring a game is important and must be done before actually playing it.  The following are 
some points to be followed to structure a game: What do we want to communicate through the 
game? What is going to be learned? When and where to play? How many people can play? Age 
limit? Materials required for the game? 
 
Here are of some games on the following pages, which can be tried while planning an education 
programme. Conducting these games needs practice too. Start with a small group of children if 
you are conducting for the first time. 
 
Game 1: Street Play 
Materials Required:  Chalk (two or three sticks) and some materials which are  
 generally used to tease animals in zoos (food, plastics, bags, sticks, stones) 
Number of students:  Not exceeding 15 
Age group:   5-10 years 
Time limit:   15 minutes 
 
Game instructions: 
• Take a chalk and draw a “cage” three feet by three feet on the ground to represent a cage. 
Select 10 children 
• Ask five to stand inside the  “cage” to act like monkeys in the zoo. 
• The five children outside the  “cage” are zoo visitors. Ask them to tease the monkeys inside 
the cage. They can make monkey faces or poke the children inside with sticks. They could make 
funny noises. 
• The monkeys (children) inside the square should react to the visitors. They might attack or 
huddle up together to show that they are angry or scared. 
• After the game ask the children who play monkeys how it felt to be trapped in a cage and 
harassed by other children. Repeat with other groups. 
 
Game 2: Dancing Bears 
Materials required: Newspapers, music (optional)  
Number of students:  30 or any even number  
Time limit: 30 minutes  
Age: 8-15 years 
A piece of newspaper (one double sheet of standard large newspaper) represents the forest and 
the student pair standing on the paper is bears (or any other animal). 
 
Rules:  
Throughout the game the partners should stand on the paper. 
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If any one of the pair steps out of the paper while dancing, that pair is out of the game. Only 
while folding the paper they can stand on the ground. 
 
Game instructions: 
• Ask the students to form pairs of “bears” or partners 
• Give each pair one sheet of a newspaper  
• Ask them to stand on it after spreading the paper on the floor. 
• Start the music or clap hands.  
• As long as you clap or play the music, the partners must dance – ON the newspaper WITHOUT 
twisting on the paper and tearing it. 
• The moment the music/clapping stops, the leader/organiser picks out people who step OUT of 

the 
newspaper and the remaining partners must fold the newspaper once and stand on it again. 
• Again, the music starts and the pair starts dancing on the folded paper, now half as large as 
before. 
• Thus the game continues till only one pair is left on a small piece of folded newspaper. 
• Play music or clap until they too step out of the paper – it won’t take long and will be very 

funny to  
watch. 
 
Conclusion: The leader can then explain that as the forests shrink even the animal population 
begins to shrink. Finally, when all the trees are cut down and forests are destroyed, all the 
animals living in the forest will also be destroyed. 
 
Game 3: Web of Life 
Materials required: Ball of thread, name cards with the four basic components i.e. sun, air, 
water and soil written and about twenty name cards of the various elements of nature, e.g. 
Plants, insects, rat, lion, bear, butterfly, etc.  
Number of students: As many as the number of name cards 
Age group: 10-16 years 
Time limit: 30 minutes 
Aim: To demonstrate interdependency of life forms 
 
Game instructions: 
• Ask all the students to stand in a circle. 
• Give each student a name card and ask him or her to pin it up so that it shows. 
• Give the ball of thread to the student with ‘The Sun’ name card, as the sun is the most 

important  
source of energy for all life forms. 
• He should wrap one end of the roll of thread to his finger and pass the thread on to some 

element  
dependent on it and explain why he has passed it on to that element.  
• Say he passes it on to a tree. Then he must explain that the sun gives energy to the tree to 

make  
its food.  
• Then the tree passes the ball of thread after wrapping it round his finger or holding a portion  
tightly to another student say a bird saying “ a bird needs a tree to live in” etc. and thus each  
student passes the ball of thread around, till all of them have had the ball of thread passed on 

to  
them at least once. 
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• Thus they would have formed a web with the help of the thread. This shows that all life forms 
are  

interdependent. 
• After all the students have become a part of the web, ask them to raise the web high. They 

will  
notice that it is tight and does not sag. If you press this web down it has a natural tendency to 

get  
back to its place.  
• This shows that despite slight disturbance in nature all the elements due to interdependence 

have  
the ability to come back to its place. 
• Now let one of the elements, say water release the thread from its finger. Ask them to notice 

the  
visual effect. Drop one more element related to it.  Now press the web down. You will notice 

that  
the web does not bounce back to normal. 
• Conclude the game by explaining that all the elements in nature are interrelated, if not 

directly,  
indirectly. Because each component is a part of this web of life if any one element is disrupted 

the  
entire web slowly starts collapsing.  
 
Game 4: Oh Deer!  
Materials required: Nil 
Number of students:As many students as you want. 
Age group: 10-16 years 
Time limit: 30 minutes 
 
Game instructions: This game has two rounds   
Round I 
• Divide the students into two groups resources and consumers (deer for example).  
• One group is the resources i.e. food, water, shelter and the other group the deer in need of 

the  
various resources. 
• Get the two groups to stand in two straight lines, backs facing each other. So that neither of 

the  
two groups can see each other face to face. 
• Each of these resources like food, shelter, and water can be symbolically depicted by hand 
• The resource group does not move during the course of the game. 
• The participants in the deer group have to think and express one of the three resources they  
need the most at that particular moment. 
• When the organiser says, “go” the deer have to run to the resource they need. 
• In case a deer already occupies the resource then another deer seeking the same resource has 

to  
go out of the game. 
 
Round II 
• Ask the deer to get back to their places i.e. make them stand in a line back facing the 

resources  
again. 
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• Get all the students in the resource line to depict water, i.e. there is a flood (a flood is 
treated as  

a threat). 
• The deer as before should express one of the resources they need most at that time. 
• When the organiser says go the deer should run to the resource they want at that particular 

time. 
• Only a few deer will get what they want, the rest of them will go out of the game. 
This shows that not all the resources are available in abundance at the same time. Some 
resources such as water are abundant in case of flood, and many animals die during that time. 
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 ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR 
Any day is a good day to go to zoo and any and every day is a zoo education day. 
 
Date and Event What can be done 
Animal Welfare Fortnightly 
14-30th January  Promote kind treatment of all animals and in particular addressing their 
 problems of visitor teasing and feeding of zoo animals. 
  
World Forestry Day  
21st March  Tree planting ceremonies inside the zoo is a good idea.  Educating the 
children  with a special focus about the ecosystems and forests where the animals live 
 would also be appropriate. 
 
World Water Day   
22nd March  Programmes on the need to conserve water could be most effective on this 
day. 
 
World Health Day 
7th April World Health Day is a good day to have a medical Camp for zoo keepers, 
testing  for T.B. and zoonoses.  Educating about zoonoses for the general public also 
 would be useful.  Many people don’t know that they could spread diseases by 
 giving their leftover food to zoo animals 
 
World Earth Day   
22nd April Provides a wealth of opportunities to educate about environmental problems  
 
World Environment Day   
5 June You can plan a “Clean up, Paint up, Fix up- our zoo” programme.  Public 
function  with speeches and drama about environmental problems, with painting and 
essay  competitions about the environment are always successful and draw a good 
 press. 
 
International Volunteer Week   
1st June week What would be a more appropriate time to honour your volunteers or friends 
of  the zoo?  Use the opportunity to induct more volunteers, to hold special 
 volunteer training and to select and reward the best volunteer. 
   
Vanamahotsova 
5 July  (Traditional and religious) Many Indians celebrate Vanamahotsava by  
planting a  tree. Variations are organizing protective devices for newly planted trees so 
 they don’t get destroyed. 
 
Friendship Day 
6 August A great day to become a Friend of the zoo. Zoos could offer “Bring a friend 
for  
 
Raksha Bandhan 
9 August On this day sisters tie a “rakhee” to their  brother’s wrist, which symbolizes 
 love, “taking care” of and gratitude for a sibling.  Zoos can substitute animal 
and  plant rakhee’s to symbolize our commitment to their conservation. 
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Clean up the World   
16-18th Sept. This is another great day to clean up the campaign zoo. 
 
World Habitat Day   
5th October Habitats are what hold animals and without habitats  neither the animals nor 
we  were be able to survive. Take advantage of the day by teaching more about 
 habitats of animals. 
 
Wildlife Week (India)   
1st week of Painting and essay competitions, prize awarding ceremo nies with  dignitaries 
like October Forest Ministers in attendance.  It is a wonderful “week” for zoos. 
 
World Ecology Week   
1st November Teaching environment and ecology in the zoo is a wonderful  way to illustrate 
the  principles of ecology with live animals as symbols of different types of 
 ecosystems. 
 
World Biodiversity Conservation Day   
24th November Use this day to highlight the great diversity of animal and plant life - in the 
 world as well as right in your zoo.   Give small creatures some attention for a 
 change! 
 
World Conservation Day   
3rd December World Conservation day can be celebrated especially to teach about 
 conservation to young children. The most important role of zoos, i.e. 
 conservation of threatened species can be the topic for a lecture.  
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Sloth Bear Salvation
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Click here to download Sloth Bear Teaching Guide

Sloth Bear
Teaching Guide
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Celebration of Wildlife 
Week 2011 by 
Conservation 
Himalayas, 
Chandigarh. 
Conservation Himalayas 
celebrated the Wildlife Week 
with students and teachers 
of the Himalayan Public 
School (HPS) at Reckong 
Peo in Kinnaur district of 
Himachal Pradesh. On 1 

October 2011, the students 
of 4-10 standard and 
teachers joined the team of 
the Conservation Himalayas 
in a small gathering to 
celebrate the Wildlife Week 
enthusiastically. 
Conservation Himalayas is 
indebted to the Zoo 
Outreach Organization for 
supplying WLW educational 
resource materials for this 
programme.  

The theme of the 
programme was 
‘Understanding and Saving 
Biodiversity‘ with emphasis 
on bears. They used a 
method in which thirteen  
students played the role of 
wild animals wearing paper 
masks of a variety of wildlife 
to understand and make the 
audience to understand the 
meaning of biodiversity and 
conservation welfare. 
Santosh Sahoo taught the 
threats Bears face due to 

human-induced damage to 
their natural habitats.  
Examples of Human-Bear 
conflicts in the black bear 
ranging areas in Shimla 
district were illustrated to 
explain why bears enter into 
human habitation areas and 
pose serious threats to the 
human lives and crops.

A game activity on “Threats 
to Bears” was conducted in 
which some of the students 

participated in a role-play to 
display how Himalayan black 
bears and human beings are 
in conflict due to gradual 
destruction to their natural 
habitats by the human 
beings.  At the end of this 
play, the participants went 
on a rally insisting audience 
to give habitat protection 
and support bear anti-
poaching.  At the end of the 
programme, ZOO 
educational resource 

materials on  bears were 
distributed to all teachers 
and students and contents 
were explained in detail.   
Conservation Himalayas is 
especially thankful to the 
ZOO Outreach Organization 
and Alertis for the resource 
materials.   Submitted by 
Santhosh Kumar Sahoo, 
Conservation Himalayas, 
Chandigarh.  
chimalayas@yahoo.com

Threats to bear game was conducted to understand plight of bears

Students were taught the meaning of biodiversity by using animal  masks

Bear Programme Report
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Wildlife Week 
Celebrations at the 
American College, 
Madurai, Tamil Nadu
The Department of Zoology, 
The American College has 
organized Wildlife Week 
Celebrations on 4.10.2011 
to commemorate the 
culmination of United 
Nations Decade on 
Biodiversity (2011-2020), 
International Year of Forests 
(2011), World Animal 
Welfare Day (Oct.4th) and 
Wildlife Week Celebrations 
(Oct.1-7).  More than 200 
students belonging to 
different Departments of the 
college participated.  
Various inter-departmental 
competitions like essay 
writing, pencil sketching 
and slogan writing were 
conducted on the theme of 
Wildlife Conservation 
including bears. Zoo 
Outreach Organization 
distributed packets 
sponsored by Alertis Fund 
for Bears and Nature
with species and 
conservation themes.  
Student were instructed to 
take the pledge included in 
educational materials to 
protect the animals in all 
ways.  They wore bear 
masks and tied bear rakis to 
emphasize the importance of 
these useful animals and 
biodiversity conservation.  
Submitted by M.Rajesh, 
American College, 
Madurai, TN. 
lillyrajesh@yahoo.com.

Pencil sketching activity on bears is going on

A activity sheet on bears which is taken from ZOO’s bear booklet
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Wildlife Week 
Celebration 2011 at 
Tata Steel Zoological 
Park, Jamshedpur
theme based :“Bats- 
nuisance species or service 
provider in ecosystem”. Quiz 
topic was “Biodiversity and 
Indian Wildlife”. Standard 
VI- VII was allotted the topic 
Sloth bear in the Forest.  
The children enjoyed the 
informative educational 
materials provided by the 
Zoo Outreach Organization.  
Sponsors were SMV 
Beverages PEPSI, 
Chhaganlal Dayaljee, Lions 
Club of Jamshedpur Steel 
City, Rotary Club of 
Jamshedpur Steel City, 
Inner Wheel Club of 
Jamshedpur, private citizens 
and others.  Submitted by. 
S. K. Mahato, Curator. 
Email: 
skmahato196@rediffmail.
com

Students aged 11-13 took part in bear art competition

Sloth bear in the forest was the topic of the drawing competition
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RMNH, Bhopal, MP -
Bear and Awareness 
Regional Museum of Natural 
History, Bhopal organized 
awareness programmes on 
'"Bears, Forests & 
Biodiversity 20 October 
2011. Sixty enthusiastic 
students from class 5-8 
participated in this 
programme and expressed 
their solidarity towards 
animal welfare. Shri. Manik 
Lal Gupta, Museum Assistant 
related much information 
about bear conservation and 
the specific use of their 
claws and nose.  Students 
were encouraged to refuse 
to support bear dancing and 
also purchase materials 
made of bear products.  
Elephants were also covered 
and student warned never to 
go close to elephant.  Study 
materials received from Zoo 
Outreach Organisation, e.g., 
mask, posters and booklets 
were used. Submitted by 
Dr. S. Sethuramalingarn, 
Scientist- E, MNH, 
Bhopal. Email 
rmnhsethu@bsnl.in

Students were encouraged not to support bear dancing

Students are enjoying wearing of bear masks
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Wildlife Awareness 
Programme during 
Wildlife Week by 
WWF-India, M.P & 
Chhattisgarh
 A  programme was 
organized in Govt. Middle 
School, Indri, Mandla 
District, M.P, on 4 October 
where students were 
appraised about the 
importance of bears in the 
ecosystem and how to work 
out on human animal 
conflict.   The kit on Bats & 
Biodiversity and Bears, 
Forest & Biodiversity of Zoo 
Outreach Organization along 
with education kit of WWF-I 
was distributed to all the 
participants. On 5 Oct 2011 
a workshop was organized 
on nature conservation in 
Govt. Hr. Sec. School, Chilpi 
of C.G. Children of 13-18 yrs 
were taught about wildlife 
and its importance in 
ecosystem. A quiz 
competition was kept to 
judge the knowledge of the 

children.  The children were 
told about the role of bears 
in ecosystem and motivated 

to help in conserving 
wildlife.   Submitted by: 
Ms. Sangita Saxena, WWF 

India, Bhopal, MP. Email: 
sdwwfmpcg@gmail.com

They were motivated to save the bears

Students were appraised about the importance of bears
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Wildlife Week celebration 
in Tamil Nadu 
St. Christopers Teacher 
Training College, Chennai 
conducted wildlife week 
programme for 60 of their 
teacher training students. 
The TRIO theme e.g., UN 
Decade of Biodiversity 
2011-2020, UN International 
year of Forest 2011 and Year 
of the Bat 2011 were 
explained which was 
followed by the distribution 
of 3 educational packets 
received from ZOO, India on 
Frog, Bat & Bear. At the end, 
all the participants shared 
their experience in the 
campus to the Hr. Sec. 
School students in the same 
campus.
Submitted by Ms. Jessie
Jeyakaran, Chennai. Email:
jessiejey@rediffmail.com

Wearing the bear masks and roaming as bears in the forest

Teacher trainees with ZOO’s education kits

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 86



 18

Animal Welfare 
Fortnightly at Mumbai 
Zoo
As a part of various 
educational activities, 
Veermata JiJabai Bhoslale 
Udyan conducted three 
programmes during Animal 
welfare Fortnightly 2012. 
Twenty school students and 
a teacher were participated 
in each programme. 

The presentation and 
demonstration of education 
materials received from Zoo 
Outreach Organisation was 
held. The education packets 
titled Bears, forest and 
Biodiversity, Frogs are part 
of Biodiversity, Bats and 
Biodiversity and the posters 
All Animals Alert and Lion-
tailed Macaque were 
demonstrated to the 
participants with the brief 
information about threat to 
these important species and 
their role and importance in 
ecology. These materials 

were distributed to the 
participants and they were 
informed about how to use 
them to educate other 
students in their school. 
Submitted by: Mr. A.M. 
Anjankar, Director. Email: 
Jijamata Udyan 
<vjbudyanzoo@yahoo.co.
in>

The students who participated in bear and other education programmes awarded with certificates

How to use the bear kits 
was demonstrated to the 
school students in order 
to teach others at the 
school
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CEE Madhya Pradesh 
celebrated Animal 
Welfare Fortnightly 
with a theme bear
Zoo Outreach 
Organization supplied 
The Alertis sponsored the 
bear education materials 
to  help educators to 
create awareness  The 
material developed for 
specific animal is 
oriented toward both 
conservation and welfare.

Centre for Environment 
Education, CEE Madhya 
Pradesh State Office, 
Bhopal conducted bear 
awareness programme at 
Servite Convent H S 
school, Hoshangabad, 
M.P. Five hundred 
students of class VI-X 
and 10 teachers 
participated in the 
programme. Mr. Dilip 
Chakravarty, Project 
Officer organized specific 
lecture on Bear.  He 
highlighted the animal 
welfare components in 
the kit/packets  The 
emphasis is given on the 
fact that if all wildlife 

conservation practiced 
properly, it benefits the 
domestic and wild 
animals in the long term. 
Mr. Joseph Kujur, CEE 
facilitated the sessions. 

Submitted by: Mr. Dilip 
Chakravarthy, CEE, MP. 
Email:dilip.chakravarty@c
eeindia.org

Placard and mask used by students

Session on Bear in progress
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Activities and Games with best theme

Activity 1:  How many bears can fill a t-shirt

Materials required:   One XXL t-shirt to be sacrificed 
    (provided in your bear teaching kit)
Number of participants: As many as want can try to participate
Time limit:   10 – 15 minutes 
Age:    4-7 years

It has been said that an Ambassador car will hold 30 people during a political rally!  The object 
of this exercise is to see how many youngsters can fit into an XXL bear t-shirt (especially 
provided in your kit).

This exercise has to be carefully monitored so that no youngster is hurt or suffocated. Start 
with two youngsters and place the t-shirt over their heads with two heads in the collar.  Then 
fill the t-shirt with youngsters, one by one.  Probably more can get their head into the collar 
depending on the age of the students.  When the collar fills up and starts to split, you can use 
the arms … probably two students can occupy each arm.  

If you are really into this and it has not become dangerous, you can take blunt scizzors and 
cut a few holes in the t-shirt in strategic places so that other heads can come out and 
participants can breathe.

Be sure and record the number of students that finally got in the t-shirt.  Send a photograph.  
We will release this information nationally to the press.  Locally, this will make a wonderful 
photo op.

Caution:  be VERY sure no youngster is getting too much squeezed, trampled or suffocated or 
your photo op will turn into a photo-scandal. 

Activity 2: Survival of the fittest
Materials required:   Masks
Number of Students:  As many as you want
Time limit:    30 minutes
Age:    6-12 years

• Draw a big circle on the ground with a chalk, depending on the strength on the students. 
(All the students must be able to run inside the circle)

• Divide it into eight parts and number them 1-8 clearly.
• Make the students stand in a big circle, wearing their masks.
• The person who conducts the programme will stand facing away from the students and 

start clapping. (If you can play music, it will be better)
• The students start to run within the circle and keep running till the clapping stops.
• Then the conductor says a number between 1-8, including 1 and 8. 
• The children within the number announced come out of the game.
• The game goes on this way till there is only one student left. 
• This student is the winner.

Activity 3: Passing the Story
Materials Required:   Nil
Number of Students:  A group of 25 - 30 
Time Limit:    At your discretion
Age:    6-12 years

  
• Select a set of students.
• Ask them to sit in a circle. 
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• Give them the skeleton / essence of a story with a Bear theme. You can use some of the 
resource material provided in these guidelines for background or select one of the story 
starter examples below.   

• The background should include a few facts … how a bear from the forest becomes a 
dancing bear or how this and deforestation has affected the status of bears etc.   

• Start the story for them with something like “Once upon a time deep in the forest there 
lived two sloth bears”.

• The children can use their imagination and make the story go any way they like.  
Encourage them to be creative.

• If they have trouble you can give them a plot (this has been added to story examples 
below)

• Ask a student to start the story. The child should tell one or two sentences only then 
passes it on to the one sitting next to him,  Each child adds his or her own angle to the 
story and completes it.   It doesn’t matter if they stick to it – what matters is that they try 
to use the information you gave and also just to think about bears and their problems.

• For an amusing climax, try and note down what the kids say and then read the “story” to 
them all at once time after they are finished. 

Example stories to start the game :
Example 1 : Dancing bears.
“Dancing bear” shows are common in India.  Many people observe and enjoy mendicants who 
own the bears, laughing at their antics and asking questions about their lives with their “pet” 
bears.  

These people may not know that  cubs are cruelly taken away when they are young by 
poachers who kill the mother in order to get the cubs.  They do not grow up in the woods 
where they are meant to live.  They are trained using cruel methods and pulled around by a 
chain or string which is passed through a ring that pearces the nose.   Sometimes the bears 
look undernourished and for sure they don’t get the nutritious grubs and ants they get in the 
forest.  They are made to walk on the hot pavement which burns their soft feet. 

Estimates of the number of sloth bears kept for performing are more than 1000.  This number, 
considering the way the bears are procured, affects their survival as a species. In India it is 
sloth bears which are used for this; in Eastern Europe it is brown bears.  
Ask kids to make up a story about dancing bears.

Example 2 : Poaching and trade
Bears live happily in the forest eating termites, beetles and berries and snuffling around.
Bad people come and kill these happy bears.  They use one of their body organs for medicine, 
the gall bladder.  They also sell their paws which are used in elaborate dishes. 

Make up a story in which a bear is killed and the forest department catches his killer and puts 
him in jail.  In jail he sees a Discovery programme on T.V. about the bear trade and feels 
sorry.  Ask kids to make up a story about what he does to change his ways.

Story 3 : Loss of forest ; loss of bear homes
Human activity such as building lots of house, constructing shopping centers, opening 
recreation sites like golf courses and resorts causes loss of forest.  This means animals like 
bears don’t have a home.  If they come close to human villages, drawn by the smell of food, 
or if they raid refuse heaps, they might get poisoned or shot by frightened villagers.  

Ask the kids to tell a story about what happens to bears that lose their forest. 

Activity 4: Find your Rakhi partner
Materials required:   Rakhis and Masks 
Number of Students:  However many
Time limit:    10 minutes 
Age:    10-12 years
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Ask participants to wear the masks.   They should hold the rakhi’s they got in their bags up so 
they can be seen. Ask them to find a rakhi partner which matches their mask 

Conduct a rakhi tying with these partners with each tying the rakhi on the other and pledging 
to “Care for Bears” as they care for their human brothers and sisters (or better, maybe!) 

Whoever conducts this exercise should make up a suitable short speech about caring for one 
another and caring for the wildlife in our world … particularly bears.  

Activity 5: Just a line
Materials required:   Bear Masks
Number of Students:  As many as you want
Time limit:    One minute per student
Age:    10-14 years

• Hand out bear bags to students
• Ask them to take out their Itty-bitty Bear Book and the bear mask
• Separate them into teams of the four bear types, namely Sun Bear team, Sloth Bear team, 

Brown Bear team and Black Bear team according to the mask they got.
• Ask students to wear the mask they got in their bags
• Let the teams go one by one 
• Ask members of the first team to state just one fact – “ just a line” -- about their species 

or type of bear using their booklets for reference.  If they run out of facts from the book, 
you can suggest that they could just say anything (has to be true) from their own feelings 
(I like Sun bears) or even ask a question (do sun bears like the sun?) or make a rhyme 
(Sun bears are fun) about their type of bear.

 
Activity 6: Complete the bear  
Materials Required:   Black Board or large paper sheets

Chalk or pens
Watch with seconds hand

Number of Students:  As many as you want
Time Limit:    5 minutes to study the picture, 5 minutes for drawing
Age:    10-15 years

• All those who want can participate 
• Divide the participants into bear groups according to their masks – Sloth bear group, Sun 

bear group, Black bear group, Brown bear group  (if there is a large number of participants 
you can even make two groups per bear type)

• Draw a circle for each bear face type on the black board  or paper sheets and put the name 
underneath – Sloth, Sun, Black, Brown

• The object of the game is for groups to draw their bear face look as much like the bear 
named, using their masks and the pictures on the bag as guides.

• Call out parts of the bear one by one (as suggested below) and a student from each group 
should run and draw that part on his group’s bear face.  Give 30 seconds per part. 

Nose!    Mouth!
Right ear!  Chin!
Left ear!  Hair!
Right eye!  Colour face!
Left eye! 

• For large groups of students, paper exclusively can be used and the exercise can be 
repeated as many times as needed for each student to draw or you can have 8 or more 
teams with bear faces repeated.  

• If there are still a few students left over, let them be judges and select a First, second and 
third best drawing.  Give the winners a hand! 
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Activity 7: Complete the bear in his habitat
Materials Required:   Black Board or large paper sheets or chart paper 
    Chalk or pen Pictures of the four bears faces, 
    Watch with minute hand
Number of Students:  4 Teams 
Time Limit:    3 minutes per team
Age:    10-15 years 
Objective:   To draw a bear in his habitat 

• Divide students into four teams
• Let one team draw the face of the bear – one student to draw and others (only on their 

team) should shout instructions.
• The next team draws the body (one student to draw … etc.)
• The next team draws plants and trees (as above) 
• And last team draws hills, gully's, rocks (as above) 

This exercise could be followed by a story in quick time with each member of each team 
contributing a sentence about the component in their team assignment, again giving 3 
minutes per team, e.g. the “face team” just tells things about the face, the “body team” tells 
about the body, etc.

Activity 8: Blind bears 
Materials Required:   Black Board or chart paper
    Chalk
    Cloth to cover the eyes
    Bear bags, Watch with minute hand
Number of Students:  As many as you want
Time Limit:    5 minutes to study picture & 10 mins to draw
Age:    10-15 years

• All those who want can participate 
• Divide the participants in to as many groups or teams as you want
• Draw circles on the black board or on chart paper – one circle per team
• Participants volunteer to come one by one to the black board or paper for their team
• Blindfold the volunteer and ask him to draw any part of the bear – team members can 

instruct him 
• Next volunteer steps up and draws
• Continue till all have contributed to the picture or until time is up.

Have a judging committee made up of (a) anyone you want, or (b) participants who didn’t get 
to draw and ask them to select the best of the worst! 

This activity can be modified depending on the age of the participants.  For very young 
children any bear type will suffice; for older kids you could assign different bear types to the 
groups or teams.

Activity 9: Essay Writing
Materials Required:   Slides, Slide projector or pictures / posters,  Paper and Pen 
    depending on the number of students
Number of Students:  Any number
Time Limit:   30 minutes
Age:   13-17 years
Show the students a slide or a poster of a Dancing bear  (or use any of the A4 pictures with 
captions provided in this kit if you don’t have a slide or poster).   You can give them some 
background material depending on their need.  There is some information in this guide and 
even in the bear bags on dancing bears.   Then ask them to write an essay / story in about 
100 words on it any of the pictures.
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Activity 10 : Rangoli bears
Materials required:   Rangoli materials e.g., Colours, rangoli powder 
    Flat surface suitable for rangoli drawing
Number of Students:  As many as you want divided into as many teams as appropriate
Time Limit:    60 minutes or as you wish
Age:    13-17 years

• Select as many students as you want according to their interest and divide them into 
“manageable” teams.  Possibly each team could have at least one member who knows 
something about rangoli drawing

• Ask each team to draw rangoli bears 
– they can draw according to their age and level.  Older students could be given team 

assignments for the different types of bears
– they can draw habitat components or decorative designs as per their wish

• Provide judges, if possible, and select the best rangoli pictures

Activity 11: Drawing and story   
Materials required:   A4 size paper, and painting materials e.g., drawing pencil, 
    eraser, crayons or colour pencils 
Number of Students:  As many as you want
Time Limit:    30 – 60 minutes for drawing
    30 minutes for making a story

• Hand out Bear Bags
• Tell students about the various bear their habitat and their food habits etc. also 

encouraging them to refer the Itty Bitty-Bear Book
• Write different themes on a slip of paper and put the slips in a hat or basket.  You can 

repeat themes but try to make sure that there is a variety so that every other student will 
do a completely different drawing.

• After all students have completed their drawing, hang the drawings on the wall and try to 
make an illustrated story from the collected drawings.  This is not very easy but it will be 
fun.  Students should be above to move drawings around to formulate a story and then put 
captions on the pictures to tell the story.  Later, the drawings and captions can be 
assembled in a book and given to some very small children.

Some themes are: 
The Bear as I imagine it Bear in a cave Man eating bear claw soup
My favorite bear Sloth bear raiding an anthill Bears in comics
Dancing Bears Black bear on a hill Bears courting
Bear in its habitat Bears running from men Sun bear in a tree
Bear eating berries Men running from bears A teddy bear
Bear raiding garbage heap Bears in a circus Bear skin rug 
Mother bear with baby bear Bears in a zoo Bear skin coat
Bear tracks in the forest Bears of the future Bear skin hat 
Man buying medicine made 
from bear gall

Bears being rescued by 
wildlife department

Goldilocks and the three 
bears

Activity 12: Memory Game
Materials Required:    Paper, board and pencil
Number of Students:   As many as you want.
Time Limit:  5 minutes talk, 10 minutes to observe and 5 minutes to 

write
Age:  6-17 years 
 
• This game can be conducted with as many students as you want. 
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• Take all the children to the bear exhibit tell them certain facts about the bear, for e.g. what 
it eats, its life span, the number of babies it produces a year, etc. 

• Then allow them to stand and observe the bear for ten minutes. 
• After that take them to a place where they cannot see the bear 
• Make them write down every thing they noticed in the exhibit about the bear. E.g. Its hair 

colour, its claws, its height, the colour of its eyes, the ‘V’ on its chest if any and also the 
bear facts that were told to them at the beginning of the game. 

• If you have more than one bear exhibit you could repeat the process with the next bear 
too, and have them compare the differences for themselves.

Activity 13: Dancing animals 
Materials required:    Rakhis and Masks, 

Newspapers
Music (optional) 

Number of Students:   30 or any even number 
Time limit:     10 minutes 
Age:     3-17 years

Rules of the game: 
The piece of newspaper (one double sheet of standard large newspaper) represents the forests 
and the students or participants are bears. Throughout the game the partners should stand on 
the paper -- Whoever comes out of the paper is out of the game.

While folding the paper they can stand on the ground.

Game instructions;
• Make the students wear the masks and rakhis they got in their packet.
• Ask them to match their masks with another student’s rakhi and form pairs of “bears” or 

partners
• Give each pair of bears one sheet of a newspaper 
• Get them to spread the full newspaper (double sheet) on the floor and the partners or 

pairs stand on their piece newspapers
• Start the music or if there is no music system you can substitute clapping (if there is an 

odd student, he or she can join you in clapping)
• As long as you clap or play the music, the partners (pairs of bears) must dance – ON the 

newspaper
• The moment the music/clapping stops the partners must fold the newspaper once and 

stand on it again
• Again the music starts and the bears start dancing on the folded paper
• If any one of the pair steps outside of the paper while dancing, that pair is out of the game
• Each time the music or clapping is stopped the newspaper is folded once again.

Thus the game continues till one pair of bears is left on a small piece of folded newspaper.  
Play music or clap until they too step out of the paper – it won’t take long and will be very 
funny to watch.
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Bear Activity for older kids (high school and college):  
Debate !

The article below from News & World Report addresses very emotionally charged and 
controversial issues.

Photocopy the article or make it available so that each person in your target group has one.   
Everyone in the target group should read the article.  Ask for volunteers for debate, or have a 
system of random selection that the group members suggest and fix a debating team of 4 
persons “for” radical solutions to bear use and trade and 4 persons  “against”.  

The following issues can be debated  (and you can add your own.) 
1. Should Americans supply bear parts to Asia from legally hunted bears in USA parks 

where they are plentiful (and also a nuisance in some localities)?
2. Is bear “farming” a solution to the need for bear gall in Asian medicine?
3. Is killing animals for any reason justifiable?

Asia wants bears. America has spares 
Proposing a swap to save threatened species 
By Michael Satchell 

On the rolling savannas of Africa, most of the world's 12,000 rhinos survive in closely guarded 
game parks. In the shrinking forests of Asia, fewer than 6,000 tigers remain. Both face losing 
battles not only with habitat loss but with an insatiable market for rhino horn and tiger bone, 
essential ingredients in the traditional Chinese medicine still widely practiced throughout Asia. 

Chastened by the failure to halt the decline of the rhino and tiger through conventional 
strategies, some conservationists now propose a radical idea to save another threatened 
animal--the bear, whose gallbladders are also a staple of traditional Chinese medicine. 

The idea is to substitute a legal trade in parts from plentiful North American bears for the 
illegal trade in vulnerable Asian, European, and South American bear populations. The 
proposal has predictably infuriated many animal-protection groups, which see any wildlife 
trade as a road to overexploitation. But proponents say a regulated trade in gallbladders and 
other bear parts will reduce poaching and ensure protection--just as regulated hunting and 
fishing have protected deer, turkeys, and other once nearly extinct North American species.  
The 40,000 bears legally killed each year in the United States and Canada have little effect on 
North America's huge population of more than 600,000 black, grizzly, and polar bears. And 
their gallbladders could go a long way toward meeting Asian demand, easing pressures on the 
world's other threatened bears. 

China has only 60,000 bears left; Japan, 10,000; South Korea and Taiwan, both major bile 
consumers, have wiped out their bear populations entirely. South America, where a single 
gallbladder can earn a campesino five times his usual monthly wage, has seen its spectacled 
bears dwindle to little more than 10,000.  There is already a growing underground North 
American traffic in gallbladders, which hunters sell for $50 to $200 apiece to middlemen who 
funnel them overseas or to Asian communities in America. But a confusing patchwork of state 
laws has hindered the development of an efficient market; only 20 states permit hunters to 
sell bear parts at present. The result, says Tsang Sau Yuen, a Hong Kong trader in traditional 
medicines, is that "your hunters shoot bears for sport and fun but deny Asians their medicinal 
benefit." 

Bear gallbladders and bile are much sought after as treatments for everything from hangovers 
to cancer. Tsang notes that controlled trade of animal products is the heart of the 136-nation 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species.   The issue was debated at the 
biennial CITES conference June 9 in Zimbabwe. 

Ban the bear. Animal-protection groups hope to erect a more formidable obstacle to the 
opening up of legal trade: A bill introduced by Kentucky Sen. Mitch McConnell would ban all 
commerce in bear viscera. Peter Knights of the Investigative Network, an animal-protection 
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group based in Washington, D.C., insists that a ban, along with changed attitudes, is the only 
solution. "Asians want to be seen as good citizens of the world," he says. "We must convince 
them that contributing to the demise of endangered species will earn the rest of the world's 
censure." Knights says traditional-medicine practitioners should replace bear bile with 
synthetic or herbal alternatives. 

A complicating factor in efforts to save the bears is China's bear farms. In 1984, the Chinese 
began capturing, confining, and breeding bears and "milking" their bile through catheters 
implanted in their gallbladders. In theory, it sounds like good conservation management. But 
international inspectors found shocking conditions: 10,000 bears neurotic from confinement in 
tiny cages and bloody from self-mutilation. Stung by the outcry, China says it is reducing its 
bear farm population by a third and improving conditions. But however much even the most 
pragmatic conservationists want the farms closed for humane reasons, they concede that wild 
populations will suffer as a consequence. The Chinese say their bear farms annually provide 
the equivalent of 14,000 gallbladders from dead animals. And Asia's rapidly expanding and 
increasingly affluent population of 3.5 billion is expected to drive demand for bile products 
even higher.    © Copyright U.S. News & World Report, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Bear games
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Game card

Click here to 
download games and 

activities booklet. 
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www.zooreach.org/downloads/ZOO_Manuals/Games_Activities_book.pdf


Click here to download “Bear”
 Drama guideline book
Packet guideline book
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www.zooreach.org/downloads/ZOO_Manuals/Bear_packet_guideline.pdf


DARE TO CARE 
FOR BEARS

 Sally Walker
Zoo Outreach Organisation

Power Point Presentation
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Of the eight species of bear, four 
subspecies can be found in South Asia

Brown  Black   Sun   Sloth
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Large numbers of Sloth bears 
and Black bears are held in 
zoos and rescue centers

Many zoos urgently require 
technical information on 
enrichment, nutrition and 
other management aspects.  
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Bears (overwhelmingly sloth 
bears) are also owned by 
individuals    
 Mendicants take bears around 

and get them to perform for 
money donations.  

The public supports this primarily due 
to their ignorance of the effect on 
bears and perhaps their insensitivity. 

 Traffic for gall in South Asia is so far 
unreported.

 International traffic in bears from 
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International Bear Foundation (IBF), Ouwehand 
Zoo, Netherlands supports 

  education and public awareness of bear 
problems and solutions
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Zoo Outreach Organisation (ZOO) represents IBF in 
India and
  provides free educational materials for zoos, rescue centres, 

natural history museums, etc
  maintains a data base of bear problems 
  distributes management materials for bear-bearing zoos   
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“Dare to Care for Bears” Education 
Program 
 

  model evolved by ZOO over last 18 years 
  combines technical, educational and welfare 

perspective
   priority on zoos holding bears 
   strategy
 bear bearing zoos sign up for the programme 
 ZOO sends them a variety of husbandry material free of 

charge
 ZOO invites them to conduct an education programme on 

bears
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Education programme model
  small amount of money; large amount of collaboration
  reach and engage zoo visitors in zoos throughout a 

country or region
 provides instruction kits and packets of activity 

items and information (copyright free
  Zoos provide the venue, the audience, and the event
  IBF provides funds
  truly collaborative programme 
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Kits and packets 
  Kits include  
  Guidelines booklet for organizing  public programs 

targeted at school children,
  Theme T-shirts and other prize items (for essay 

and painting competitions)
  Posters (simple) for teaching
  Press kit
  Packets for each  participant, and other items to 

enhance the program.  (100-500 per organisation)
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Programme model  
Focused on appropriate nationally or internationally 

designated “days”, “weeks”, etc.
 Indian Wildlife Week
 Raksha Bhandan 
 Animal Welfare Fortnightly (India)
 World Environment Day

 zoos are prioritised (bear-bearing zoos first) for kits 
 Rules 

 must send a short proposal. 
 applicant pays for postage
 must include a public function  
 commitment to send detailed report with photographs, 

press clippings, participant quotes etc
 fill an evaluation form
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This model is convenient for India and some 
other Asian countries
•  few Indian zoos have educator posts
•  difficulty in creating specialised materials 
•  poor access to technical materials
•  no budget for education
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Conducting such programs have multiple 
effects
• reinforces zoos’ commitment to education 
• educates their superior officers about importance 
of zoo education
• gives many zoos a good public image for little 
money 
• provides a unique educational experience for many 
many people
• A minimum of 10,000 persons were thus educated 
for about $2000.00. 
• International Bear Foundation gets good value for 
their donation so they keep donating
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•  Kits are shared with 
ARNIZE members all over 
Asia on an ad hoc basis
•  Indian zoos like the 
programmes
•  Indian zoos 
spontaneously declared 
“bear year” due to these 
materials in 2000.
•
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Posters illustrate the basic issues :
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Game : how many kids can fit into an XXL bear shirt ?

ArignarAnna Zoological Park, Vandalur
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Z.O.O. programme    
Air Force School

Rangoli (sand drawing) 
competition – bear theme

Game :  Dancing Bears
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Agra Bear Rescue 
Centre programme
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Conservation & animal welfare organisation, Visak --  a model 
model programme
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The best programmes are 
where kids can go look at 
bears 

Conservation & animal 
welfare organisation and 
Visak Zoo -- a model 
model programme
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A rally on behalf of bears

GM & ZOO – Zoo Patrol
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A bear drama at Allen 
Forest Zoo, Kanpur

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 124



Students at Lucknow Zoo appreciate Bear Bags  
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National Zoo, New Delhi -- Rakhi tieing
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Regional Museum of Natural History, Mysore 
teaches bear facts in a remote village.
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Regional Museum of Natural History, Mysore takes     the bear 
facts to the field for village children
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Village kids won the t-shirt 
contest hands down !
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It takes care 
to make a 
bear … Tata 
Zoo, Bihar
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Trivandrum Zoo – big drama
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Udaipur Wildlife Warden made 
wonderful souvenirs for their 
DARE TO CARE FOR BEARS 
programme courtesy of the 
Lions Club

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 132



DARE TO CARE FOR BEARS
Zoos that participate in these programmes 
get other benefits
 they will be invited again next time
 their Report is published in ZOOS’ PRINT 

magazine, ARNIZE news and on our 
website

 they “learn” to educate by doing it
 their own creativity is stimulated 
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Chapter 2
Sloth Bear Salvation

The End
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Chapter 3
Elephant Ethics

ZEN
ZOO Educator Network
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Packet
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Elephant 
   Etiquette

for the welfare of elephant and man

Booklet
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Lets Look at our Elephant Etiquette
for the welfare of elephant and man

Who has not heard of “man-animal conflict” these days?  
The newspapers are full of reports of domestic cattle 
lifting by big cats, depredation of crops by blackbuck, 
monkeys invading kitchens,  etc.  The conflict between 
human beings and elephants has become so pervasive 
that it has its own acronym, or abbreviation, that is, HEC 
- Human Elephant Conflict.  

More attention is given to HEC in rural areas because 
elephants are deprived of habitat and food. They are 
entering villages and agricultural fields to find eatables in 
kitchen gardens and crops.

In countries like India, however, captive elephants in 
cities and towns have their own problems with human 
beings in zoos, temples, public roads, etc.  Some people 
don’t know how to behave around them, sometimes 
resulting in injuries or fatalities through no fault of the 
elephant. The elephant may be punished however.

So, in this booklet, when we talk about Elephant 
Etiquette, we include all instances of human elephant 
contact, rural, city, captive and wild.  Elephants are big 
and powerful.  Don’t risk injury or putting the elephant 
into trouble. Learn some rules and principles of 
Elephant Etiquette.  

1
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Entertainment elephants ? 
Zoos and circuses

There are thousands of elephants owned by zoos and 
circuses.  Many of these elephants have very hard lives.  
Elephants are social, smart and energetic.  In nature, they 
move with a herd and interact with  other elephants.  They 
also have challenges such as finding food, dealing with 
carnivores and man.  They spend a lot of time moving 
around, gathering a variety of foods, bathing, taking care of 
young, etc.    

In a zoo or circus they are normally chained, and in many cases, they are all alone.  So 
from a very rich life of interpersonal relationships and activity, they are lonely, bored and 
lethargic.  Sometimes their mahouts mistreat them, as if standing chained in one place 
was not enough punishment.  

Elephants normally live a very long time and it is not unusual to hear of an elephant having 
spent half a century chained in a small stall or behind a building. 

Some zoos have seen the light about elephants and as a policy will not even keep them.  
Other have improved their standards of care quite a lot.

Still, elephants on display for our pleasure have had to give up a lot.  We owe it to them to 
behave in their presence and avoid irritating them. 

2
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Elephant gods and work horses
Temple, camp and farm elephants

Throughout Asia elephants are utilised for temple duty 
and also heavy duty forest and farm work.  Temple 

elephants are often taken to beg for alms by temple 
mahouts.  Often they are out in hot part of the day 

without access to water.  As one can imagine, 
elephants need a lot of water ! 

Elephants in forest department owned elephant camps  
seem to get a better deal than privately owned work 
elephants.  For one thing they live in camps or near 

the forest and are generally better treated than 
privately owned elephants.

Privately owned work elephants may be used like a 
tractor without much concern for their welfare.  Some 

of these may be owned by large farms, timber 
companies, and other commercial entities.  

You may come into contact  with temple or forest 
camp elephants.  Although chained, they are still big 

and powerful. Be careful around any elephant. 

3
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Human Elephant Coexistence HECx

Many rural people that we met while assembling this booklet seemed to be more “successful” in 
dealing with HEC.  These were people who had adjusted to the elephant presence, who willingly 
coexisted with the animals and accepted them as part of life.  
These people seemed to have no more and possibly many 
less irrevocable tragedies, such as loss of life or limb, than 
people whose modus operandi was fighting the elephants.

We sympathise with both people and animals in  nature, so 
we adopted human elephant coexistence as our direction in 
education and philosophy.  We have titled our programme 
“Getting Along with Elephants” meaning Human Elephant 
Coexistence, HECx. 

This booklet is about HECx and the welfare of both human 
beings and elephants.  We do not mean to belittle or dismiss 
the suffering or seriousness associated with crop and home 
loss or of the inconvenience and aggravation that 
adjustment often carries.  We simply want to focus on 
minimising the loss of life and limb.  That is why we 
include people living in cities where they come across 
captive elephants at zoos, temples, circuses, etc.  Injury and 
loss of life happens to them also when they behave foolishly 
around elephants.

4
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Etiquette means manners or your people’s customs of being polight or what we call civilised. We don’t break the 

queue; we don’t push and shove; we try to be on time for engagements; we don’t break our word; we try to speak 
nicely, etc.

When we speak of elephant etiquette, we don’t mean good manners for elephants to follow. We mean correct 

behaviour of humans toward elephants. And we define “correct” here as whatever will help you stay alive and in 
one piece.

Elephant etiquette helps both man and animal to survive. Elephant etiquette 
is when you agree NOT to act in ways that frightens or angers 

elephants, tempting them to misbehave. 

This is for your welfare and for the welfare of elephants. 

Elephant etiquette
means appropriate 
behaviour with 
elephants ... avoiding  
confrontations, 
refraining from 
annoying them, from 
exciting them, from 
goading or tempting 
them ... to put you and 
others in danger.

5
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Give up your rights ! 
All human beings are very attached to what they 
perceive as  their “rights”. Sometimes if we are very 
stubborn about our rights,  it leads us to do foolish 
things.  

Demanding our rights when dealing with elephants is 
like shaking our fist at a tsunami or  tornado, or terrorist 
attack. In some situations you have to do what is wise, 
what will help you survive, not what you think you are 
entitled to!  

Imagine a man holding a coconut nearby an elephant.  
The elephant reaches for the coconut and the man hits 
out at the elephant. and the elephant hits back.  Now, 
see the man in hospital, bandaged from head to toe still 
holding his coconut saying “I won!”

Giving an elephant the right of way is usually wise.  

Demanding your rights in some situations may cost you 
your life, or your backbone, or your leg. 

What good are your rights then ?

I won ! I got     
the coconut !

6
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Elephants have been
around a long time.

Elephants, as such, once lived in completly different parts of 

the world and in a very different form.  They were from the 

Genus Mammuthus and were members of the Family 

Elephantidae.  Instead of warm tropical  forests their habitat 

was cold tundra  such as in northern North America and 

northern Eurasia.  These elephants have been extinct since 

2000 BC and are called Wooley Mammoths.  They existed as 

long as 20,000 years ago.

Elephants today are the subject of an enormous amount of 

scientific research.  Like monkeys, our closest relatives, 

elephants have very interesting and intelligent minds, with 

thought and behaviour processes which defy explanation.  

Because of elephants’ great size and the wants and needs of 

human beings.  It is not impossible that this important 

animal could follow the Wooly Mammoth into extinction.  

Today’s elephants have many problems.   

Wooly Mammoth skeleton

Modern day elephant7
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Elephant Quiz for people living in 
cities. Just answer “yes” or “no”

Would you like to be an exhibit in a zoo, or 

circus, or temple, to be restrained by a chain 
or cage and dependent on others for food ? 

Would you like to have people throwing 

peanuts at you? or to   have people pointing 
and laughing at you? or offering food to you 

then pulling it back when your reach for it?

Do you like it when people deliberately try 
and upset you to see your reaction?

When your schoolmates tease you, or throw 

things at you, do you simply stand down?  

If you replied “no” to these questions, how do 

you think an elephant feels?  

8
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Some Elephant Etiquette (rules) for being 
near captive elephants
Visiting a zoo or circus
• don’t go close to the elephant
• don’t try to give food to moving elephants 
• don’t give them food directly; give to the keeper
• don’t touch elephants unless keeper is there
• don’t make threatening gestures nearby elephants
• don’t ridicule or laugh at elephants in their presences
• don’t make loud noises or fast movements in presence 

of elephants  
• don’t run in front of elephants

Visiting a temple
• don’t harass  chained elephants; it is a cruel  
• don’t try to feed the elephant y offerings.  Let  the keeper do it.
• don’t go too close or stay too long  
• don’t do any of the “visiting a zoo” “don’ts”
• don’t burst crackers at a temple or anywhere near elephants 

Encountering elephants in city traffic 

(Sometimes we see elephants on city roads. Their Mahout or “driver” has to obey 
traffic rules. If you are also in traffic, use your brain !)

• don’t put your hand outside car/bus window to wave to the elephant
• don’t try to attract the attention of the elephant from a two-wheeler
• don’t offer the elephant food in traffic even if the Mahout say you can 
• don’t do anything that might frighten  or anger the elephant
• don’t rev up your engine loud close to the elephant
• don’t blow your horn  loudly around the elephant
• don’t discharge a burst of eviil smelling smoke before an elephant
• don’t cut in front of the elephant
• don’t go close, either back or sides 

9
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Elephant Quiz for people living in elephant 
areas. Just answer “yes” or “no”

Do you like elephants ? Can you imagine what it would be like 
to be an elephant ? 

Do you ever get hungry ? 

Can you imagine what it would be like NOT to have anything 
to eat in your area ? 

Would you go to nearby areas and try to find food ?

If people tried to keep you away from food when you were 
very hungry, would you be angry ?  Would you fight with 
them ?  

Thanks for taking this quiz.   

Now, if you replied “yes” to the questions, how do you think 
an elephant feels ?  

10
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Suggestions for people in elephant areas

• if you are habituated to doing some activity (washing 
clothes or bathing at the river or walking to the 
shoppe at night for eatables, etc.) at a particular time 
every day, and elephants start coming there at the 
same time, stand down.  Wash and walk some other 
time. 

• if elephants are taking something from you,  think of 
its value.  Is it worthwhile to risk your life or your 
well- being.   

• don’t keep smelly food, or water, or fermenting 
liquours out in the open near your dwelling. 

• don’t talk ill of elephants, at least within their hearing 
(this suggestion comes from the experience of 
Annaikati villagers) 

• Don leave garbage around your home.

• These are a very tiny sample ... there are many, many 
suggestions and rules for avoiding or minising conflict  
with elephants in villagesl  Main one is to try and stay 
out of the way, no matter what.

11
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Elephant Quiz for Elephants themselves.  
Just answer “yes” or “no”

Do you like human beings ? 

Can you imagine what it would be like to be a 
human being ?  

Oops !  As far as we know, elephants might be able 
to like human beings (at least some human beings, 
but all science knows about elephant mentality, 
they lack the ability to “imagine”, to “put 
themselves in another person’s (or elephant’s) 
place, to follow the Golden Rule of “Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you.” 

You, as a human being, have an advantage then.  
You can emphathize with animals ... if you want to.   

Even the most uneducated villagers we spoke with 
very naturally emphathized with elephants.  Several 
villagers commented that “the elephant has a very 
big stomach. We people with our small stomach get 
so hungry ... they (the elephants) need more food.  
They have to eat.” 

The villagers thus “forgive” the elephants for trying 
to raid their crops.  This is how they adjust.

12
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Etiquette for Elephants ?

Elephants, as are all wild animals, are very unpredictable.  Wild 

animals believed to be tame have badly injured or killed their trainers 

or owners, who trusted them.  This is always because, although we 

know we mean the animal no harm, and the animal may return our 

love and trust, we can never know what in the immediate 

environment  frightens or threatens the animal.  As wild animals, 

they have a strong survival instinct which kicks in quickly, as if the 

animal were living in the wild.  

Reports of elephants killing people for seemingly small offences don’t 

give the whole picture ... the whole picture is what the elephant sees. 

For example, the elephant may be warning his wayward mahout with 

a ‘slap on the wrist’ but - because they don’t realise their strength, a 

slap could hurt or maim.

Fast movements are believed to frighten elephants ... it may be the 

reason behind the belief that elephants are afraid of mice.  Rats and 

mice move extraordinarily quickly and this is probably the reason for 

the stories of elephants seeing a mouse and running amok. 

This information should be useful to us ... we should be careful not to 

make fast or suspicious movements, or sharp loud noises when 

around elephants, even when they are securely tethered.
13
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Elephant tales -- helping humans and 
other animals

.. . an elephant in a western zoo formed a 

relationship with a rat which had come in its cage.  

He pushed food toward the rat and allowed the rat to 

sleep next to him in cold weather.   

... Cmd David Blunt, Tanganyika observed that an 

African woman had placed her baby in the shade of a 

tree while she worked.   An elephant herd strolled by 

and saw the baby. Several of the elephants pulled 

leafy branches from the tree and covered the sleeping 

babe with them to protect the infant from the many 

flies. The elephants were so gentle and quiet about 

this that they did not even wake the baby before they 

departed.  

 . . an elephant mahout had a heavy drinking 

problem.  He would go into the village, get drunk and 

pass out.  His elephant would take him home cradled 

in its trunk.

14
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What causes elephant problems anyway ?

1. In contemporary South Asia, there is less space for animals, particularly in 
rural areas near to forests, where people live.  Elephants have been displaced by 
development ... clearing forests by humans.  There is less forage and fruit for 
elephants because human beings are gathering for themselves and their 
livestock.  Elephants maintain their family ties, living in large herds.  
It  takes a big area of forest to provide them with sufficient 
food and “breathing room” to survive.

2.  People have infiltrated forests and collect forest delicacies for 
sale, reducing the variety and nutritional content of available 
foods for elephants.  

3.  The lure of “easy food” from crops, domestic stores, rural 
markets, etc. is overpowering to the hungry and frustrated elephants.

4.  Elephants sheer size and the complexity of their social behaviour cause 
tremendous difficulties in finding a place to settle.  In any case elephants move 
around a lot but now there is scant space to do so. In zoos and  other captive 
situations, elephant really suffer.

5. Elephants are much more sensitive than people think, in captivity as well as in 
the wild.  Many a visitor to a zoo or other captive elephant site has unwittingly 
riled an elephant with some silly behaviour resulting in injury, death or a very bad 
scare.  In the process sometimes the elephant, who just behaved like an 
elephant, is punished.

15
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Who causes elephant problems ?

Some of you might be thinking : “it’s not fair ! its not fair for us to have to adjust to elephants.  They should adjust to 

us.  They come in  our living and work areas and take what they want.  It is their fault ...”  Let’s look at that.

The problem of HEC is not because elephants are greedy, or stupid or mean.  It is because we human beings have been 

shortsighted.  We have developed most of the world with houses, industry, public services, etc. so that it is not habitable 

by large animals.  Forests have shrunk because of human beings, not because of  tigers or monkeys or elephants.  Their 

number is growing smaller while our numbers are 

increasing a great deal. 

We, who as a species had the intelligence to take 

over the Earth, do not have the intelligence or 

farsightedness to see that it was wrong. We went on 

breeding and building.  Now we are in trouble.  So 

how is it  “not fair” really ?  If elephants could talk they 

would say we were at fault ... aren’t they right, in a way ? 

If the elephants could read history 

and talk, they could say a lot about 

that.  

16
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Placard

Mask
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Bracelet

Rakhi
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Finger puppet

Sticker
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Introduction card
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Poster
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            Click here to download 
“Getting along with Elephants"

                 Teaching Guide
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Click here to download 
“Getting along with Elephant HECx” 

drama guideline book
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Human Elephant Coexistence
Programme at Sarpang School,
Bhutan
We are very grateful for Zoo
Outreach Organisation making us
a part of the HECx workshop in
CNR Lobesa.  It was a great
morale boost for us as we could
participate and interact with the
personnel
of other departments which was
a rare opportunity.  We organized
the School-based In-service
Program on HECx in two groups.
The first group consisted of 41
teachers and a few forest
personnel.

They participated actively and
were very happy with the
program.  The Principal
suggested that we display the
“Ele-do’s and Ele-don’ts” chart in
each classroom, so that every
child could be aware of what they
need to do in case of
confrontation with the elephants.

We conducted the 2nd HECx
session with the students of
classes 7 and 8 consisting of 250
students.  The students liked
performing HECx drama and the
Information on Elephant
Conservation in Bhutan.  The
refreshment fund for both the
programs were provided by the
Forest Division Sarpang.  The
Chief Forest Officer of Sarpang
Forest Division was impressed
with the HECx awareness
program conducted by the
school. The director of the forest
division also expressed his
gratitude for the initiatives taken
in organizing HECx awareness
program by the school in the
elephant-prone area.  One of the
participant teachers who
attended the program, Mr. Dorji,
recently got promoted as the
Principal of Tarethang community
school, which is an elephant-
prone habitat and she is also
going to condut HECx awareness
campaigns with the students,
parents and the community.  As a
token of help we handed over to
him the 150 Ele Kits and the
HECx manual.  With this we hope

to achieve the holistic objectives
of HECx workshop.  Thanking you
once again for inviting us and
educating innovative skills
training to us in changing our
thinking, attitude towards getting
along with elephants.  Submitted

by Sonam Lhamo, Kezang
Choden & Chogyel Dorji,
Sarpang, Bhutan. Email:

tashik@yahoo.com

HECx Education Programmes in Bhutan

Mini dramas depicitng human elephant coexistence

Photos continued on next page...
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Mini dramas performed by teachers on human
elephant coexistence

Difference between Asian and African elephants
explained

Elephant habitat shown in the map of Bhutan Comparing human tolerance level towards problem
elephants and rodents

Assessing participans attitude towards elephant Usage of Ele-kit packet materials demonstration
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Awareness & sensitization on
Human-elephant conflicts in
to coexistences in Umling
Geog, Sarpang Dzongkhag

Background: A day-long
awareness-cum-sensitization
exercise was given the farmers
of Umling Geog on 24th June
2010.A total of 15 participants
including 2 NFE instructors, 4
park staff and 1 GFO had
attended the day-long
program which was held at
GUP Office located at the heart
of the Geog.  The program
commenced with a wel-come
speech on behalf of the
program coordinator followed
by input from the successive
facilitators.  “This type of
awareness and sensitization
associated with crop-raiding
elephants is one of the most
informative & heart-soothing
program that we hadn’t
conducted so far in elephant-
prone places, especially in
Sarpang Dzongkhag”, the
coordinator exclaimed.  Every
year, communities located
along the migratory routes of
an elephant lose about half of
their cultivated crops to
elephants, especially during
summer and autumn crop
season.  Therein, farmers and
elephants share their
paradoxical relationship even
today.  Hence, our expectation
from the awareness delivered
on how to transform HEC into
HECx through consecu-tive
education on its ecology &
behavior of elephants would
be to further understand the
problem of an elephants and
change our attitude towards
them.  GFO, Taraythang Geog
in collaboration with RMNP had
conducted the sensitization on
the above theme.

Objectives:  The main
objectives of the program are:
· To acquaint farmers about
the basic ecology, distribution
and behavior of an elephants
. To document their attitude
towards elephants
· To gather the common
constraints faced by the
farmers & mitigation measures

being adopted at the society-
level
· To address age-old human/
elephants conflicts  and bring into
peaceful coexistence between
humans and elephants through
this awareness and sensitization
program

Meeting approaches/
methodology:  The meeting was
considered to be two-way
communications as a means to
learn more on the topic.
Presentation on basic ecology
and elephant’s behavior had

been made based on the
information prescribed in the
HECx manual through displaying
of successive charts by the
facilitators.  Further, to deepen
and expand their understanding,
we had distributed Ele-kits to the
participants and directed them to
portray mini-drama on what
leads to human-elephant
conflicts.  At the end of the day-
long program, attitude
assessment was applied so as to
assess their learning and
understanding of the participants
from that program.

Farmers performing drama on Habitat Loss
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The major topics for awareness &
sensitization program: A day-long
program covers packages of
topics commencing from the
peculiar characteristic and
behavioral aspect of elephants till
the common mitigation measures
adopted at the social level.
Further, the detailed activities are
below.

Keynote address by Program
coordinator (Mr. Yeshi Wangdi, Sr.
Ranger, RMNP)
Firstly, the program began by
welcoming all the participants
and briefly introducing the age-
old
inevitable human-elephants
conflict which is one of the major
contemporary issues in some
parts of the world.  In fact, HEC

existed in the beginning of the
early civilization however, the
scale of depredation was minimal
and remained unnoticed for
centuries. Likewise, Bhutan also
confronts such major
depredation.  “HEC has no real
solution, but prevention is
possible”, we were told by the
training coordinator.  Different
communities have adopted
different mitigation measures.  So
our program here is mainly to
change the behaviour resulting
from the conflicted mind of the
farmers against an elephants
and to bring peaceful coexistence
between the human and
elephants in the future.

Introduction on basic ecology &
description of behaviour of an
elephants: In the world, there
are two species of elephants i.e.
African & Asian elephants; they
are being differentiated base on
the disparity of their physical
appearances.

African elephants
-Have one rounded dome
-Ear size is relatively large
-Both male & female have tusks
-Skin is slightly wrinkled

Asian elephants
-Have 2 rounded
on head domes on head
-Ear size is small & rectangular
-Only males have tusks.
-Skin is very wrinkled

Asian elephants are prominent in
tropical ever-green forests, moist
deciduous forests, etc.  All Asian
elephants are generalists,
feeding on large amounts of tree
bark, leaves, fruits and, as per
the scarcity of food in the forest,
they also feed on both
horticultural and agronomical
agricultural crops.  An adult
elephant normally eats 150 kg/
day and drinks 225 liters of water
per day.  Hence, elephants have
a tough time to fulfill their
requirement of food other than to
enter inside the agricultural fields
to subside his elastic stomach.
Elephants give a birth only every
after 3-5 year; hence elephants
cannot multiply its offspring
within a short span of time.

Yeshey Wangdi interacting with the farmers

Participants and organisers of the programme
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Main causes of the HEC &
mitigation adaptation at local
level: Today India has the
highest numbers of elephants
among Asian countries whereas
only 60-100 elephants occur in
Bhutan.  Samtse, Chukha,
Sarpang, some part of Zhemgang
& Samdrup Jongkhar are the
places where we find  elephants.
Initially, all those places were
once covered with tropical
vegetation where elephants
have settled as their main
biological corridor and habitat.
Suddenly, a resettlement
program was initiated by the
Government of Bhutan and with
that, a major biological corridor
and habitat was offset by this
human settlement.  Hence,
elephants had no other option
than to invade the agricultural
fields damaging crops along his
way.  Next came habitat
fragmentation caused by
population explosion and
extension of the cultivated area.
Due to the shooting cost and
demand of the animals products,
poachers along the border area
kill the high-valued animals for
money and with these a number
of elephants die annually in
Bhutan as well as in other
countries.
Meanwhile, do’s & don’ts when
one encounters an elephant
were also disseminated to
participants.  A solar fence
around the agricultural field,
bonfires, exploding tins and
crackers as well as squads of
farm guard are the main
mitigation measures being
practiced especially in Umling &
Taraythang Geog.

Portraying of mini drama:
Preparation and portrayal of mini-
dramas was mainly to learn the
attitude towards elephants after
their enormous depredation of
crops.  Farmers mostly had an
aggressive relationship with an
elephants but with this
sensitization program, farmers
would understand the real
problems of elephants and
develop positive reactions which
favours experience of peaceful
coexistence in the near future.

Overall assessment & evaluation:
During the day-long sensitization,
participants were involved and
engaged completely.  To assess
the participants’ performance of
their learning, understanding and
accountability an attitude
assessment was conducted so as
to gauge the success of the
participants as well as program
organizer.

Findings: Despite HEC, farmers
are standing aside and using
measures to resolve these age-
old conflicts.  Mass awareness on
basic ecology and behaviour of
elephants is needed to bring
peaceful coexistence.  Lack of
funds to create awareness and
disseminate useful information to
the stakeholders.  Streamline the
awareness focus directly to the
farmers (who are the real
implementers) and schools.

Conclusion: Participants found
the day-long programme an
important and significant event in
educating the farmers who had
become impatient with the HEC.
Sensitization encompasses both
theoretical as well as practical
aspect.  Even farmers can handle
and apply the do’s & don’t which
are reflected in the manual.
Participants were optimistic that
they could transform HEC into
HECx successfully in course of

time.  However, duration of the
exercise was too short where
farmers couldn’t catch up all
those points. Participants expect
longer programs henceforward.
Submitted by Jigme Tenzin
(FEO), Yeshey (Sr.FR) and
Yeshey Wangdi(Sr.FR), Royal
Manas National Park, Bhutan.
Email:
jigmetex_205@yahoo.com

Post evalaution by Attitude Assessment

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 169



HEC …or 
HECxSome true 

It’s YOUR choice

Power Point Presentation
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Some true facts about HEC
• HEC is very complex
•

• There is no “ultimate” solution  for HEC
• because

• every  location is different
• every herd or individual is different
• every situation is different  
• No single action can be “the 
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However, if you want to coexist with 
elephants you have to 

Mind your Manners 

Elephant Etiqutte means you mind your manners; 
don’t expect the elephant to do so.
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Why such a problem ? 

Growth of human population  (leads to)
Growth of development 
Growth of human needs/desires 
 
•  loss of habitat, space, territory, 
•  food, water 

for elephants and most wild animals.
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Complex, “solutions”, e.g.,

• translocation, barriers, electric 
fencing, trenches,  bees, …

• Such solutions often result in 
• more serious problems 
• conflict in new locations, etc. OR
• are quickly overcome by our 
clever elephants
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Simple “solution” -- Coexistence 
Coexistence may be  a  partial “solution” so 
that both animal and man can live.  

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 175



HEC is NOTHING NEW ! 
Only Worse

• Neither HEC or HECx is new – both are 1000’s  
of years old.

• Coexistence is a long-term and imperfect 
“solution”

• Consciencious Coexistence  can  reduce 
injury and death 
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Coexistence has to 
be driven by  

• Understanding of elephant behaviour
• Patience
• Tolerance Principles of coexistence 

need to be learned : 
- human beings need to change their own 
behaviour instead of waiting for ELEPHANTS 
to change theirs first …
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Principles of coexistence need to be 
learned : 

- human beings need to change their own 
behaviour instead of waiting for 
ELEPHANTS to change theirs first …

- human beings need to protect them-
selves instead of waiting for government to 
provide a permanent fix. 
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Ele – do’s & 
Ele don’ts 

These “do’s and don’ts” are based on 
1. surveys conducted in West Bengal HEC 

areas 
2. surveys of similar villages in Coimbatore, 
3. Discussion with tribal people living in the 

same area for centuries.
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Elephant Etiquette 

• Elephant etiquette is not for the 
elephants 

• It is for us, … you, your students.  

• WE need to change our own  
behaviour to  Get along with 
Elephants.

•
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T.Nadu –> W. Bengal–> Nepal 
–> Bangladesh -> Sri Lanka

Collection of 
Do’s and 
Don’ts from 
different 
localities.

We want 
yours  also 
and all HEC- 
prone
countries
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DO’s*
*   Unless  counter-indicated ! 
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REMEMBER …  

• these “DO’s  are GUIDELINES not RULES.
• there are NO solutions or suggestions which 
work everywhere and in every situation.   
• there is nothing worse than of loss of life or 
limb  
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Most asked question….

  WHAT DO YOU DO IF 
YOU ARE SUDDENLY 
CONFRONTED WITH AN 
ELEPHANT ? 
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DO
West Bengal tribals recommend:
• Stand completely still  
• Make eye contact with the elephant 
• Stand your ground confidently.  
• Elephant will be afraid of you if you are still, 

maintaining eye contact and confident.
• If you move he will probably come for you.
• If you have a stick hold it in front of you.

• Tribals were taught this by their ancestors.  They 
have confidence and told this is a major 
requirement.  Unless you have courage and 
confidence  this method may not work ! 
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DO
• If you meet an elephant suddenly and have to run from an 

elephant, do so in a zig-zag path

•  keep to the elephant’s right side; it is weaker.  

•  If you come to a narrow ditch, drop into it.

• When running, if it doesn’t slow you down, throw off a piece 
of clothing carrying your scent 

•  … or you could use a bag or any cloth (not a gun or stick.  
The elephant should think it is you, perhaps dead.  

•  
•  Use terrain (especially very steep slopes) to discourage the 

elephant.
•
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CHANGING HABITS DO
Cultivate crops that are not liked by Elephants
Keep stores and fragrant edibles away from your 
house if possible, or disguise them with another 
smell, not liked by elephants
 
Make a simple basement under your dwelling 
area for storing foodstuffs but no smell should 
come from it which would attract elephants.
Dispose of all organic / smelly garbage so that it 
does not attract attention of elephants. 
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DO
Keep water storage away from your dwelling area; 
elephants can smell water.  Avoid living by a well, 
pond or other open water source
 
Store arrack or country liquor away from the 
home and disguise the smell with another smell 
distasteful to elephants.
 
Store all foods favoured by elephants - Jack fruit, 
tamarind, wood apple, banana, coconut, durian,  
molasses, jaggery –  to cover their scent.
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DO
Find out elephant reactions to light in your area and do 
accordingly.  Reports of elephants being both attracted and 
repelled by light in house.

Carry a torch or other light source if you must be out at 
night . . . Teach that any wild elephant(s) 
are dangerous elephants . . .
but the MOST dangerous elephants in 
any confrontation are :Single 
elephants
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Teach that any wild elephant(s) are 
dangerous elephants . . .
but the MOST dangerous elephants 
in any confrontation are :

• Single elephants
• Tusker
• Male in musth
• Females with calf 
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DO
Avoid loud voices as this is known 
to attract elephants.

Listen for elephant presence in the 
forest -  branches breaking, 
snuffling, etc.; move quickly the 
other way ! 
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Traditional 
methods … DO
Pray to the God of your understanding that elephant 
confrontations & conflicts do not occur.

Pray to God to permit you,  your family and the 
elephants to survive without injury in a conflict 
situation.
 
Conduct Pujas for elephant and for your safety – 
always with a positive theme 

. . . BUT keep your eyes open.  God expects us to 
act smart, and use our brain.  The GFG’s also 
believe elephant is God but they and their fellow 
villagers keep up their guard no less.
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DO
Set up cooperative communication systems 
between villages to warn of elephants.  

•  Cell phones
•  Drums
•  Smoke of a certain type
•  Pigeons 
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DO
Keep an open mind to new methods: investigate 
beekeeping, tiger urine, pet camels (!), playing 
sounds repulsive or frightening to elephants on 
loudspeaker, etc.

But remember, best technique is to AVOID 
confrontations. 
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DON’TDO

*   Unless  counter-indicated ! 
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DON’T
IRRITATE

ELEPHANTS
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DON’T IRRITATE 

• barking dogs, 
• crowds of people, 
• loud voices, 
• motorbikes 
• . . . . are believed to irritate elephants.  

• barking dogs are known to “invite”  elephants 
into the village.  
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DON’T IRRITATE 
ELEPHANTS

• flash camera; this annoys elephants

• cigerette smoke – this attracts elephants

• disturb feeding elephants in the forest
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If you MUST be out in 
elephant areas DON’T

… walk in the forest while drunk or smelling of 
alcohol 

… walk on  traditional elephant paths
… wear white or bright cloth  
… wear any sweet smelling substance (perfume, 

etc) … this attracts elephants.
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DON’T PUSH YOUR LUCK
• Don’t insist on keeping to your normal routine 

-- timings or activities -- if elephants are 
nearby.  

• Washing at the river
• Bathing at the river or stream
• Going to market 
• Visiting friends 
• Etc

• Be flexible.  This may save your life. 
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Traditional 
methods DON’T
Don’t speak ill of elephants within their hearing   

Don’t harbor anger towards elephant as it may 
cloud your judgement.  
 Don’t use methods that would maim or kill 
elephants.  Bad karma will come back ! 
 
Don’t use high voltage fence … if it kills an 
elephant you may be punished by law (and by 
karma as well) 
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DON’T
Don’t let fear dominate you when hiding from elephants;  
perspiration resulting from fear smells.   
 
Don’t challenge a wild elephant
 
Don’t try to lure a wild elephant away from stealing crops 
with food items carried by you or any other person.  

Don’t try to rescue an elephant who has fallen into a well 
or ditch yourself … call the wildlife department and WAIT 
till they come.
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DON’T
END UP LIKE THIS 
MAN !  
He fought an elephant 
for a coconut.  
He thinks he won 
because he got the 
coconut.

DON’T 
Fight with elephants! 
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Chapter 3
Elephant Ethics

The End
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Chapter 4
Primates

ZEN
ZOO Educator Network
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Packet
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“Monkey Manners” Packets

A packet entitled “Monkey Manners” was developed at the start of 2007 funded by Appenheul
Primate Park, Netherlands and Awley, Wildlife and People, France.  The objectives of the
packet were

a.  to impart understanding to the public that the menace monkey problem has been brought
about largely by man himself and there are things humans can do or stop doing to help; and

b.  to communicate some tips on avoiding dangerous conflict with free-ranging monkeys by
teaching potential victims some simple behavioural facts about monkeys and calling on their
common sense.

An attempt was made to keep the material light-hearted and funny as well as respectful of the
animals as well as the people.  The English language packets went over very well and led to
requests for translations into other languages.  Our same donors contributed again for
translations in Hindi and Tamil.

The initiative had its origins in an Education / Awareness and Menace Monkey Working Groups
held at the 2002 South Asian Primate CAMP, Coimbatore, India.   It will take time to evaluate
whether these packets have long term impact on human behavior but the feedback we have had
from ordinary people so far is encouraging. As far as we know this is the first attempt to educate
the public at the level of children about this difficult problem.  We are very grateful to
Appenheul and Awley for their support.

The packet consisted of several items illustrated below:

Booklet

Sticker

8x10 Packet cover for holding
contents illustrated

20 page booklet explaining
“Monkey Manners”

One of the masks of typical
commensal monkey.

Poster illustration the anomaly
of NOT feeding as protection

Rakhi ... wrist bracelet & mock
watch telling “time to stop

feeding city monkeys”

Placard for conducting small
demonstrations and photo ops

to teach kids to be
good activists.
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First trial of packet
The packets were tested first time with a group in Assam at GBN Academy School, Jalukbari,
Guwahati University Campus.  A report of that programme and comments by participants is
below.  Subsequently different organizations and institutions were given an opportunity to order
and try out the packets during various special days.

Mind your Monkey Manners…an education programme conducted in Assam
In February 2007, Zoo Outreach Organisation education staff were in Assam conducting six
Environmental education workshops on Hoolock Gibbon. At our last workshop which was held at
Assam State Zoo cum Botanical garden a teacher participant told us they have monkey problems
in their school campus and students are already exposed to this problem. She suggested an
education programme using “Monkey Manners” packets at GBN Academy School, Jalukbari,
Guwahati University Campus, about 10kms from Guwahati City centre.

At a teacher training programme held at Assam State Zoo cum Botanical garden,  a teacher
participant told us they have monkey problems in their school campus and students are already

Sticker

Poster identifying the most likely commensal
monkeys and giving information about them on
the back.   Some are threatened with extinction.

Drama Kit cover and instructions for
organisers.  Masks of both primates and

people as well as other animals in the
forest are included for varied dramas.
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exposed to this problem. She suggested an education programme using “Monkey Manners”
packets at GBN Academy School, Jalukbari, Guwahati University Campus, about 10kms from
Guwahati City centre.

Zoo Outreach Organisation  conducted the programme on 02nd April 2007 with 23 students from
class VI-IX aged between 11-14 years participating in this programme. We explained contents of
packets and their meaning one by one. Students wore the masks and tied the Monkey Rakhis,
pledging to stop leaving garbage out in the open, as suggested by trainers.  They were given
time to read and examine the materials also. Using the questionnaire prepared for participants,
we collected from each student at the end of the programme and could conclude the following :

According to questionnaire results the students clearly understood that people are making
mistakes with monkeys and the biggest mistake is feeding them.  They have understood that
when monkeys are in their neighborhood the students should get inside their house, shut the
door and windows and stop leaving garbage out in the open.

For the questions how they feel about monkeys after the reading the booklet most of them said
they understand monkey behaviour better after reading the booklet. They understood the
implications of the various concepts illustrated in the sticker, placard and booklet, as well as that
certain species of monkeys become commensal monkeys through the poster.

Some of the things they committed to follow up in the future were:
• I will now surely educate people about do’s and don’ts and try my best to succeed
• I will not scream or tease them
• I will not try to feed monkeys anywhere-
• I will not show my teeth to the monkeys-
• I will not try to destroy their habitats.

We observed that the programme went on very well with this age group of students. They
understood the theme very well. The teachers informed us they will continue programme with
other group of students in the future. By R. Marimuthu, Education Officer, B.A. Daniel, Scientist,
Zoo Outreach Organisation,

Children going through the packet
contents and wearing different
commensal monkey masks at GBN
Academy School, Jalukbari,
Guwahati University Campus.
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Monkey Manners Materials supplied to SANIZE (South Asian Network of International Zoo
Educators) members
We have selected about 20 SANIZE, South Asian Network of International Zoo Educators
members and supplied the packets to them along with evaluation forms for organizers (See
Appendix-2) as well as participants (See Appendix-3) of the program. Several of them
conducted a program with their group, evaluated them individually and sent their feed back
(See sample results in Appendix-1).

Monkey Manners Materials offered Zoo Heads, Chief Wildlife Warden and Divisional
Forest Officers in South Asia
A letter has been sent to all Chief Wildlife Wardens and Divisional Forest Officers throughout
India and informed them about the availability packets and asked them to apply for these
materials. Some of them ordered and see one or two comments below.

1.L.R.Thanga, Chief Wildlife Warden, Environment & Forest Department, Aizawl, Mizoram
Thank you very much for the monkey manners packet which is very informative as well as
thought provoking.

S.Chandola, Chief Wildlife Warden, 5. Chandrapani, Post Mohobbewala, Dehradun, Uttaranchal
The material should prove to be most useful and I congratulate you for this effort. We are
certain to require many more copies of this material as schools and monkeys both abound in
Uttarakhand. It is proposed to hold the introductory session on monkey manners as suggested
by you in Mussoorie due to the large number of English schools present there. Kindly send 50
copies to DFO Mussoorie at the following address-DFO Mussoorie, Copy to DFO Mussoorie with
the material given by ZOO Outreach in original, regarding a studied response to the problems of
monkeys and how we need to deal with them. Once you receive the additional copies of the
material from Zoo Outreach as requested above, kindly obtain the required feedback and inform
them as well as this office.

DFO Mussoorie, Brookland Estate, Barlowganj, Mussoorie, District Dehradun, Uttarakhand
This is also to request you to explore the possibility of translation of this materials into Hindi, and
if that is possible, then of allowing us to use it for translation.
Thanking you.  S.Chandola
Fifty packets were supplied on 03rd March 2007.

Monkey Manners packets English Version distribution
From February-First week of September, 2007, one thousand six hundred packets were
distributed to 36 orders which includes Zoos, forest departments, NGO’s, schools, colleges and
universities and also Zoo Outreach Organization’s own education programmes.  From February to
first week of September 2007, we distributed 1600 packets. After the distribution we had left
with 1400 packets. These 1400 packets were distributed during the wildlife week 2007. Now we
have no stock of English version.

Table : 1  Monkey Manners Packets-English requested
 from different groups from Feb-Sep, 2007

 # Zoos 
request 

# Forest 
request 

# NGO’s 
Request  

# Edinst. 
Request 

ZOO 
Programme 

Total 
Produced 

Total   
# used 

Total #  
remaining 

Eng 4 1 6 11 4 1 3000 1600 1400 

Monkey manners packets in Hindi and Tamil
At the request of our SANIZE members, forest personnel and others now the packet was
translated into two Indian languages they are Hindi-official language of India and Tamil.

Wildlife Week 2007-distribution
English, Hindi and Tamil version of packets were supplied to our education partners recently
during 53rd Wildlife Week Celebrations-a national event is celebrated 1-7 October every year.
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Programme using drama at
Chandigarh, Haryana, India by Dr.

Santosh Sahoo

These materials were requested by zoos, forest department, educational institutions and NGO,s.

Table :2  Monkey Manners Packets in different languages requested from different groups
for educating public during Wildlife Week

 # Zoos 
request 

# Forest 
request 

# NGO’s 
Request  

# Edinst. 
Request 

Total  # 
produced 

Total   
# used 

Total #  
remaining 

English 7 16 7 2 1400** 1400 0 
Tamil - 2 4 4 2000 500 1500 
Hindi 4 16 5 2 2000  1200 800 
        
Total 11 34 16 8 7000 3100 2300 

**Remaining after the first distribution. Please refer table-1

Disposition of remaining packets :
Remaining materials will be by means of occasional programmes offered by Forest Officers, Zoos,
NGO’s, including Zoo Outreach Organisation which plans to conduct regular programmes in
problem monkey localities.

Also, in January a two week period has been designated as Animal Welfare Fortnightly for which
we will address animal welfare organizations as well as zoos and others to conduct this
programme from perspective of the welfare of the animals as well as human beings.

Programme conducted at Pune,
Maharashtra by Dr. Anil Khaire
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Programme conducted at G B N Academy,
Assam University Campus, Guwahati.
Twenty three students participated from
ages 11-14 or  Class VI-IX.  The
programme was conducted on 2 March
2007 by B.A.Daniel & R.Marimuthu from
Zoo Outreach Organisation.

Questions and summary of replies:

1. The Monkey Manner booklet is about:
a. table manners for monkeys
b. monkey games
c. people making mistakes with monkeys
d. monkeys as pets

Summary:
Twenty one students have said “The Monkey
Manner booklet is about” people making
mistakes with monkeys
Two students have said monkeys as pets

2. The biggest mistake people make with
monkeys:
a. avoiding them
b. selling them
c. feeding them
d. bathing them

Summary
All twenty three students have said “feeding
them”.

3. When monkeys are in your
neighborhood you should
a. let the dog out
b. chase them away
c. get inside your house and shut the door
d. throw food outside your window

Summary
All twenty three students have said get inside
your house and shut the door

4. Why is there a problem between
monkeys and people?
a. because monkeys are mean
b. because monkeys are stupid
c. because people don’t know how to act
around monkeys, and make mistakes
d. because the police are not alert

Summary
All twenty three students have said “because
people don’t know how to act around

monkeys, and make mistakes”.

5. How do you feel about monkeys after
reading the booklet – choose one closest
to your own feeling
a. I understand monkey behaviour better
b. Monkeys scare me more
c. Same as before
d. I want a monkey for a pet

Summary
Twenty students have said “I understand
monkey behaviour better”
Two students have said “I want a monkey for
a pet”
One student has said “Monkeys scare me
more”

6. When I tied the Rakhi during the class I
agreed to
a. catch more monkeys and leave them in
some other place
b. stop leaving garbage out in the open
c. feed monkeys better food
d. take food to temples for monkeys

Summary
Twenty students have said “stop leaving
garbage out in the open”.
Two students have said “catch more monkeys
and leave them in some other place
One student has said nothing

7. The red circle on the sticker means
a. feed monkeys only when there is a
barrier
b. don’t ever feed monkeys
c. it doesn’t mean anything ; it is a design
d. don’t eat popcorn

Summary
Twenty two students have said “don’t ever
feed monkeys”.
One student has said “don’t eat popcorn”.

8. What does it mean “protect monkeys …
don’t feed them” on the placard
a. feed monkeys only good food
b. feeding monkeys helps them
c. monkeys are in danger
d. feeding monkeys is not helping them

Summary
Seventeen students have said “feeding
monkeys is not helping them”.

Appendix-1 :  Sample Monkey Manners packet Evaluation Results
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Five students have said “monkeys are in
danger”.
One student has said “feeding monkeys helps
them”.

9. Which of these is NOT a good thing to do
a. Make a system for containing garbage
around your house/neighborhood so that it
doesn’t    attract monkeys
b. Report destructive monkey troops to
hunters so they can come and shoot them.
c.If a wild monkey troop habitually visits your
neighborhood, make your house secure so
they can’t enter.
d. Avoid being close to any wild monkey or
monkey troop.

Summary
Eleven students have said “Report destructive
monkey troops to hunters so they can come
and shoot them”.
Eight students have said “Make a system for
containing garbage around your house/
neighborhood so that it doesn’t attract
monkeys”.
Four students have said “Avoid being close to
any wild monkey or monkey troop”.

10. What is the main thing the poster is
trying to tell us
a. there are a lot of different kinds of monkeys
b. the monkeys in the poster are the kind that
hang out with people
c. many monkeys look alike
d. monkeys are attractive animals.

Summary
Ten students have said there are a lot of
different kinds of monkeys
Nine students have said the monkeys in the
poster are the kind that hang out with people
Four students have said monkeys are
attractive animals.

11. Do you understand the Man/Monkey
conflict better than before you came to
this programme?
a.  I understand better but don’t think there is
a solution
b.  I understand better and think it’s important
to obey the “Do’s” and “Don’ts”
c.  I don’t understand why we should try and
live peacefully with monkeys
d.  I understand and but still think we should
just capture and export, or kill the monkeys

Summary
• Twenty students have said they understand
better and think it’s important to obey the
Monkey  Do’s”  and Monkey Don’ts”
• One student has said “I understand better
but don’t think there is a solution
• One student has said I don’t understand why
we should try and live peacefully with monkeys
• One student has said I understand and but
still think we should just capture and export,
or kill the monkeys

12. What things are you going to do differ-
ently now that you have participated in
this rogramme

Pooja Sarma, Class IX-- I will now surely
educate people about do’s and don’t’s and try
my level best in succeeding in this case

Anamika Barman, Class IX -- I will now not
scream and run away from monkeys or tease
them and I will surely try to educate the
people about the awareness given in the
programme

Priyanka Tamuley, Class VIII -- I will not try
to feed monkeys anywhere. I will not allow the
unters to shoot destructive monkeys troops. I
will not show my teeth to the monkeys.

Bikesh Kr. Choudhury, Class IX -- I will not
feed them and play or chase them

Bhargab Kr.Sarma, Class VI -- I will avoid
those who will feed them and I will also tell
people not to tease them

Chandan Kalita, Class VIII -- I would avoid
feeding monkeys and tell people not to show
teeth or tease wild monkeys in our locality

Suprabhpran Goswami, Class VI -- We will
not throw any stone to monkeys 2. We wil not
show  teeth to monkeys.

Kunal Bharati, Class VIII -- I will be careful
while walking or moving near a monkey & never
feed them nor chase them.

Pallavi Das, Class VIII -- I will not feed ,
tease, show my teeth to the monkeys.

Dhrubajyoti Barbotabi --I would not feed
wild monkeys. I will obey the rules provided in
the booklet “Monkey Manners”. I will try to
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educate  people about monkey and their
behaviour. I will discourage clearing the
habtats of monkeys.

Indrani Singh, Class VII -- I am not going to
feed monkeys and I don’t ever do misbehavior
with them.

Suman Kumari, Class VI -- I will not feed
the monkeys nor should I show my teeth to
them. I will not hit them. And I shall not harm
them any more.

Arindam Sinha, Class VIII -- I am not going
to feed monkey. I shall be careful and not
 tease monkeys. I am not going to scare them
away but ignore them.

Amy Roy. Class VIII -- I will not feed any
monkeys or other animals any more because if
I feed one monkey and in the next day many
more monkeys will arrive and come to take
food again.

Kallol Deke, Class VI -- Monkeys don’t harm
us but we harm them.

Prabal Pratim Kalita, Class VIII -- I will not
eat anything before a monkey or a monkey
troop. I will not feed monkeys. I will not chase

a monkey. I would  not run if I see a monkey.

Nilotpol Sarma -- We will not feed monkey
and try to be safe ourselves. We will not smile
in front of a monkey. I learn to behave with
the monkeys.

Jajwalyaman Rabha, Class VII -- Different
thing now I going to do is not to feed them,
not to smile in front of the monkey and not to
chase them.

Sri RanjaN Kalita, Class VII -- We will not
feed monkey. We will not smile before a
monkey.

Dinesh Sharma, Class VII --Different thing
that I would going do is to participate in
other programme

Saurav Jyoti Hazarika, Class IX-- I will not
destroy the habitats of monkeys nor I will kill
them. There should be separate places for
monkeys.

Jishu Kinkar Medhi, Class IX -- I am not
going to feed monkeys when I see them. I will
not show faces at them. I will not try to
destroy their habitats.

M.M. Joseph’s Monkey Manners programme
held in an school in Coimbatore on the

occasion of Wildlife Week.

Students in the school in Coimbatore
practise for a drama on Monkey Manners.
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What was your target group age? (Please
circle your response)
a. Age 12 and below
b. Between age 13 and 15
c. Between age 15 and 17
d. 18 and above

Please rate the overall packet on a 1 to 5
scale, where 1 is very poor and 5 is
excellent
1 2 3 4 5
Very poor Excellent

Is the information provided in the Packet
simple to understand?
a. Yes
b. Somewhat
c. No

If “somewhat” or “no”, what would make it
easier to understand?

What two items were most liked by your
audience? (tick any two)
a. Book let
b. Sticker
c. Placard
d. Rakhi
e. Poster (Big poster)
f. Poster (small poster)
g. Masks

Which two items were the least liked by
your audience (tick any two)
a. Book let
b. Sticker
c. Placard
d. Rakhi
e. Poster (Big poster)
f. Poster (small poster)
g. Masks

Did you find ways to use each of the
materials?  Reply Yes or no; if no, please tell
why ?
a. Book let
b. Sticker
c. Placard
d. Rakhi

e. Poster (Big poster)
f. Poster (small poster)
g. Masks

What additional items or materials would
you like to have seen in the packet?

Please rate.  Illustrations given in the
packet materials relevant to the subject?
a. Strongly disagree
b. Disagree
c. Neither agree or disagree
d. Agree
e. Strongly agree

Did you find any barriers in teaching the
information provided in the packet?
Yes /No
If yes, please explain

To what extent you believe that the
monkey menace packet may bring
changes in the behaviour of your
audience?
a. To a slight extent
b. To a moderate extent
c. To a considerable extent
d. To a great extent
e. To no extent

Was there any critical comment from your
audience about the programme.
Please reply Yes or No
If yes, please specify:

The objective of this questionnaire is to
know if the packet materials worked well
with your audience.  Please fill in the
details AFTERconduting the programme.

Please send filled in form to
Zoo Outreach Organisation
POB 1683, Peelamedu
Coimbatore 641 004 T.N.

A self addressed stamped envelops is
enclosed with this.

Appendix-2 :  Monkey Manners — Evaluation form for organizers
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The Monkey Manner booklet is about:
a. table manners for monkeys
b. monkey games
c. people making mistakes with monkeys
d. monkeys as pets

The biggest mistake people make with
monkeys:
a. avoiding them
b. selling them
c. feeding them
d. bathing them

When monkeys are in your neighborhood
you should
a. let the dog out
b. chase them away
c. get inside your house and shut the door
d. throw food outside your window

Why is there a problem between monkeys
and people?
a. because monkeys are mean
b. because monkeys are stupid
c. because people don’t know how to act

around monkeys, and make mistakes
d. because the police are not alert

How do you feel about monkeys after
reading the booklet – choose one closest
to your own feeling
a. I understand monkey behaviour better
b. Monkeys scare me more
c. Same as before
d. I want a monkey for a pet

When I tied?? the Rakhi during the class I
agreed to
a. catch more monkeys and leave them in

some other place
b. stop leaving garbage out in the open
c. feed monkeys better food
d. take food to temples for monkeys

The red circle on the sticker means
a.feed monkeys only when there is a barrier
b.don’t ever feed monkeys
c.it doesn’t mean anything ; it is a design
d.don’t eat popcorn

What does it mean “protect monkeys …
don’t feed them” on the placard
a.feed monkeys only good food
b.feeding monkeys helps them
c.monkeys are in danger
d.feeding monkeys is not helping them

Appendix-  :  Monkey Manners — Evaluation form for participants

Which of these is NOT a good thing to do
a. Make a system for containing garbage
around your house/neighborhood so that it
doesn’t attract monkeys
b. Report destructive monkey troops to
hunters so they can come and shoot them.
c. If a wild monkey troop habitually visits your
neighborhood, make your house secure so
they can’t enter.
d. Avoid being close to any wild monkey or
monkey troop.

Don’ts – which of these is something you
SHOULD do
a. don’t feed wild monkeys … in parks, on the
road, in your neighborhood… anywhere.
b. Don’t smile or show your teeth or run when
you are confronted with a wild monkey or
monkey troop
c. don’t approach monkeys on the road or
around your house, or at a temple
d. Don’t hide from monkeys.

What is the main thing the poster is trying
to tell us
a. there are a lot of different kinds of monkeys
b. the monkeys in the poster are the kind that
hang out with people
c. many monkeys look alike
d. monkeys are attractive animals.

Do you understand the Man/Monkey
conflict better than before you came to
this programme?
a.I understand better but don’t think there is a
solution
b.I understand better and think it’s important
to obey the “Do’s” and “Don’ts”
c.I don’t understand why we should try and
live peacefully with monkeys
d.I understand and but still think we should
just capture and export, or kill the monkeys

What things are you going to do differently
now that you have participated in this
programme?  Please list or tell here: ____

Booklet
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MONKEY 
MANNERs
Misplaced Monkey Mischief - How to Handle

Booklet
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Hello !  Will you answer some questions ?
just answer “yes” or “no”

•  Do you have wild monkeys roving about your neighborhood 
doing bad things ?

•  Have you ever had wild monkeys come home, steal food & make 
a big mess ?

•  Have you ever been bitten by a wild monkey in a public 
locality ?

•  Have you ever met a wild monkey in a park and felt scared ?

 If you have replied YES to even one question, you need to learn some

“Monkey Manners!”
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But what ARE Monkey Manners

Monkey Manners are NOT the bad manners of monkeys, 
described before.

Monkey Manners are a set of behaviours or actions to be 
learned by YOU and your friends and family, so that you will be 
safe from these mischievous relatives of mankind.  That’s what 
this booklet, and this whole packet is about.

“Mind your monkey manners” means that you will NOT act in 
ways that makes monkeys mean.

The monkey problem is NOT because monkeys are mean.  It is 
because human beings have been short-sighted. Human beings 
have not managed other humans, forests and wildlife in such a 
way that there is enough space for all. 

It is now high time we human beings learned our

“Monkey Manners!”
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What are Monkey Problems and their cause?

1.  Today - modern times - there is less space between wild animals like monkeys and 
where people live.  Monkeys find it easier to raid crops and eat garbage around homes 
and other human habitations, in villages, towns and cities, than to forage in a shrinking 
or crowded forest. Therefore there are a growing number of monkeys coming into 
human localities.

2.  Some places like temples and tourism sites encourage the feeding of monkeys for 
sake of pilgrims obtaining blessing and for entertaining tourists.  Today there are just 
too many monkeys, and they have learned bad habits.

3.  These monkey groups thrive on the easily accessible, rich food and their numbers 
increase, thus increasing the problem.  So ...

Monkey Manners
Rule # 1 is Don’t feed monkeys & don’t leave food where monkeys can get it easily.
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MORE Monkey Problems and their cause

4. Mischievous monkeys are not popular.  Sometimes people try and solve the problem themselves by killing them 
irregardless of their unique type.  It is not good for the maintenance of biodiversity as some of the rare unique 
ones are being killed and shifted in addition to the numerous common ones. 

5. Mischievous monkeys destroy crops, creating hardships 
for farmers and their families. Government panics and uses 
wrong method to control them, which makes the problem 
worse.

6.  The longer the problem persists, the bolder the animals 
become through familiarity.

7.   Disease can be passed from people to monkeys to people.  
Such diseases are called “zoonoses”. This is very bad for 
both people and monkeys

Monkey Manners
Rule # 2 : Don’t smile or show your teeth to monkeys
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As a student, as a family member, & as a 
concerned citizen, you can

At home, offer to be “garbage monitor”, insuring that it cannot be accessed 
by monkeys or other animals.

At school make sign-boards telling how destructive it is to feed monkeys and 
places around areas where this happens.

Encourage your parents, teachers, & their clubs to support the city 
government purchasing incinerators so that they get rid of garbage entirely 
instead of simply moving it from one area to another. This is also good for 
controlling rats and other pests.

Monkey Manners
Rule # 3 : Don’t tease monkeys by offering food and then jerking it away
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Things that your government 
authorities should probably be doing:

Legislators should pass a legal ban on public feeding of monkeys

Municiple authorities should create an action plan for combating monkey 
menace without harming animals.

Forest authorities should provide training to wildlife staff to handle the 
monkey menace

Sanitation authorities should check that the garbage is being removed 
every day.

Temple authorities should find other ways for devotees to satifsy the 
need to feed monkeys without creating problem monkeys

Monkey Manners
Rule # 4 : Don’t try to scare them away if you are alone.  Just move away slowly always facing them

legal 
ban on
public 
feeding
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Monkey Menace ...rap with monkeys ! 
Sanju Paul, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh

Man ‘o’ Man
You are cuttin’ our jungles,

You are blowin’  our habitat’s balance,
... then you say, it’s

MONKEY MENACE, ... MAAAAAN 

Man ‘o’ Man,
You are makin’ us man-food addicts,

You are directin’ our natural diet
... then you say it’s

MONKEY MENACE, ... MAAAAAN

Man ‘o’ Man
You are temptin’ us

with artificial breeding places,
disturbing even our breedin’ balance

... then you say it’s
MONKEY MENACE, ... MAAAAAN

Man ‘o’Man
You are shrinkin’ distance between us
You are expandin’ zoonoses among us,

... then you say it’s
MONKEY MENACE, ... MAAAAAN

Man ‘o’ Man
Don’t curse our race,

We just want to live with grace.
Let us live in our own space,
Let us feed on our own food,

Know this, our sincere appeal, 
if you have CONSERVATION zeal !

Man, please don’t  rock our
natural balance, we don’t want

no phoney talents
We jus’ want that nobody suffers
MONKEY MENACE, ... MAAAAAN

This poem makes great Rap !  Try it Baba Sehgal-style.
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Monkey Drama
You can get your neighborhood together on what to do about the monkey problem by conducting a drama or a series of dramas with other 
kids.

Get together as many of the kids in the neighborhood as you can.  Divide them into two groups: householders and monkeys.  Conduct a 
drama a day for several days.  Every day let kids playing householders exchange roles with kids playing monkeys.  Use this method to 
teach the adults what they can do about the monkey problem. Here are some sample ...make your own dramas from what you learn in this 
book 

Day 1 :  Demonstrate what happens when house-holders are careless with garbage or put out food for stray animals to eat.  Show the 
mon-keys demanding more and more food and becom-ing more and more aggressive.  Show them entering houses where the shutters have 
been carelessly left open.

Day 2: Demonstrate how to wean the monkeys away from living off human houses.  You can show monkeys hanging around the trash bins 
piteously begging and householders acting strong and refusing to give food.

Day 3 :  Demonstrate how kids should behave around monkeys.  Show what happens when you ignore them (don’t meet their eyes, or go 
close, feed, or speak to them) and what happens when you tease them and give them treats.

Day 4 :  Conduct a debate between household-ers and monkeys.  Let each give 
their point of view and figure out what to do.

Day 5 : Bring government officials, animals welfare enthusiasts and forester 
and wildlife officers into the debate.  If the monkeys and householders 
couldn’t figure out what to do yesterday maybe this group can !
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Monkey see ... monkey do...monkey do’s ... monkey don’ts

MONKEY- DO’s
1. MAKE A SYSTEM FOR HOLDING GARBAGE FROM YOUR HOUSE SO 
IT DOESN’T 
ATTRACT MONKEYS.

2. REPORT DESTRUCTIVE MONKEY INDIVIDUALS TROOPS TO YOUR 
WILDLIFE 
DEPARTMENT AND ANIMAL WELFARE 
SOCIETY

3. IF A WILD MONKEY TROOP HABITUALLY VISITS YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD, MAKE YOUR HOUSE SECURE SO THAT THEY CAN’T 
ENTER.

4. AVOID BEING CLOSE TO ANY WILD 
MONKEY OR MONKEY TROOP.

5. AVOID CONFRONTATION FOR BOTH YOUR SAFETY AND THAT OF 
THE MONKEY

MONKEY-DON’TS
1. DON’T FEED WILD MONKEYS OR EAT IN FRONT OF THEM ...IN 
PARKS, ON THE ROAD, AT HOME ... ANYWHERE  

2. DON’T SMILE OR SHOW YOUR TEETH TO MONKEYS -- IT MEANS 
DANGER TO THEM.

3. DON’T TAUNT OR TEASE WILD MONKEYS ANYWHERE. (EX. 
OFFERING THEM FOOD THEN PULLING IT BACK)

4. DON’T RUN FROM WILD MONKEYS - IF IT THREATENS YOU 
STAND YOUR GROUND WITH A THREAT POSE. BETTER TO AVOID 
WILD MONKEYS ENTIRELY. 

5. DON’T TRY AND FIGHT IF A MONKEY GRABS SOMETHING OF 
YOURS. YOU ARE MORE VALUABLE THAN ANYTHING YOU CARRY.
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 Gallery of monkey expressions

Aggressive Frustrated Playful Submissive Excited or
frightened

Very excited or
frightened

These chimpanzee expressions and their meaning can give you a good idea of how easy it might be to misunderstand a monkey.  These 
expressions also might give you a good idea that you should not take a monkey for granted.  There are several expressions there which look 
“friendly” but actually reflect fear or excitement.  It is better never to try and interact with monkeys.  Even a small monkey is very very fast and 
very very strong -- don’t take a risk.  Monkey bites are dangerous.

More Monkey Manners

Rule 5 : Don’t look monkeys directly in the eyes; 
 that can be interpreted as a threat by them
Rule 6 : Don’t snarl or even smile at monkeys - 
showing teeth means“hostile” to monkeys
Rule 7 : Don’t act afraid... that is interpreted as 
weakness, meaning you are safe to attack.
Rule 8:  Don’t go close to them; respect their 
territory.
Rule 9 : Don’t tease them ...for any reason 
anywhere
Rule 10 : Don’t run up to them or run from them.
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Sticker
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Poster
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Click here to download 
“Monkey Manners”
Drama Kit guideline

Packet guideline

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 231

www.zooreach.org/downloads/ZOO_Manuals/MM_packet_guideline.pdf
www.zooreach.org/downloads/ZOO_Manuals/MM_drama_guideline.pdf


Teaching)Monkey)Manners)with)Drama
Create)Drama)and)use)it)to)teach)behavioural)

mi:ga:on)of)monkey)menace)using)monkey)masks

Read this moving testimonial !

I thought education programmes with all their activities such as role playing and 
drama was pretty uncool !   Participating in Role Play and Drama, however, in a 
workshop I attended recently opened my eyes. These exercises actually made me 
empathize with the compulsions of professionals with whom I was often in 
disagreement --  politicians, forest officials, tribals, etc.  I had never had such feelings 
but, by playing the role of a forester in a little ten minute drama, made me understand 
forest officers in ways I hadn’t in the past. This empathy and understanding led to 
willingness to negotiate rather than confront, the latter of which seems to be how most 
people want to solve disagreements.  Now I believe that Role Play and Drama can  
greatly aid the learning process in ways that  intellectional thought cannot.      In a 
drama you can actually feel another person’s feelings like you never have before. 

                             Anon. 
Conservationist
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The Power of Drama

Who would think that an individual could be so affected from participating in a 
few informal dramas and role-playing sessions.  When we assume another 
identity,  putting on a mask, or different clothes and hold a prop in our hand, 
transforms us in a way that nothing else does.  We see the world more from 
another perspective than our own.  That is why drama is such a powerful 
teacher.

Drama is also very useful in working with groups of people who do not read or 
write, or whose language is not know well to potential educators.  Social welfare 
NGO’s are using drama more and more to educate such people, who make up a 
healthy percentage of people in our region. 

Drama is also a superb tool for teaching all ages of people to understand issues 
and even behave differently than they normally would in a particular situation in 
order to save themselves from being hurt and even to save their would-be 
tormentors from harm, as in human animal conflict, for example.

See the other side of this card for some simple steps for creating your own 
dramas to help people avoid conflict with monkeys.  

Simple steps to creating your drama
1.  Using the booklet in the packet, pick a monkey menace issue as a group and 
list characters.   
2.  Decide the drama situation and visualize the scene.  
3. Develop dialogues keeping your story line.  Create a situation in the drama to 
tell the main message.  Include main events in your drama.
4. Let your group choose their character and after discussing the message and 
theme of the drama rehearse.  
5.  Fix timing and present the drama.  Use the given commensal monkey masks.  
You can take photo copies of the masks on board.    
6.  After the end of the drama initiate a discussion so that you will get a chance 
to listen to some of the experiences of your audience. 
7.  Find some drama ideas below to try with your audience, or think of your own.

Drama idea 1. No good food here.
A group of monkeys were talking one day in the forest, complaining about the 
lack of forest fruits and other fancy eatables.  They are tired of eating only 
leaves (the langurs) and insects (the macaques).   They are planning to leave 
the forest and go live in the town where they can raid garbage cans and kitchen 
gardens and even kitchens and restaurants.  The other animals are a sambur, a 
tiger, a leopard, a porcupine and a bat.  Each animal has it own reason why he 
thinks the monkeys  should stay in the forest “where they belong”.  Create a 
drama in which these animals approach the monkeys and tell them why they 
should stay in the forest.  
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Helpful hints … the herbivores (sambur) and omnivores (porcupine) like to eat 
the forest products shaken down from the trees by the rough and tumble 
monkeys.  The tiger and the panther like to make a meal out of a monkey when 
they can’t catch a deer or sambur.  The bat is the world traveler flying all over 
and the only kind and wise and unselfish animal that disperse seeds and grow 
new trees.  He advises that people are sick and tired of monkeys invading their 
city and are catching and imprisoning them or even poisoning them.   

Darma idea 2. Spoiled city monkeys need help
One day a forest department van drove deep  into the forest and dumped a 
couple of dozen monkeys on the rough dirt road. The monkeys were bleeding 
and broken having been kept in small cages with one another for days.  These 
monkeys were city monkeys which had never lived in the forest but city people 
had complained about them so much the forest department caught them up and 
shifted them out of the city.  They had no idea how to find food as they had 
earned their food only by stealing and begging.  Conduct a drama illustrating this 
situation and use your other animals masks to play how the other forest animals 
taught the monkeys to find food.  How could the tiger help the monkeys ?  or the 
leopard ?  How about the sambur, porcupine and the bat ?

Drama idea 3.  Use Rhesus macaque masks and narrate the story about how 
this monkey group ended up in settling in this temple area.  Tell how they used 
to get plenty of food some years ago and now because of development and 
human population explosion they are forced to feed on the garbage and also 
steal from households in order to survive.  

Drama idea 4.   Use masks of all different monkey species. Refer the Monkey 
Manners booklets and demonstrate how kids should behave around monkeys.  
Show what happens when you ignore them (don’t meet their eyes, or go close, 
feed, or speak to them) and what happens when you tease them and give them 
treats.   

Drama idea 5.  Use all the monkey masks.  Create a drama that these monkeys 
go to the village administrative officer and tell their problems.  Let the village 
officer invite villagers to discuss what they can do to help those moneys for their 
survival.  

Get your neighborhood together

You can get your neighbourhood together on what to do about the monkey 
problem by conducting a drama or a series of dramas with other kids.

Get together as many of the kids in the neighbourhood as you can.  Divide them 
into two groups: householders and monkeys.  Conduct a drama a day for several 
days.  Every day let kids playing householders exchange roles with kids playing 
monkeys.  Use this method to teach the adults what they can do about the 
monkey problem. Here are some sample ...make your own dramas from what 
you learn in this book.
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Day 1:  Demonstrate what happens when house-holders are careless with 
garbage or put out food for stray animals to eat.  Show the monkeys demanding 
more and more food and becoming more and more aggressive.  Show them 
entering houses where the shutters have been carelessly left open.

Day 2: Demonstrate how to wear the monkeys away from living off human 
houses.  You can show monkeys hanging around the trash bins piteously begging 
and householders acting strong and refusing to give food.

Day 3:  Demonstrate how kids should behave around monkeys.  Show what 
happens when you ignore them (don’t meet their eyes, or go close, feed, or 
speak to them) and what happens when you tease them and give them treats.

Day 4:  Conduct a debate between householders and monkeys.  Let each give 
their point of view and figure out what to do.

Day 5:  Bring government officials, animals welfare enthusiasts and forester and 
wildlife officers into the debate.  If the monkeys and householders couldn’t figure 
out what to do yesterday maybe this group can !
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Poster
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Click here to download South Asian Primates Guide
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Mask

Rakhi

Finger puppets
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Bookmark Placard

Stickers
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Time Table

Placard
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Using the Colouring Book as a Teaching Tool:
Some Guidelines   

Greetings from Zoo Outreach Organisation.  Instead of simply giving your student this 
colouring book for recreation, why not use it as an effective teaching tool !  This booklet has 
been developed to help you introduce even young children to complex topics, made simple 
and fun.

Colouring activity is one of the effective teaching tools to teach children of age 5 - 14 years 
about animals and plants.   This colouring book is intended to create interest among children 
to learn about wildlife, and also to understand the diversity of life forms.  Though its theme is 
species specific, a colouring book like this – with text throughout – can create interest in 
many things (e.g. wildlife, colouring itself, plants, animals, etc.).  It can be used to introduce 
one of the very important aspects of ‘Biodiversity’, a “buzzword” among conservationists and 
environmentalists globally.  We know biodiversity is considered at three levels,  i.e., species, 
genes and ecosystems. This book can help children to learn about species diversity.   

Some simple tips and ideas to use this colouring book are given below.  You can try any of 
these ideas or a combination of them according to your programme plan.   Depending on the 
time and the objective of the programme organized, colouring activity can be done as a 
single event or as a part of a big event incorporating games and dramas.   While sending the 
programme invitation ask the kids to bring their colouring materials.  Or, your teachers might 
want to use it in the classroom.

Tips for colouring book activity.

Ask the participants to assemble in the venue or class room with their colouring materials.  It 
is advisable to limit the number to no more than 50.

Tell the objective of the programme, for example: to learn about different kinds of South 
Asian animals, their characteristics and habits.  

To orient your group towards the programme, choose or make up a game related to the 
theme to play.  Some games are given at the end of this guideline.  Try just one game with 
your group.    

After playing a game issue a copy of the colouring book to each child and give 5 minutes to 
explore the book.  While they go through the pages encourage them to observe the 
difference in the animal structure.   

Tell them that the animals drawn in the colouring book are found in South Asian region. 
(South Asia will include eight countries such as Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.)

Introduce the animal species, group or groups as appropriate.   Let them to read the 
introduction to understand how they are grouped.  

Ask them to read the scientific name and common names.  Ask them to find out the food of 
the animal and their habitat if possible.  

Guide them to choose an animal of their interest to colour according to the colour code given 
in the book. Plan your programme in such a way that they get enough time to draw at least 
one page.

By looking the drawings tell them how this group of animals differs in their appearance, 
teeth, colour, behavior, tail, food preference.   

Using this animal group explain them the meaning of ‘Biodiversity”.  

If time permits lead them to enact in some skits on related themes.  Some drama ideas are 
given below.  Use the masks to play the drama. 
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Do a very simple evaluation to find out how far they have understood.  Please see page 4 for 
model questions. 

Allow the children to take the colouring book with them and ask them to colour rest of the 
pages.  Encourage them to show the colouring book to their parents, family members, friends 
and relatives.

PRIMATE THEME BASED GAMES AND DRAMA
Game 1:  Monkey say, monkey do
Ask the participants to assemble.  Choose a leader among them and give instructions on 
primate behaviour.  The other children follow the leader but the players should imitate the 
leader only if the leader says “monkey says do this”.  If the leader says “do this” and 
someone does the action then (s)he is out of the game.  Example:  The leader scratch his/her 
head after saying “monkey says do this”, all the players should do what (s)he does.  But if 
(s)he instruct the same action by saying “do this”, the player should not imitate.  

Game 2: Opposable thumb
Instruct the participants to tie their thumbs to other fingers using celotape or rubber band so 
that they can not use their thumb.  Ask them to attempt some simple tasks like tying their 
shoe laces or pick up a coin from the floor.  Give 30 seconds to see who does it fast.  Let 
them also do it with out tying the thumb.  This is a good ways to explain the importance of 
opposable thumb.  Explain that only primates have opposable thumbs.  

Drama: Saving Primates from Poachers
Imagine you are a school student living in a village close to monkey habitat.  One day when 
you were on the way to your school you saw a man with a gunny bag that was constantly 
moving.  You suspect and later you found that it was a monkey.  It was caught from the near 
by forest and the man is trying to transport it to the market to sell.  On the way to the school 
you see a forest officer who is known to your family.  You narrated the incidence and request 
him to go and find out about the incidence.  The forest officer rushes to the place and catch 
hold of the poacher.  He found a young monkey in it and on enquiry he found that he is trying 
to sell it to a person for a small money.  The forest officers further follow the clue and finds a 
big gang involved in animal trade.  They were all punished and the school boy received an 
award.  

BAT THEME BASED GAMES AND DRAMA
Game:  Ohhhh threats  
Select ten students as bats and make them wait out side the room.  Select another 15 
students and make five groups of three each to represent threats to the bat.  (The bats are 
not supposed to know who is posing a ‘threat’).  The threats would be ‘hunting, deforestation, 
habitat loss, tourism, and interference’.   Make the remaining students to form a big circle and 
let the ‘bats’ flatter (walk) around the circle.  The students representing the ‘threats’ stand in 
circle without the bats knowing about the ‘threats’.  Let the conductor call out any threat, eg 
‘hunting’.  The students representing the ‘threat’ try to catch the bats while the latter run out 
of the circle.  Those who are caught are considered dead while those who escape can enter 
the circle once again.  Repeat this until only one bat is left.  Call out the ‘threat’ and when the 
threat-representing group enters the circle to catch the bat, then the conductor intervene and 
stop the ‘threat’ and explain everyone in the circle the measures for protection of bats. Start 
the discussion on the role of people to sop the threats and save the bat.  

Drama 1:  Saving bats from trappers for medicine or food 
Some boys from a school in the village notice a man showing another man something in a 
gunny bag. They investigate and it seems the first man is trying to sell a bag of bats. The 
boys have been studying ecology in school and know that these bats are helping to 
regenerate the forest by their amazing ability to spread seeds far and wide. Free-flying bats 
look on and cheer the boys who talk earnestly to the man with the bats, trying to convince 
him to release them. He refuses because his baby needs food and this is his only way to get 
money now. The boys ask him how much the other man has offered and then offer him 
double. They go home and raid their savings banks, and beg their parents for money to save 
the bats. The bat-seller is very touched by the sacrifice and passion of the boys. He releases 
the bats and takes only enough from the boys to buy food for his baby for two days. He says 
he will try to find another way to make money.
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Drama 2:  Bats in the zoo 
A zoo director wants to shoot or poison the bats in a couple of large bat trees in the zoo 
because visitors complain about them.  Visitors are afraid of the bats.  Also the bats poop on 
them as they are passing under the bat trees.  Friends of the Zoo want to save the bat trees 
and they prepare attractive signs about the good that bats do.  They also collect some 
bamboo poles and tools.  They ask permission to erect a barrier around the bat tree so that 
people can’t walk under and be hit by falling bat products!  They put up informational signs 
on the bamboo barriers.  Visitors can stand outside the barrier and see the bats without fear 
of falling bat poo. They can read interesting facts about bats.  Visitors think it is a new 
enclosure. The press comes and reports on the new bat exhibit. The zoo director is happy 
and trashes his plan to shoot bats.

MODEL EVALUATION QUESTIONS:
For primates:
There are four kinds of Primates – True or false.
All primates eat insects – True or false.
Monkeys eat leaves, flowers and fruits – True or false.
How many primates are reported from South Asia?
Tell one common name of a primate.

For bats:
Bats are pollinators – True or false.
Bats are useful animals – True or false.
What are the major groups of bats?
How many bats are found in India?
Where do bats live?
Bats are active during day time – True or false.
Tell one common name of a bat.

Masks provided with the colouring book: 
If you have ordered just the colouring book you will be getting a set of four animal masks for 
the organizers to use in the education programme. Use the masks to play the drama.  Photo 
copy the masks on a board if you need more masks.  

GLOSSARY: 
Biodiversity: Biodiversity means the variability among living organisms
Habitat:  A habitat is a place where an animal or plant lives.  
Species:  A species is a group of animals that are more like each other than they are like 
any other animals.  When they breed with each other they reproduce their own kind.  
Taxonomy: Taxonomy is the classification of living things.
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Creating Effective 
Networks for Public 

Education  
in South Asia  

 

Case Study on  
Western Hoolock Gibbon  

 

Sally Walker  
IUCN SSC PSG South Asian Primate Network 

Power Point Presentation
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Zoo Outreach Organisation ZOO, & WILD, host 
networks and associations useful in   

networking public education 
 

•  IUCN SSC-based regional networks such as CBSG, S.Asia; 
RSG, S.Asia, PSG, South Asian Primate Network, etc.  
 
•  Zoos (South Asian Zoo Association for Regional 
Cooperation); also western zoos are our major donors 
 
•  Educator network – SAN-IZE – serves 200 institutions 

South Asia Network 
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How we use these networks :  

•  CBSG, South Asia – CAMP & PHVA workshops which produce 
scientific information for education fodder 

•  PSG South Asia Primate Network – primate folks to attend 
the workshops and help target and deliver education 

•  S. Asia Network of International Zoo Educators & South 
Asian Zoo Association  -- zoos, foresters, voluntary 
organisations, --  also target and deliver education. 

South Asia Network 
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CAMP Workshop 2002 
 

•  Red List Assessments of all 43 (now 46) spp & subspp 
•  Great information in taxon data sheets 
•  Caught the interest of the primate research communiity   
•  Report, Summary, packets, booklets, poster, etc. 
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•  Public education in 
cities is necessary but 
primate problems are 
elsewhere … 

 
•  Rural/local commu-

nities in/near forests 
are of crucial 
importance for 
primates    but 
educators are  
elsewhere … 

 
•  What to do ? 
 

  

Effective networking for public  
education needs prioritising 

Dhaka Zoo, Bangladesh 
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We can train non-traditional educators in rural 

and forest areas to be educators 
 

•  primate 
biologists  

  
•  community 

development 
personnel 

 
•  Wildlife field 

officers and 
rangers  

  
Wildlife Trust of Bangladesh Field Research teaching forest 

rangers and villagers 
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Primate biologists – in particular 
for practical, effective educational impact 

•   among the most passionate of 
wildlife biologists 
 

•   can best convey importance of 
animal and man living together 
in harmony   

•   return to study sites and make 
friends / earn trust of locals 

•   know trouble spots for conflict 

•   know what activities will 
promote further danger to and 
decline of primate populations.  

 

South Asian Primate Network  
Primate Specialist Group 
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Human Encroachment 

•  Human encroachment is a major threat to wildlife.     
 
•  Dramatic example of Western hoolock gibbon, 

Bangladesh 
–  Human population of Bangladesh > 150 million  
–  Forest cover 3-4% with nearly half of it in Sunderbans 

•  Virtually all Hoolock Gibbon habitats in Bangladesh 
are encroached by human beings   

•  In the last three years 8 populations of Hoolock Gibbons in 
Bangladesh have become extinct 
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Human / animal conflict 

•  Human encroachment of this level inevitably leads 
to conflict  

 
•  Anywhere, human/animal conflict is sensitive, but 

particularly in countries where politicians depend 
on the poor man�s vote   

•  Resources have to be protected – human, animal, 
vegetable, … hard currency, forest products, 
livlihood on the land … 

•  Sensitive handling of human animal conflict is 
crucial 
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 Local community education in primate 
range areas should 

 
•  reduce negative impact of local (community) 

people on primates,   
 
•  increase collaboration of local (community) people 

in conservation efforts and 
 
•  build up relations between parks and the 

community by utilizing the primate biologists, 
foresters, etc. as resource 

 
•  achieve the objectives of CBD Article 13 �Public 

education and awareness�:   
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CBD Article 13   
 

 The Contracting Parties shall:  
 
•  Promote and encourage understanding           of the 

import of conservation of            biological diversity,  
 
•  Propagate its principles through media, and the inclusion of these 

topics in educational programmes; & 
 
•  Cooperate with all in developing educational and public 

awareness programmes, with respect to conservation of  
biological diversity.) 
  

      
   
 

CBD 
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Public Education    is 
a skill 

•  Primate biologists, foresters, 
etc.  not normally  educators 
as such 

   
•  Local communities� education 

particularly complex 
(language, social, political, 
economic issues    

 
•  ZOO and PSG SAPNetwork try 

to help primate biologists 
educators by providing training 
and educational props and 
tools 
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Training 
•  Training experiment 

following HG PHVA in 
Bangladesh with 15  primate 
biologists, piggybacking on 
Teachers for Tigers educator 
training 

•  Successful & created 
interest and requests for 
more 

 
•  Primate biologists & 

community educators     
invited to more workshops.  
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•  Six training workshops for HG localities in India – PSG-
SAPN, ZOO, CEE, GCC, Forest Dept. NGO, Assam Zoo, 
USFWS 

•  Assam & Arunachal Pradesh, India Feb 2007  
•  250 educators, foresters, social welfare persons, zoo 

personnel, etc. from India and Bangladesh to be trained 
as trainers 

 
•  Project has generated 2 other important projects : 

–  Hoolock gibbon husbandry training (five days – 
Assam Zoo) 

–  Translocation, (w. assessment and monitoring) 
training   workshop in Bangladesh 

Training 
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Props & tools 
•  Tools :  active learning 

techniques; inspirational, 
emotion-based, fun, etc.  

 

•  Packets containing props 
for education programmes 
(school groups, any 
groupings) 

•  Kits containing items  for 
dramas for forest/ village 
people; any group 

•  Posters for teaching  and 
identification of primates  
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Packets  
English and Bangla  
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Drama Kits masks of primates, politicians, 
trappers, villagers, etc. & guidelines 

for organising dramas 
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Title :   Hoolocks threatened by their biology 

Situation :  Hoolock gibbons don�t breed until they are 8-10 years old or older.  They are also 
monogamous … they want only one mate.   Their forests are fragmented, which means one group 
of hoolock gibbons can�t travel to another group.    If there are extra males or females in one 
group, how can they get to the other forests so they can find a mate, breed and save the Hoolock 
Gibbon from extinction ?   

Drama : Create a drama about these hoolock gibbons, illustrating their plight and their salvation. 

Logistics :  Create a solution for the problem in the drama.   Human beings have created the 
fragmented forests by making houses, roads, dams, etc. so you might use human beings to solve 
the problem by 1) moving the animals to another area, or 2) making a corridor, or 3) breeding 
them in a zoo for release to forests.  Think of things that hoolocks themselves do. Even other 
animals in the forest can play a role.  Take 15 minutes to plan and 10 minutes for your drama.   

Props provided :  Hoolock gibbon masks.  Various human masks.  Other animal masks. 

Drama Kit :  Ex. from Guidelines  
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Posters 
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Booklets  
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Networking Primate Biologists in our 
network for material for education 

  

Narayana Sharma�s material 
1.    During my stay in Rinsangri, a small village in West Garo Hills, Meghalaya, I came across one group of Gibbon consisting of five individuals. 
Villagers here believe that Gibbons use to give vigorous call if there is some festival or other ceremony in the village but they become silent if 
somebody dies. This strong faith is quite evident here, resulting in a strong affection towards Gibbon. Though the children kill birds and other 
animals with the help of a catapult, Gibbons never become the target of this mindless act.  
  
2.    In Selbalgri, another village adjacent to Rinsangri there was a tradition of sacrificing Gibbon and offering its head to please the forest deity. 
The small village woodlot is still present but gibbons are no more sacrificed now a days. 
  
3.    Gibbon call acts as a weather predictor! People adjacent to Rani and Gorbhanga Reserve Forest, Assam have a belief that gibbon call can be a 
weather forecaster, i.e., if Gibbon gives call on a particular day, it can be predicted, according to some villagers, that the next day will be a rainy 
day.  
  
4.    In Dampa Tiger Reserve, people use to kill Gibbon with the help of shotgun; they then cut the throat and drink the hot blood presumably to kill 
malaria �germs�.  
  
5.    I found a lady who was wearing a Gibbon bone on her feet tied with a thread, in a village (Ngopa) adjacent to Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Mizoram. When I enquired about this she said that it could cure the gout and other inflammatory problems and make their feet stronger to sustain 
hardship of hill life! 
  

6.  Belief in Mizoram and Meghalaya that Gibbon call 
dependent on the moon cycle!! … people believe that if it is 
full moon, Gibbons give calls regularly and more frequently 
during day time. The frequency reduces as the moon 
changes its shape and during New Moon they rarely call. 
  
7.    In Borajan fragment of Bherjan-Borajan-Podumoni Wildlife Sanctuary, Assam, I found an interesting story about a Gibbon group. The forest 
stuff told me that once an Adult male was caught with cold and was suffering from pneumonia and was sneezing and shivering frequently on a tree 
near the beat office. Every time the male sneezed or shivered, the adult female would rush to the male and hug him. They told me that the adult 
male didn�t leave the place for three days and in that period the female was constantly with him. 
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Training zoo staff in education at Dhaka 
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Using props 
Indian Wildlife Week 
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Using activities 
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Training primate biologists from India in 
Bangladesh 
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World Environment Day with  
Hoolock Gibbon in Dhaka Zoo 

•   People for Hoolocks, 
Hoolocks for all� for W.E.D. 
celebration at Dhaka Zoo 
with Wildlife Trust of 
Bangladesh 
 
•   Students of selected 
schools 
 
•   Workshop included 
games, activities, painting 
competition, prizes, rally  
from the cage of the 
Hoolock Gibbon 

•   33 students came with 
parents so 99 individuals 
were educated 
 
•    
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Chapter 4
Primates

The End
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Chapter 5
Daily Life Wildlife

ZEN
ZOO Educator Network
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Packet
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Booklet
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Foldout
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Wildlife 
Welfare 

Sally Walker, 
Zoo Outreach Organisation

Preparation of this presentation 
funded by UFAW – 

Universities Federation for Animal Welfare
 

Power Point Presentation
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Definition : “Wildlife” refers to (wild animals) which are not 
domesticated  (in case of plants, not cultivated)

When we think of  “wildlife”  we think of animals that live in the wild 
or away from human habitation 

 
But any free-ranging animal is wildlife  (except feral formerly 

domestic animals) 

Examples are frogs, insects, house geckos, lizards, spiders, bats, 
snakes, crows, temple monkeys, vultures, etc.    

Zoo animals are still wildlife

Temple animals are still wildlife- elephants, monkeys, bats !
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Definition:  animal welfare? 
Welfare means “well-being”

free from neglect, abuse, stress, distress and deprivation.  

having basic needs, & even comfort, happiness, contentment, 
general good . . .satisfied 

Humans give a lot of importance 
to their own welfare.
  
For our own welfare, we often 
harm other life forms unnecessarily
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Wildlife welfare therefore means the          
well-being of wild animals in both 
wild and captivity 

Wildlife welfare is a common topic 
when it comes to captive wild 
animals i.e., animals in the 
laboratory, zoos, pets.  

Free-living animals also deserve kind 
treatment when (to the extent 
possible)

Teaching children to be kind to all 
animals builds good values and 
prevents other bad habits.

Wildlife welfare therefore means the          well-
being of wild animals in both wild and captivity 

Wildlife welfare is a common topic when it comes to 
captive wild animals i.e., animals in the 
laboratory, zoos, pets.  

Free-living animals also deserve kind treatment 
when (to the extent possible)

Teaching children to be kind to all animals builds 
good values and prevents other bad habits.
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Why teach children 
about wildlife welfare ? 

Wildlife is important to our survival, even daily life wildlife

Other lessons – ecology, environment, trade, etc. can be 
associated with it

Today’s children are tomorrow’s adults

Adults with severe violence problems often mistreated animals 
as children – prevention can save human lives.

Good values are always good teaching material – some 
children do not get this at home ! 
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Examples of human activities affecting welfare 
of wild animals in forests are: 

Destruction of habitat  
Introduction of diseases through domestic animals 
Hunting / trapping / poisoning  
Trapping in traps which do not result in instant death
Disturbance caused by tourism (firing crackers in forest)
Introduction of non-native animals  
Release of chemical pollutants leads to poisoning
Release of hybrid animals
Releasing quick-breeding, diseased zoo populations 
Introducing structures or machines  with potential to injure wild animals

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 344



Cruelty in Daily life  
Killing household insects that could be 

scooped up and set free (does not 
include cockroaches and mosquitos) *

Killing or injuring animals that come in or 
near the house but are harmless 
(frogs, garden lizards, insects, birds, 
bats, shrews, etc.

Such animals are not just harmless … 
most of them are helpful to us ! 
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Daily life mistakes ! 
Many of the animals we (or our children) 

torment, kill or run off  play a  beneficial 
role in our environment

Frogs, snakes, bats control insect and 
rodent  populations.  

A majority of insects and many bats are 
pollinators 

Shrews and other small rodents spread 
seeds and control vegetation that clogs 
waterways

 
Worms break down living material for 

enriching the soil

Only a few 
species of 
insects and 
snakes are 
harmful.
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Habit ! 
We just don’t think ! 
 
No need to be fanatical !  

Common sense applies.  

We don’t know.

Cultivate investigation rather than 
perpetuate habit 
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Wild animals as pets  
Wild animals should not be kept as pets.  

Young animals are obtained from the wild by cruel methods 

Not every  animal can adapt itself to humans.  

All animals have some basic requirement that a home situation can’t provide   

Many pet wild animals become neurotic, lose condition and even die of stress and 
trauma

Zoo directors know – these animals are often  brought to the zoo in the end  

Keeping wild animals can sometimes be dangerous to humans because of their 
unpredictable nature
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Wild animals in Trade 
Trade is not just a conservation issue … 

it is also a welfare issue 

Live animal trade -- Pet 
trade, Research, street 
shows and circuses, 
fortune tellers, dancing 
bears 

   DO YOU KNOW 
HOW THEY ARE 
TRAPPED, 
TRANSPORTED 
AND KEPT ! 
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2. Trade of Parts
-   Medicine: Whiskers of tigers are believed to cure 
toothaches; blood believed to strengthen.   Horn of   
Rhinoceros believed to be an aphrodisiac.
 
-  Food (bush-meat)

-  Trophies, decorations, weapons, jewelry

Fur – clothing, blankets, etc.

TRAPPERS DO NOT USE HUMANE METHODS TO TRAP AND KILL THESE 
ANIMALS; OFTEN THEY SUFFER FOR HOURS OR DAYS. 

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 350



Legislation
Wildlife legislation – 
conservation

Wildlife legislation – 
economic (trade)

Animal Welfare legislation – 
prevention of cruelty

Children should be 
taught the wildlife and 
welfare laws of their 
country 

Tomorrow – lecture on
Nepali legislation
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Five Freedoms 
of Animal Welfare

developed by the Farm Animal Welfare Council, an official group in the 
UK, that advises the government on farm animal issues. 

developed for the welfare of farm animals but have been adopted for use 
in zoos, rescue centres and laboratory also.  

One can apply the five freedom even to pet animals  

Exercise for children – go to the zoo, a temple, a research laboratory, a 
farm, their own home … and evaluate each animal applying the Five 
Freedoms 
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FIVE FREEDOMS OF ANIMAL WELFARE
(i) Freedom from thirst, hunger and malnutrition  

(ii) Freedom from discomfort  

(iii) Freedom from pain, injury and disease  

(iv) Freedom to express most normal behaviour  

(v) Freedom from fear and distress  
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Five Freedoms of Animal Welfare – How 

(i) Freedom from thirst, hunger and malnutrition
- by ready access to fresh water and a diet to maintain full health 
and vigour.  
(ii) Freedom from discomfort
- by providing a suitable environment including shelter and a 
comfortable resting area.
(iii) Freedom from pain, injury and disease
- by prevention or rapid diagnosis and treatment.  
(iv) Freedom to express most normal behaviour -
- by providing sufficient space, proper facilities and company of 
the animalâ€™s own kind.
(v) Freedom from fear and distress
- by ensuring conditions, which avoid mental suffering.
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Wildlife Welfare in the class-
room & lab -- dissections 
Many animals are unnecessarily 
tormented and killed for classroom 
dissections.  

This is having a conservation 
impact also.

There are alternatives to dissection:
Blue Cross of India, Chennai offers a dissection computer programme   
Compurat, Compufrog, Compuearthworm, Compucocroach are available 
any school can approach Blue Cross, India for their required computer dissection 

programme.  
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Wildlife Welfare in the 
classroom & lab -- collections

Collections
Many zoology students have a separate 

collection activity in their curriculum.
Some my collect rare species without 

knowing 
Some collect a large number of animals
Many pin down live animals without 

killing causing long suffering
Students must be taught wildlife welfare 

to prevent such cruelty and waste of 
wildlife
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Cruelty in zoos – visitor teasing
Teasing and feeding Zoo animals 
 affects mental well being – causes 

stress
 affects physical well-being – wrong 

foods & over feeding
 distracts kids from learning about 

animals
 can lead to death or disability – loss of 

conservation, education  and 
economic resource

 they often learn this from adults !!!!!!! 
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Prevent teasing and feeding by planned 
activities in zoos

Pre-visit briefing – explanation; drama; visit from a zoo person; loan of 
artifacts from zoo 

Activity sheets and specific assignments
Activities in the zoo itself

 zoo patrol 
 games played in park 
areas  
 request a guide
 ask about feeding 
programmes and talks
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See your 
packets for 
ideas & 
references
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Use the 
packets 
from ZOO 
and what 
you learn 
today to 
teach 
children, 
teachers, 
parents, 
friends.
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Chapter 6
The Amphibian Crisis

ZEN
ZOO Educator Network
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Case study – The Amphibian Crisis
Amphibians (frogs) were listed as Daily Life Wildlife, but not all amphibians are 
hanging out in our neighborhood.  Many amphibians are located in steamy 
tropical jungles and cool mountains, far from human dwellings.  We want to 
highlight amphbians because in the last few years, a deadly disease … a 
fungus called Chitrid … is killing off masses of them and making conservation 
of these animals very difficult.  What’s more difficult is that some species of 
amphibians occur in only one locality on the earth and if they all die out from 
Chitrid or any other reason, their species will become extinct.  Hence, we 
speak of the “Amphibian Crisis”

Why should we worry about a single amphibian species?  It is because each 
species has their special role and are so very important, not only to many 
other organisms in these steamy tropical jungles but also to human beings. 
See this list of things they do …

• Amphibians are both predators and prey in the ecosystem... they eat some 
animals and are eaten by others
• They eat pesky bugs and insects which destroy crops that feed us and which 
carry deadly diseases that make us sick.
• They provide food for a variety of animals - fish, crocodilians, turtles, birds, 
etc., some of which provide food for human beings  
• They are very useful in medical research because their insides are so much 
like other animals ... they are used to test new drugs.   
• Their skin makes stuff which will help researchers find cures for heart 
ailments and cancer.
• They provide an "early warning system" for environmental troubles as the 
first kind of animals to be affected by environmental problems 
• They are a huge biological family with many species -- close to 6000 – and 
each species   holds unique genes, any of which could provide cures for 
horrible illness
• Frogs are known for one bad thing only...warts...and that probably isn't even 
true.

So, although we want to “Save Amphibians” for their own welfare, we can also 
think of amphibians saving us by the production of medicines and the research 
they make possible. It is another way that conservation and welfare are 
linked. 
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Packet
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Booklet
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Ten steps for conducting an effective programme 
with ZOO’s Amphibian packets

Greetings!  Welcome to the Amphibian Ark, India Campaign.  If you have received this 
communication, you must have requested some AArk educational packets and possibly t-
shirts for your education programme.

You may or may not have been informed that these packets are meant to be used to 
conduct a meaningful and memorable educational experience, and not to be simply handed 
out after your class or function.  Since we know you are very busy and might not have had 
time to plan, here are 10 Steps to an effective programme.  You can just take these one by 
one and do exactly what it says.  

1.  Tell your class or group that they are about to learn some important information 
about one of the world’s most important groups of animals … amphibians.  

2. Hand out the packets “Frogs Matter” and tell them you will be taking them through 
exercises using each item.  There are 6 items :  a booklet, a rakhi, a sticker, a mask, 
a puzzle and …..(possibly) a t-shirt.

3. Start your programme by asking participants to find the frog rakhi in their packet.  
Conduct a small ceremony with each child tying the rakhi on the wrist of another, 
maybe their seatmate. Tell them that this rakhi symbolizes their commitment to 
plants and animals – particularly amphibians.   

4. Next, ask them to remove the booklet called FROGS MATTER … to India.  Hopefully 
you would have read it yourself and picked out some things which you think are 
important.  If not, listed below are 5 facts that youngsters need to know about 
amphibians.  Any of the pages of the booklet could make a good sub-theme in your 
programme.  There are more details which are enough to get you started educating 
about amphibians.  

i) Amphibians and frogs are the same animal.  There are other amphibians by 
other names that look and act different from frogs.  Toads, salamander, newts, 
caecilians, and frogs are all amphibians.

ii) Amphibians help keep forests and ecosystems healthy.  If we lost them, life 
would be harder.

iii) Amphibians are in danger of being lost … habitat destruction & fragmentation, 
pollution & pesticides, alien species, climate change, over collection, as well as 
disease  -- one disease in particular has killed many amphibians in the world, a 
fungus called chytrid (ka-trid)

iv) Frogs have lived on Earth for more than 36 crore years  but NOW up to half of 
all amphibians could disappear in our lifetime. 

v) We should know about this and some ways to help. We need to make sure our 
parents, teachers, friends, foresters, and governors know it.  India should not 
lose a single species … it is our duty to protect animals and plants … for our 
future as well as theirs.
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5. Ask participants some questions about what you have told them.  This will stimulate 
their thinking and make them active.  Some questions might be the following.  You 
need to correct them if they get it wrong, of course.

Number i) of the five facts
Q. How many major groups of amphibians are there ?  
A. 3 groups 
Q. What are they? 
A. Frogs, toads, salamanders, caecilians ( pronounced suh-sill-ee-an) 
Q. How are they different from one another ?  
A. Frogs live more in water than land; toads live more on land than water; 
salamanders look like lizards; caecilians look like big worms.   

Number ii) of the five facts
Q.  How are amphibians useful ?
A.  They keep the forests healthy
A.  They provide food for fish, crocodilians, turtles, birds, etc 
A.  They are useful in medical research for heart ailments and cancer 
A.  They are first animals affected by trouble in the forest and warn us.
A.  They are an huge family – 6000 species – each holding unique DNA
A.  They make comforting and pleasant sounds at night
A.  They are our cultures … many fables and stories are about frogs
A.  They are considered lucky in most countries.
A.  They are innocent ambassadors of the forest 

Number iii) of the five facts
Q.  Why are amphibians in danger of being lost
A.  habitat loss, loss of forest cover, forests being divided
A.  climate change – drought, higher temperatures
A.  diseases   
A. overcollection for food or research or for pets

Number iv) of the five facts
Q.  How long have amphibians lived on earth 
A.  over 36 crore years ! 
Q.  Are they safe now ?
A.  No! half of them are likely to go extinct in our life time.
Q.  What other old animals have disappeared ?
A.  Dinosaurs. 

Number v) of the five facts
Q.  Why should we care?
A.  We & our family will feel their disappearance  …not in a good way ! 
A.  They help us so we should help them.

   A.  It is our world.
  A.  It is our duty.

6. Now it is time for an action that is more physical.   Ask participants to take our their 
masks and placards from the packet.  They should put on the mask and hold up the 
placard by the small stick.  You can think of something for them to do while “dressed 
up” or you can select one of these :

a. They can pose for a photograph.  The press loves it when there are such 
photogenic events.

b. They “demonstrate for amphibians”.  
i. They could march single file, or two by two, outside their class, venue 

area, etc. into a more public area.  
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ii. They could make noises like amphibians.  Try “rivet, rivet, rivet, rivet, 
rivet” over and over in a low tone.

iii. They could sing a song or chant a poem …
Frogs are good ! Toads often live under wood.
Salamanders have another trait. 
Caecelians make great bait.
Or
A frog was late
For a date 
With a toad
The salamander
Ate his mate
As caecilians wait.
Or
Aid amphibians. Help frogs with Amphibian Ark.

c.  They can march around the venue or down the street in their t-shirts and 
masks.  

d. If you are really bold, you could take them to see the environment minister or 
Chief Wildlife Warden.

 
7. Since participants are “dressed up” now might be a good time for a drama.  You can 

divide the group into two or three smaller groups and have each of them plan a short 
drama using their masks.  Here are some plots and themes.

a. The politics of amphibians :  Roles played by humans don’t need masks.  The 
amphibians, wearing their masks and carrying their placards, march on the 
government secretariat making frog sounds (rivet, rivet, rivet).  They give a 
representation to the politician and the forest officer that they need more 
forest, better quality forest and unfragmented forest in order to survive.  Let 
participants add creative components but if they convey wrong facts, be sure 
and correct them.

b. The dangers of school : Characters may be school leader and students.  
Frogs have been captured and brought to the school for use in teaching 
anatomy.  They are to be killed and dissected.  The frogs protest their fate, 
stating to the teacher and student that there are now many kinds of ways to 
learn anatomy without killing -- models are available and computer 
programmes.  The frogs explain that their race is under so many pressures for 
which there are not ready solutions.  At least where there are solutions such 
as the computer programme,  they should not be killed or tortured.

c. The trade of amphibians :  Characters are a poacher and a policeman and of 
course the frogs.  

A trapper has caught many frogs to be sold for frog legs or for biology lessons.  
The frogs are frightened and angry … they make so much noise that it attracts 
a policeman who arrests the poacher and releases the frogs.

For facts to use in their dramas or to make up dramas of their own, they can 
refer to 
pages 6-7 in the booklet for full reasons why frogs are useful; 
pp. 8-9 for other reasons why we need to try and save them; 
pp. 11-12 for facts about the numbers and potential safety (or lack of) of 
Indian amphibians; 
pp. 13 & 15  for what they (the participants can do)
pp. 14 for what scientist, zoos and other breeding facilities are doing. 
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8.  If you want to extend your amphibian programme or add to the variety, here are 
some ideas :

a. You can give out blank sheets of paper and have a drawing assignment using 
the drawings inside the booklet as models.  You can ask participants to put 
their drawings up on the wall and make a story out of the collection.

b. You can have a drawing competition asking participants to illustrate particular 
themes … such as the problems of amphibians in forests, or the utility of 
amphibians, etc.

c. You can have an essay competition asking participants to use only the 
reference material in their book and tell why we should support the Amphibian 
campaign, etc.

d. You can ask participants to study the booklet and then have a debate 
competition with one side promoting amphibian conservation and the other 
side promoting commercialization of amphibians.

e. For these competitions you can use the t-shirts as prizes.
f. If you have sufficient t-shirts you can use them in your demonstration. 

9. Signature campaign.  We are sending copies of a signature form and a request that 
you get all participants to sign.  If they are interested in collecting signatures for the 
global campaign themselves, we would be happy to send them forms to use in their 
neighborhood or school. We are trying to collect 2 million signatures.

10. Closing your programme.  Be sure and end your programme on a dramatic note, 
urging participants to tell others about the amphibian crisis and India campaign.  Ask 
them to make a pledge and a commitment to tell 5 other people about the campaign.
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Booklet
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Placard

Mask
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Stickers

Rakhi
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Bookmark
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Posters
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Poster

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 394



Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 395



Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 396



Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 397



Poster
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Colouring Book
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Games & Activities
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Click here to download “Amphibian”
Drama Kit guideline

Packet guideline
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Wildlife Week 2011 at  
Punjab school
Wildlife Week -2011 
programme was 
organized and 
celebrated by Eco-Club 
of Govt. Secondary 
School, Dilalpura Mirza, 
Bathinda (Punjab) India 
from   1-7 October 2011. 
The participants were 
students of 10-16 yrs 
and their teachers.  Mr. 
Baljinder Singh guided 
this programme with the 
help of Zoo Outreach 
Organisation’s 
amphibian education 
materials to create 
awareness among the 
students and local 
community. The school 
principal, Mrs. Joginder 
Kur delivered the lecture 
on  “we and our wildlife”. 
Various activities like 
exhibition of wild 
animals & bird’s 
pictures, poster-making 
competition and guest 
lectures were organized. 
The activities done by 
the eco-club members 
and students spread the 
awareness to save 

animals, biodiversity and 
create love with animals 
& birds. The principal 
and school faculty 
members gave prizes to 
the winners. Submitted 
by: Baljinder Singh, in 
charge Eco-club. 
baljinder2004@gmail.co
m

C.C.M. Hr. Sec. School, 
Idaiyangudi, TN-
Environmental 
Education activities
National Green Corps of 
Caldwell Centenary 
Memorial Higher 
Secondary School 
arranged many 
environmental 

awareness programmes 
throughout the year.  A 
lot of biodiversity exists 
in the school campus. 
Most of the students 
come from the Uvari, a 
Tsunami hit village and 
they are exposed to 
nature. The student’s 
involvement in 
environmental activities 
is very spontaneous and 
enthusiastic. Zoo 
Outreach Organisation 
various education 
materials used in our 
programmes. They are: 
Elephants, bats, hoolock 
gibbon and amphibians. 
The students made 
aware of protecting our 
nature through these 
activities. 

To create awareness to 
protect water bodies 
such as marsh, swamp, 
mangroves and the 
species such as 
amphibians and reptiles 
a programme was 
organised. Mr. W. Joel 
Revingston gave the 
introduction of the 
programme. 
Nithianatharaj, PG. Asst. 
Zoology described the 
importance of 
amphibians and its 

Wildlife Week Reports

!C.C.M. Hr. Sec. School students ready for an amphibian conservation rally 

Punjab school students posing with South Asian Amphibian posters
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kinds. The NGC students 
played a skit on 
amphibians called “Please 
Spare our Lives”. Mr. 
Avudiappan, District 
Middle School 
Coordinator talked about 
RAMSAR convention. He 
told the students the 
importance of protecting 
water bodies. And he 
asked the each student 
should plant at least a 
tree. At the end students 
took a oath saying that 
save biodiversity-save 
frog, I will not hurt frogs, 
I will not dump garbage 
into ponds/rivers etc., 
Rani Kirubairaj, NGC 
Coordinator thanked God 
who crated lovely 
swamps, marshes, 
mangrove forests, 
amphibians and other 
fauna related to wetland. 
Submitted by: Mr. W. Joel 
Revingston, HM &  Mrs. 
Rani Kirubairaj, NGC 
Coordinator, CCM Hr. Sec. 
School, Idayankudi. 
thompson_d70@yahoo.co
m

NESSA sponsored 
Wildlife Week at St. 
Christopers Training 
College, Chennai
Sixty-one second year 
teacher training course 
students participated in 
the Wildlife Week 
celebration. Introduction 
about sponsoring 
agencies ZOO and 
Amphibian Ark were 
explained. The TRIO 
theme……… UN Decade of 
Biodiversity 2011-2020, 
UN International Year of 
Forests 2011 and Year of 
the Bat 2011 were 
explained. The 
distribution amphibian 
education packets 
followed it. 

The frogs seem to be the 
regular visitors and 
inmates of the campus.  
Mrs. Jessie Jayakaran, 
the Coordinator, shared 
the efforts taken by the 
Amphibian conservation 
Scientists since 2004, in 
the Year of the Frog 
2008, the COUNT DOWN 

SAVE BIODIVERSITY 
2009-2010, and in the 
International Year of 
Biodiversity in 2010. As a 
result the participants 
were ready to know the 
U.N. Decade of 
Biodiversity 2011-2020. 
As the uses, reasons for 
the loss and the efforts 
to be taken to save the 
frog were easily 
available, they were so 
happy to teach and 
spread the news during 
the practice teaching in 
Oct-Nov’ 2011.  The 
students went to the 
level of saying that they 
will bring out the matter 
by role play, 
dramatizations and songs 
in Schools. At the end, all 
the participants shared 
their experience in the 
campus to the Hr. Sec. 
School students in the 
same campus. The 
Principal Dr. Mrs. Rachel 
Jebaraj and the Co-
ordinator Mrs. Susan 
David appreciated well 
and thanked Zoo 
Outreach Organisation 
and said they have 
received a feather on the 
cap, because Ms. Joy 
Alurin, the Treasurer of 

NESSA, is the old student 
of their College. 
Submitted by Jessie 
Jeyakaran, Chennai. 

Wildlife Week 2011 at 
Arignar Anna 
Zoological Park, 
Chennai 
The 40 NSS students of 
Madras Christian College, 
Chennai received the 
inputs given by Dr. 
Manimozhi of Arignar 
Anna Zoological Park, 
Chennai about the 
animals including 
amphibians.  As 4 
students have already 

undergone training and 
learned more about the 
frog and bat it was so 
easy to pass on from the 
known to unknown 
besides the Co-ordinators  
sharing. The amphibian 
packets were distributed 
to all and carried out the 
action-methodology 
starting from tying up of 
the rakhe. Dr. Manimozhi 
has taken the lead to 
make the students to 
repeat the oath.  There 
were A.V. sessions 
besides role-play. After 
gaining knowledge from 
the Zoo School 

Teacher trainee students leaping for amphibian conservation at NESSA program

!Christian college students spreading amphibian 
awareness to the visitors at AAZP
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Auditorium, all the 
students with a display 
banner and the materials  
marched and shared the 
importance of 
amphibians and other 
animals to the visitors. 
The Slogan prepared by 
Dr. Manimozhi and the 
NSS coordinator, Mr. Paul 
Jeyakaran, Retd. Deputy 
Registrar of MK 
University HoD and Mr. 
Yagna Selvan were 
energetic to repeat and 
thought provoking to the 
visitors.  Submitted by 
Jessie Jeyakaran, 
Chennai. 

Madura College, 
Madurai, TN Wildlife 
Week celebrations
To commemorate wildlife 
week NEST, an NGO 
organized one day 
workshop on 4 October 
2011 in the PG 
Department of Zoology, 
The Madura College 
(Autonomous), Madurai. 
The workshop was 
inaugurated by Mr. 
Rakesh Kumar Jagenia 
IFS, District Forest 
Officer, Madurai District. 
In has been felicitated by 
Dr. R. Murali, Principal 
Madura College. Around 
84 students from 
Meenakshi Government 
Arts and Science College 
for women, The American 
College, Sourastra 
College, Madura College 
Higher Secondary School 
and Madura College were 
participated and 
enlightened with 

information on Wildlife 
and their conservation 
especially on amphibians. 
Dr. S. Dinakaran gave a 
detailed presentation on 
“Frogs-Facts and Myths”. 

Masks, bracelets and 
placards on frogs were 
distributed to the 
students and asked them 
to wear and dramatize 
the need for conservation 
to the audience in the 
form of skits and 
feedback was received 
from them. Posters on 
amphibians was 
displayed in the venue 
and distributed to the 
representatives of the 
colleges who attended 
the workshop. Submitted 
by: P.Ramesh, NEST, 
Usilampatti, TN. 
ramesh_nsrc@yahoo.com

Wildlife Week 
celebrated by Wildlife 
SOS at Bannerghatta 
Biological Park 
We conducted the 
program on 5th October 
2011 at Bannerghatta 
Biological Park, 
Bangalore. Organizers 
were Wildlife SOS Staff 
and few other volunteers. 
The program was 
awesome like all our 
previous programs. This 
time we mainly 
concentrated to give 
awareness to children on 
bears, primates, 
amphibians and bats. 
The amphibian 
awareness programme 
was conducted at the 

children play area. We 
shared valuable facts 
about different frogs and 
their part in environment 
ecology. We issued the 
"Amphibian Kit and the 
Amphibian posters" to 
the children and asked 
them to act like frogs. 
Many children wore the 
frog mask and they 
jumped like frogs, mimic 
like frogs and their 
parents also enjoyed the 
show. Many zoo visitors 
gathered while the show 
was conducted. We 
almost conducted small 
events, play shows, 
mimic about animals, 
and dramas in the middle 
of all the awareness 
shows. Many children 
found happy by knowing 
the facts about animals 
especially in a zoo visit. 
All children and other 
participants took pledge 
to save wildlife and 
conserving nature at the 
end of program.

Children and their 
parents appreciated us 
very much because of 
the wonderful program 
organized in a zoo, which 
they never experienced 
in their previous visits to 
the zoo. All the credit 
goes to Zoo Outreach 
Organisation and the 
sponsors of the program 
kits and their continuous 
support to the wildlife 
volunteers. We wish ZOO  
to bring out more 
volunteers to save 

wildlife in future also. 
Our special thanks are to 
Wildlife SOS & Staffs, 
Volunteers and 
Bannerghatta Biological 
Park Management. 
Submitted by Gopi 
Janarthanan, Wildlife 
SOS Volunteer, 
Bangalore, Karnataka.  
gopi.janarthanan@gmail.
com

Amphibians 
Conservation 
Awareness 
programme at ARRS, 
Karnataka
‘Amphibians!!!’ was held 
on the 6 November 2011 
at the Agumbe Rainforest 
Research Station. The 
program was targeted at 
the 8-9 Std students of 
the Agumbe English 
medium school. The 
program was a success 
during which twenty-two 
selected students were 
exposed to a broad 
introduction to amphibian 
ecology with a detailed 
focus on frog biology. 
The program began with 
an interactive 
presentation on 
Amphibians with a 
primary focus on frogs. 
The backbone of the 
presentation was created 
using the ‘Frogs are a 
part of our biodiversity’ 
package sent to us by 
the Zoo Outreach 
Organization. Also 
included in the 
presentation was: a talk 
and video clip on the Madura College students wearing amphibian ark mask 

during the lecture on amphibian myths & facts

Dr. Arun Sha interacting with kids on amphibian 
conservation at Bannerghatta Biological Park
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“United Nations Decade 
on Biodiversity”; types of 
amphibians; an 
introduction to frogs, 
their importance and 
their current status in 
South Asia; possible 
conservation strategies 
and their 
implementation; a basic 
checklist of common 
found frogs and toads in 
Agumbe along with video 
clips and pictures of 
them.

The next phase of the 
program was an 

interactive session with 
the students wherein 
students were 
encouraged to express 
their experiences with 
amphibians. Concepts 
such as habitat loss, 
climate change, 
biodiversity and 
endemism were brought 
up in an interactive 
manner. Focus was given 
to frogs in explaining the 
importance of food 
chains and food webs, 
the uses of frogs as bio 
indicators to detect the 
health of ecosystems was  

thoroughly presented. 
The ACAP, Amphibian Ark 
and frozen Zoo’s were 
introduced. 

A field exposure to frogs 
was conducted. Students 
were trained in 
identifying frogs to genus  
level and some to species  
level in addition to safety 
protocols. On their 
request, a challenge of 
sighting 13 of the 
common found species in 
one hour was taken up. 
The site selected was 
optimum for practical 
exposure to differential 
habitat use of different 
species of frogs. All frogs 
found and the students 
noted their numbers 
down. Seven of the 13 
listed species of 
frogs were found which 
then raised a 
conversation on 
nocturnal and diurnal 
lifestyles in animals. 

The program ended with 
a talk on the importance 
of wildlife education and 
how every single person 
can contribute in his or 
her own way to 
protecting forests. 

Students and faculty 
members were given the 
education packages and 
instructed in ways of 
involving and educating 
their classmates in what 
they had learnt through 
the day. The group 
dispersed after lunch 
wearing the materials 
provided in the education 
packages, the walk back 
to the Agumbe School 
formed a small 
procession through the 
Agumbe town.

The program was a big 
success and the students 
were very involved and 
interested in discussions. 
ARRS would like to 
acknowledge the 
sponsors Amphibian Ark, 
Zoo Outreach 
Organization and Wildlife 
Information Liaison 
Development. Submitted 
by Naren Sreenivasan, 
Education officer, ARRS, 
Karnataka  
naren.arrs@gmail.com

Celebration of Wildlife 
Week 2011 by 
Conservation 
Himalayas, Chandigarh 
Conservation Himalayas 
celebrated the Wildlife 
Week with students and 
teachers of the 
Himalayan Public School 
(HPS) at Reckong Peo in 
Kinnaur district of 
Himachal Pradesh. On 1 

October 2011, the 
students of 4 - 10 
standards and teachers 
joined the team of the 
Conservation Himalayas 
in a small gathering to 
celebrate the Wildlife 
Week enthusiastically. 
Conservation Himalayas 
is indebted to the Zoo 
Outreach Organization 
for supplying WLW 
educational resource 
materials for this 
program.  The theme of 
the program was 
‘Understanding and 
Saving Biodiversity’. Mrs. 
Aruna Negi, the field 
program officer of the 
Conservation Himalayas 

Students are thrilled to see a ceacilian during 
amphibian field exposure visit

Agumbe students with AArk sponsored amphibian kits at the awareness program
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taught the kids about the 
basic concept of 
biodiversity by a play 
way method in which a 
few students played the 
role of wild animals 
wearing paper masks of 
a variety of wildlife. 
Thirteen students 
participated in this role-
play activity to 
understand and make the 
audience to understand 
the meaning of 
biodiversity. With the 
help of this play way 
method the students 
were taught how living 
organisms in an 
ecosystem depend on 
each other for survival. 
Aruna Negi explained to 
the students the role of 
frogs and bats in the 
environment. The ZOO 
kits on Amphibians and 
Bats were used to teach 
the facts about the frogs 
and bats and their 
ecological roles in the 
environment. At the end 
of the program, ZOO 
educational resource 
materials on amphibians, 
bats and bears were 
distributed to all the 
teachers and students 
and the contents were 

explained in detail.

Conservation Himalayas 
is especially thankful to 
the ZOO Outreach 
Organization and 
Amphibian Ark for the 
resource materials. We 
are also thankful to the 
Principal of the 
Himalayan Public School 
for giving permission to 
the students. Submitted 

by: Santhosh Kumar 
Sahoo, Conservation 
Himalayas, Chandigarh. 
chimalayas@yahoo.com

Wildlife Week 
Celebrations at the 
American College, 
Madurai, TN
The Department of 
Zoology, The American 
College has organized 
Wildlife Week 

Celebrations on 
4.10.2011 to 
commemorate the 
culmination of United 
Nations Decade on 
Biodiversity 
(2011-2020), 
International Year of 
Forests (2011), World 
Animal Welfare Day (Oct.
4th) and Wildlife Week 
Celebrations (Oct.1-7). 
More than 200 students 
belonging to various 
Departments of the 
college participated. 
Various inter-
departmental 
competitions like essay 
writing, pencil sketching 
and slogan writing were 
conducted on the theme 
of Wildlife Conservation. 
Dr. M. Davamani 
Christober, Bursar 
elaborates about the 
India’s wildlife resources 
and list out the species 
found only in India 
including amphibians and 
the importance of 
conservation in his 
felicitation. Thiru. Rakesh 
Kumar Jagenia, I.F.S., 
Chief Guest of the 
function emphasized the 
importance of conserving 
Wildlife and aim & 
significance of these 
celebrations.  Zoo 
Outreach Organization 

The kinds of South Asian Amphibians explained by the poster to HPS students

The American College students wearing AArk logo masks and holding placards
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education materials on 
amphibians distributed to 
the students and they 
were explained in detail. 
Students wore the masks  
and tied the rakhi by 
pledging to conserve the 
amphibians. Submitted 
by M.Rajesh, American 
College, Madurai, TN. 
lillyrajesh@yahoo.com.

University of Lucknow 
Celebrated Wildlife 
Week 
The Department of 
Zoology, University of 
Lucknow organized 
Wildlife Week from 1-7 
October in Collaboration 
with "Z.O.O.'s Educator 
Network" ZEN and 
Regional Science City, 
Lucknow. The 
programme was 
conducted at Regional 
Science City, Lucknow, 
involving high school 
students, Intermediate, 
Graduates, 
Postgraduates, N.S.S 
(National Service 
Scheme), N.C.C. 
(National Cadet Corps), 
and Rovers & Rangers 
(Bharat Scouts’ & 
Guides). The students 
represented from 
Lucknow University and 
other 9 colleges and 18 
schools.  
ZOO’s amphibian poster 
and packets were utilized 
to make people aware 
about these wonderful 
animals.  The students 
were divided into three 
groups and the following 
competitions were 
organized. And they 
were: short essay on 
wildlife crime, debate on 
“Keeping animals as pet 
ethical or non ethical!” 
Poem Recitation (Hindi/
English) on wildlife 
themes, art Competition 
(painting), greeting cards 
making and slogan 
writing on wildlife 
themes, face painting 
and fancy dress and 
Rangoli with the theme 
animals in Indian culture. 
Submitted by: Dr. Amita 
Kanaujia, AP, University 

of Lucknow. 
kanaujia.amita@gmail.co
m

RMNH, Bhopal, MP –
Amphibian Awareness 
programme
Regional Museum of 
Natural History, Bhopal 
organized awareness 
programmes on “Frogs 
are part of Biodiversity" 
at "Pragya School, 
Rajharsh Colony'' on 18 
October 2011. Eighty 
enthusiastic students 
from class 9-12 
participated in this 
programme and 
expressed their solidarity 
towards animal welfare. 
Shri. Manik Lal Gupta, 

Educational Assistant of 
the museum informed 
the students that frog 
soaks harmful substances 
through their skin, which 
could threaten human 
beings. Frogs eat bugs 
and insects, which 
destroy crops and carry 
harmful pathogen to us. 
He made an appeal to 
the students that they 
should not disturb their 
habitat and they should 
avoid using shampoo, 
soap or detergent in 
excess to save frogs. 
During the programme 
study materials received 
from Zoo Outreach 
Organisation, 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, 

like rakhi, mask, posters 
and booklets were used. 
Submitted by Dr. S. 
Sethuramalingarn, 
Scientist- E, RMNH, 
Bhopal. 
rmnhsethu@bsnl.in

WWF Kerala observed 
Wildlife Week 
WWF-India, Kerala State 
Office observed Wildlife 
Week 2011 with the 
support of Zoo Outreach 
Organization (ZOO) at 
KPSMMV Higher 
Secondary School, 
Varode, Palakkad on 7 

October 2011 with the 
participation of around 
150 students from 
nearby five Higher 
Secondary Schools. The 
event included 
programmes like 
awareness sessions, 
wildlife quiz, painting, 
and essay writing 
competitions on wildlife 
including frogs. 

The event was 
inaugurated by Mr. S. 
Guruvayurappan, South 
India Coordinator, 
Wildlife Protection 
Society of India (WPSI). 
He also led the technical 
session on Wildlife of 
Kerala. All the 
participants were 
provided with the 

Lucknow university programme motivated students in 
species conservation including amphibians

Students expressed solidarity towards amphibian welfare at RMNH programme
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education materials on 
bats, bears, and 
amphibians etc. from the 
Zoo Outreach 
Organization (ZOO), 
Coimbatore. Posters also 
were exhibited at the 
venue and distributed to 
participated schools for 
their notice board. 
Submitted by: A.K. 
Sivakumar, Senior 
Education Officer, WWF-
India, Kerala State Office. 
sivanpalode@gmail.com

Wildlife Celebration in 
Goa by the Wildlife 
and Eco-Tourism 
Division 
Wildlife and Eco-Tourism 
(South) Division 
celebrated wildlife week 
with variety of 
programmes including 
nature camps for 
students in the 
sanctuaries. On 04 
October 2011 a nature 
camp for students of 
Government High School 
Netravali Sanguem was 
arranged. A total of 51 
School Children and 3 
teachers from 5-9 

standard attended the 
camp. On 05 October 
2011 a Nature Camp for 
students of Shri 
Shradanand High School 
Poiguinim was 
conducted. Fifty-three 

students attended the 
same along with 
teachers. During the 
daylong programme, 
slide show, quiz and on 
the spot drawing 

competition based on 
forestry and wildlife were 
arranged. The 
educational material on 
amphibians supplied by 
Zoo Outreach 
Organisation was 
distributed and explained 
to the students and they 
were very much useful 
for the students to know 
more about the species. 
Submitted by Ramesh N 
Dessai, Asst. Conservator 
of Forests, Wildlife & Eco-
Tourism (South), Margao, 
Goa. 

Wildlife Awareness 
Programme during 
Wildlife Week by 
WWF-India, M.P & 
Chhattisgarh
The primary focus of the 
wildlife week celebration 
was to enhance the 
knowledge of wildlife 
among students. There 
could be no better way of 
celebrating wildlife week 
than conducting 
competitions on wildlife & 
environment by involving 
the students and 
teachers. WWF-I, M.P. & 
Chhattisgarh State Office 
organized various 
competitions for different 
age group of people 
during the entire wildlife 
week. Apart from these 
programmes on 3 

October 2011 a workshop 
was organized on 
amphibians in Govt. 
Middle School, Tatri. 
Children of the age group 
of 8-12 yrs were 

sensitized about 
amphibians. After the 
lecture and the 
distribution of kits a quiz 
competition was kept to 
judge the knowledge of 
the children. The children 
took great interest in the 
programme and all the 
winners of the quiz 
competition were 
awarded with some prize 
by WWF-I.  The children 
were told about the role 
of amphibians in 
ecosystem and motivated 
to help in conserving 
amphibians. Even a 
handprint competition 
was done to motivate the 
children towards 
conservation of Nature. 
The packet of kit on 
Amphibian, i.e. Frogs are 
part of Biodiversity 
obtained from Zoo 
Outreach Organization 
was distributed to all the 
participants. The children 
were thrilled to get the 
frog stickers and mask of 
the frog. Submitted by: 
Ms. Sangita Saxena, WWF 
India, Bhopal, MP. 
sdwwfmpcg@gmail.com

Wildlife awareness 
programmes by PUPA, 
West Bengal
In International Year of 
Biodiversity, Paribesh 
Unnayan Parishad 
conducted wildlife 
awareness programme 
with education material 
support from Zoo 
Outreach Organisation 

The Amphibian education kits used to teach an 
overview about amphibian conservation

Goa forest department arranged a programme on 
amphibians

Students thrilled to receive amphibian education kits
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and the materials 
sponsored by Amphibian 
Ark. During the 
celebration, wildlife 
awareness amongst the 
urban & rural school 
students created. The 
programme was held at 
Jadavpur Sammilita 
Balika Vidyalaya in 
Kolkata on 11 November.  
Twenty students were 
participated. 
Headmistress of the 
school inaugurated the 
programme. Mr. Arjun 
Manna, WWF-Sundarban 
and Dr. A. Misra were the 
resource persons. 
Lectures were given on 
wildlife conservation. 
After the presentation, 
plantation was held. As a 
follow up of the 
programme, Miss. 
Mousree Pradhan of class 
IX planned for massive 
plantation drive of Neem 
tree in the rural area of 
her own. On 16 
November another 
awareness programme 
was held at Phulbari 
Sitala High School in 
Sagar Island. Thirty-five 
students were 
participated. A talk on 
Wildlife Conservation was  
given. At the end the 
students played a mini 
skit on wildlife. In both 
the programmes different 
activities like group 
discussion, frog race, a 
skit, quiz competition 
shows that this will help 
in conservation efforts 
and reduce adverse 
impacts on wildlife. 
Submitted by: Dr. A. 
Misra, PUPA, Kolkata, 
WB. 
amargram.pupa@gmail.c
om.

Wildlife Week 
programme at 
Srikantha Balika 
Proudashala, Mysore
Wildlife Week was 
celebrated in Srikantha 
Balika Proudashala in 
Mysore. Programmes 
were conducted on two 
Saturdays, on one 
Saturday a programme 

was conducted to our 
Science Club students 
and they understood the 
each and every concept 
of the wildlife education 
packets of bat, bear and 
amphibians provided by 
ZOO. They discussed 
whatever they learned 
from the programme 
mutually and with 
teachers and others.  
Next Saturday they 
conducted programme on 
the particular topic to 
other students of the 
school. By this way all 
school children 
understood the 
importance of Year of 
Biodiversity and their 
responsibility to save our 
planet. Thank you for 
sending education 
materials to our children. 
Submitted by G. Suma, 
Karnataka. 
suma.ecomysore@gmail.c
om  

GEER Foundation, 
Gujarat organized 
special event on 
Wildlife Week
Wildlife Week is an 
opportunity to reach 
many, many people. 
Wildlife Week is probably 
one of the most 
participatory wildlife 
events in the world. This 
year in association with 
Zoo Outreach 

Organisation (ZOO), 
Wildlife Information 
Liaison Development, 
(WILD) Society, 
Amphibian Ark, Chester 
Zoo, UK, Conservation 
Breeding Specialist 
Group, USA, CCINSA, 
Alertis – Fund for Bear 
and Nature Conservation, 
GEER Foundation had 
organized a special event 
“Understanding 
Biodiversity” during the 
Wildlife Week 2011 
celebration at Indroda 
Nature Park, 
Gandhinagar. In this 
event Young Eco 
Ambassadors of the 
Gujarat state were given 
education packets 
containing wrist band, 

face mask with the 
message of Biodiversity 
is Life – our lives and 
wildlife’ during a specially 
designed workshop for 
Young Eco Ambassadors, 
organized at GEER 
Foundation, Gandhinagar. 
There were three 
different educational 
packets i.e. Amphibians, 
Bats and Bears.

After the distribution of 
educational packets, they 
were explained about 
Biodiversity and 
importance of 
Biodiversity Conservation 
by Shri S.P. Patel, Dy. 
Director, GEER 
Foundation in first 
session. In his speech he 

One of the students teaching about saving amphibians to other students in Mysore

Young Eco Ambassadors of Gujarat taught about 
amphibian conservation
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emphasized on 
equilibrium of humanity 
and natural biodiversity. 
After that they all 
masked themselves with 
different masks they got 
from the packets. In 
session two, they 
explored the Indroda 
Nature Park with the 
concept of conserving 
biodiversity, and also 
interacted with the 
visitors of the Park to 
make them aware of 
biodiversity and their 
importance. They also 
accompanied the visitors 
during their visit to the 
park and made them 
aware about the 
importance of wildlife for 
our own existence in 
third session. All 
participants highly 
appreciated the 
educational materials kits 
supplied by Zoo Outreach 
Organisation. Submitted 
by S.P. Patel, Dy. Director 
(E.E), GEER Foundation, 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat.  
dydir-geer@gujarat. 
gov.in

Animal Welfare 
Fortnight Report

CEE Madhya Pradesh 
Animal Welfare 
Fortnightly 2012 
awareness 
programmes
Animal Welfare Fortnight 
is a popular animal's 
event celebrated every 
year for over 50 years in 
India in the last two 
weeks of January i.e. 14 
-31 January. Animal 
Welfare Board of India 
AWBI organizes the 
event. Zoo Outreach 
Organization and other 
sponsors help educators 
of all kinds use the event 
to create awareness by 
providing complimentary 
educational material. The 
material developed for 
specific animal is 
oriented toward both 
conservation and welfare.

Centre for Environment 
Education, CEE Madhya 
Pradesh State Office, 
Bhopal conducted 5 
programmes using the 
materials to create an 
enjoyable and meaningful 

experience for school 
students and 
participants. CEE 
representative Mr. Dilip 
Chakravarty, Project 
Officer organized specific 
lecture on Bear, Monkey, 
Frog, Amphibians and 
Bats to the selected 5 
schools (class VI to X) of 
Hoshangabad	  district of 
Madhya Pradesh. He 
highlights the animal 
welfare components in 
the kit/packets developed 
by Zoo Outreach 
organization. The 
emphasis is given on the 
fact that if all wildlife 
conservation practiced 
properly, it benefits the 
domestic and wild 
animals in the long term. 
Mr. Joseph Kujur, CEE 
facilitated the sessions.  
On 28 Jan, frog 
awareness programme 
was held at SNG Higher 
Secondary School, 
Hosangabad. One 
hundred and fifty 
students and 10 teachers 
participated. Another 
amphibian awareness 
programme was held on 
the same day at 
Government Boy's and 

Girl's School, Koti Bajar, 
Hosangabad and 80 
students plus 5 teachers 
took part in it. 

Each awareness 
programme was lasted 
for an hour. Introduction 
about ZOO and CEE were 
given to the participants 
for about 10 minutes and 
detailed information 
about amphibian was 
given about 30 minutes. 
The students and 
teachers used another 20 
minutes for 
demonstrating the ZOO 
education kits and their 
usage. Session on wildlife 
or animals was very 
much interested to 
students and teachers, as 
the programmes on such 
theme are never 
happened in the schools. 
Students took oath for 
not harming the 
amphibians by using flap 
card or pledge card. 
Group of students was 
called for tying of rakhi 
and take message to 
conserve and protect the 
frogs. Stickers were 
given to students to use 
as an attraction to 

SNG HSS students leaping forward for the cause of amphibian conservation
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animal. Animal mascot is 
used to resemble the 
animal and think of it. 

Information booklet was 
generally given to 
teachers for further 

follow up of programmes 
in the schools. Submitted 
by: Dilip Chakravarthy, 

CEE, Madhya Pradesh. 
dilip.chakravarty@ceeindi
a.org 

Students who participated in the amphibian welfare and awareness programme
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AMPHIBIAN KIT - EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS
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Chapter 6
The Amphibian Crisis

The End
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Chapter 7
Bats

ZEN
ZOO Educator Network
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ZOO Ed. Packet/drama Guideline # 17 Page 1

Using the Colouring Book as a Teaching Tool:
Some Guidelines

Greetings from Zoo Outreach Organisation.  Instead of simply giving your student
this colouring book for recreation, why not use it as an effective teaching tool !
This booklet has been developed to help you introduce even young children to
complex topics, made simple and fun.

Colouring activity is one of the effective teaching tools to teach children of age 5 -
14 years about animals and plants.   This colouring book is intended to create
interest among children to learn about wildlife, and also to understand the diversity
of life forms. Though its theme is species specific, a colouring book like this – with
text throughout – can create interest in many things (e.g. wildlife, colouring itself,
plants, animals, etc.).  It can be used to introduce one of the very important
aspects of ‘Biodiversity’, a “buzzword” among conservationists and
environmentalists globally.  We know biodiversity is considered at three levels, i.e.,
species, genes and ecosystems. This book can help children to learn about species
diversity.

Some simple tips and ideas to use this colouring book are given below.  You can try
any of these ideas or a combination of them according to your programme plan.
Depending on the time and the objective of the programme organized, colouring
activity can be done as a single event or as a part of a big event incorporating
games and dramas. While sending the programme invitation ask the kids to bring
their colouring materials. Or, your teachers might want to use it in the classroom.

Tips for colouring book activity.

Ask the participants to assemble in the venue or class room with their colouring
materials.  It is advisable to limit the number to no more than 50.

Tell the objective of the programme, for example: to learn about different kinds of
South Asian animals, their characteristics and habits.

To orient your group towards the programme, choose or make up a game related to
the theme to play. Some games are given at the end of this guideline. Try just
one game with your group.

After playing a game issue a copy of the colouring book to each child and give 5
minutes to explore the book. While they go through the pages encourage them to
observe the difference in the animal structure.

Tell them that the animals drawn in the colouring book are found in South Asian
region. (South Asia will include eight countries such as Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Nepal, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.)
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Introduce the animal species, group or groups as appropriate. Let them to read
the introduction to understand how they are grouped.

Ask them to read the scientific name and common names. Ask them to find out the
food of the animal and their habitat if possible.

Guide them to choose an animal of their interest to colour according to the colour
code given in the book. Plan your programme in such a way that they get enough
time to draw at least one page.

By looking the drawings tell them how this group of animals differs in their
appearance, teeth, colour, behavior, tail, food preference.

Using this animal group explain them the meaning of ‘Biodiversity”.

If time permits lead them to enact in some skits on related themes. Some drama
ideas are given below. Use the masks to play the drama.

Do a very simple evaluation to find out how far they have understood.  Please see
page 4 for model questions.

Allow the children to take the colouring book with them and ask them to colour rest
of the pages.  Encourage them to show the colouring book to their parents, family
members, friends and relatives.

PRIMATE THEME BASED GAMES AND DRAMA
Game 1: Monkey say, monkey do
Ask the participants to assemble. Choose a leader among them and give
instructions on primate behaviour.  The other children follow the leader but the
players should imitate the leader only if the leader says “monkey says do this”.  If
the leader says “do this” and someone does the action then (s)he is out of the
game.  Example: The leader scratch his/her head after saying “monkey says do
this”, all the players should do what (s)he does.  But if (s)he instruct the same
action by saying “do this”, the player should not imitate.

Game 2: Opposable thumb
Instruct the participants to tie their thumbs to other fingers using celotape or
rubber band so that they can not use their thumb.  Ask them to attempt some
simple tasks like tying their shoe laces or pick up a coin from the floor.  Give 30
seconds to see who does it fast.  Let them also do it with out tying the thumb.  This
is a good ways to explain the importance of opposable thumb.  Explain that only
primates have opposable thumbs.

Drama: Saving Primates from Poachers
Imagine you are a school student living in a village close to monkey habitat.  One
day when you were on the way to your school you saw a man with a gunny bag
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that was constantly moving.  You suspect and later you found that it was a
monkey.  It was caught from the near by forest and the man is trying to transport
it to the market to sell.  On the way to the school you see a forest officer who is
known to your family.  You narrated the incidence and request him to go and find
out about the incidence.  The forest officer rushes to the place and catch hold of the
poacher.  He found a young monkey in it and on enquiry he found that he is trying
to sell it to a person for a small money.  The forest officers further follow the clue
and finds a big gang involved in animal trade.  They were all punished and the
school boy received an award.

BAT THEME BASED GAMES AND DRAMA
Game: Ohhhh threats
Select ten students as bats and make them wait out side the room. Select another
15 students and make five groups of three each to represent threats to the bat.
(The bats are not supposed to know who is posing a ‘threat’).  The threats would be
‘hunting, deforestation, habitat loss, tourism, and interference’. Make the
remaining students to form a big circle and let the ‘bats’ flatter (walk) around the
circle. The students representing the ‘threats’ stand in circle without the bats
knowing about the ‘threats’. Let the conductor call out any threat, eg ‘hunting’.
The students representing the ‘threat’ try to catch the bats while the latter run out
of the circle.  Those who are caught are considered dead while those who escape
can enter the circle once again. Repeat this until only one bat is left.  Call out the
‘threat’ and when the threat-representing group enters the circle to catch the bat,
then the conductor intervene and stop the ‘threat’ and explain everyone in the
circle the measures for protection of bats. Start the discussion on the role of people
to sop the threats and save the bat.

Drama 1: Saving bats from trappers for medicine or food
Some boys from a school in the village notice a man showing another man
something in a gunny bag. They investigate and it seems the first man is trying to
sell a bag of bats. The boys have been studying ecology in school and know that
these bats are helping to regenerate the forest by their amazing ability to spread
seeds far and wide. Free-flying bats look on and cheer the boys who talk earnestly
to the man with the bats, trying to convince him to release them. He refuses
because his baby needs food and this is his only way to get money now. The boys
ask him how much the other man has offered and then offer him double. They go
home and raid their savings banks, and beg their parents for money to save the
bats. The bat-seller is very touched by the sacrifice and passion of the boys. He
releases the bats and takes only enough from the boys to buy food for his baby for
two days. He says he will try to find another way to make money.

Drama 2: Bats in the zoo
A zoo director wants to shoot or poison the bats in a couple of large bat trees in the
zoo because visitors complain about them.  Visitors are afraid of the bats.  Also the
bats poop on them as they are passing under the bat trees.  Friends of the Zoo
want to save the bat trees and they prepare attractive signs about the good that
bats do.  They also collect some bamboo poles and tools.  They ask permission to
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erect a barrier around the bat tree so that people can’t walk under and be hit by
falling bat products!  They put up informational signs on the bamboo barriers.
Visitors can stand outside the barrier and see the bats without fear of falling bat
poo. They can read interesting facts about bats.  Visitors think it is a new enclosure.
The press comes and reports on the new bat exhibit. The zoo director is happy and
trashes his plan to shoot bats.

MODEL EVALUATION QUESTIONS:
For primates:
There are four kinds of Primates – True or false.
All primates eat insects – True or false.
Monkeys eat leaves, flowers and fruits – True or false.
How many primates are reported from South Asia?
Tell one common name of a primate.

For bats:
Bats are pollinators – True or false.
Bats are useful animals – True or false.
What are the major groups of bats?
How many bats are found in India?
Where do bats live?
Bats are active during day time – True or false.
Tell one common name of a bat.

Masks provided with the colouring book:
If you have ordered just the colouring book you will be getting a set of four animal
masks for the organizers to use in the education programme. Use the masks to play
the drama.  Photo copy the masks on a board if you need more masks.

GLOSSARY:
Biodiversity: Biodiversity means the variability among living organisms
Habitat: A habitat is a place where an animal or plant lives.
Species: A species is a group of animals that are more like each other than they
are like any other animals.  When they breed with each other they reproduce their
own kind.
Taxonomy: Taxonomy is the classification of living things.
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Click here to download 
ABC 

Advancing Bat Conservation 
with Drama 

guidelines book

Click here to download 
ABC 

Advancing Bat Conservation 
Packet guidelines book
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Wildlife Week 
Celebration at 
Sepahijala Zoological 
Park, Tripura
As part of the week-long 
wildlife celebrations a 
talk on Wildlife 
Conservation was 
delivered to the selected 
students o f Sri Nagar 
Garordhi H.S School & 
Latiachara High School 
on 19 & 29-10-2011. Sri 
A. K. Bhowmik, Director, 
delivered the lecture. 
About 700 students 
attended the lecture in 
both schools. The lecture 
was followed by an 
activity session on bats. 
The education kit 
received from Zoo 
Outreach Organisation 
used in the programme 
and Chester Zoo and 
Conservation Breeding 
Specialist Group CBSG 
sponsored the packet. 
The students were 
briefed about the packet 
items. They were told 
about the kinds, the 
threats to bas, how they 
are beneficial to nature 
and why we have to 
conserve them. Then 
they wore the bat masks 
and holding the placards 
took an oath to 
conserving of bats. 
Submitted by: Mr. Ajit 
K. Bhowmik, Director. 
Email:bhowmik_ak@ya
hoo.com

Wildlife Week 
programme at 
Srikantha Balika 
Proudashala,Mysore
Wildlife Week was 
celebrated in Srikantha 
Balika Proudashala 
inMysore. Programmes 
were conducted on two 
Saturdays, on one 
Saturday a programme 
was conducted to 
ourScience Club students  
and they understood 
many facts about wildlife 
from the wildlife 

education packets of 
bats, bears and 
amphibians provided by 
ZOO. They discussed 
whatever they learned 
from the programme with 
teachers and other 
students. Next Saturday 

a programme was 
arranged for other 
students of the school so 
thatall school children 
understood the 
importance of Year of 
Biodiversity and their 
responsibility to save our 

planet.Thank you to ZOO  
for sending education 
materials to our children. 
Submitted by G. Suma, 
Karnataka. 
Email:suma.ecomysore@
gmail.com

Short Reports of some organisations utilising Bat educational materials 
sponsored by Chester Zoological Gardens and Conservation Breeding 
Specialist Group SSC IUCN 
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Wildlife awareness 
programmes by 
PUPA, WestBengal
Paribesh Unnayan 
Parishad conducted 
wildlife awareness 
programme with 
education material 
support from Zoo 
Outreach Organisation 
and the materials 
sponsored by Chester 
Zoo, CBSG and UFAW. 
During the 
celebration, wildlife 
awareness on bats 
and frog amongst the 
urban & rural school 
students was created. 
The programme was 
held at Jadavpur 
Sammilita Balika 
Vidyalaya in Kolkata 
on 11 November. 
Twenty students 
participated. 
Headmistress 
inaugurated the 
programme and Mr. 
Arjun Manna, WWF-
Sundarban and Dr. 
A. Misra were the 
resource persons 
who gave lectures 
on wildlife 
conservation 
especially bats and 
frogs. On 16 
November another 
awareness 
programme was 
held at Phulbari 
SitalaH igh School 
in Sagar Island with 
35 students. At the 
end the students 
played a mini skit on 
bats. In both the 
programmes different 
activities like group 
discussion, frog race, 
a skit on bats, quiz 
competition shows 
that this will help in 
conservation efforts 
and reduce adverse 
impacts on wildlife. 
Submitted by: Dr. A. 
Misra, PUPA, 
Kolkata, WB. Email:
amargram.pupa@g
mail.com.

TATA Steel 
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Zoological Park, 
Jamshedpur 
Tata Steel Zoological 
Park, Jamshedpur 
celebrated wildlife week 
from 2-9 October 2011 
with different theme 
based programmes and 
bat awareness 
programme was one 
among them. 
About 500 students from 
40-50 Schools 
participated in Essay 
Writing Competition, 
Debate, Fancy dress and 
Drawing Competitions. As 
we are aware that the 
world celebrating three 
major campaigns, 
International Year of 
Forests (2011), Year of 
the Bat (2011-2012), 
and the UN Decade on 
Biodiversity 
(2011-2020).  The Tata 
Zoo also designed all the 
programmes accordingly; 
the theme of the Essay 
Writing competition was 
“Forest a necessity for 
survival of humankind”. 
The topic of the Debate 
competition was “Bats- 
nuisance species or 
service provider in 
ecosystem”. Fourteen 
children’s of std. IX and 
X from 9 different 
schools participated in 
the programme and in 
Quiz topic was 
“Biodiversity and Indian 
Wildlife”. 

The educational 
materials were 
distributed to the 
programme participants 
during the competition 
to make the programme 
more interesting 
especially during the 
debate and on the spot 
painting competition. 
The children enjoyed 
with informative 
educational materials 
provided by the Zoo 
Outreach Organization, 
Coimbatore, Tamilnadu. 
The Zoological Park once 
again thanks to the 
Z.O.O for their support 
and make the theme 
based programme 

success. Submitted by: 
S. K. Mahato, Curator. 
Email: 
skmahato196@rediffm

ail.com

Wildlife week 2011 at 
St. Mary’s Hr. 
Secondary School, 
Madurai  

The Wildlife Week 
celebration was 
conducted on 10 October 
2011.  Nearly 40 N.G.C 

students received inputs 
on U.N. Decade of 
Biodiversity, U.N. 
International Year of 
Forest and the Year of 
the Bats. Copies of the 
importance, uses and the 

steps to be carried out to 
protect and to conserve 
the BIODIVERSITY were 
distributed to the 

students. After the silent 
study, one student read 
that aloud and they were 
decided to spread the 
information and follow 
the guidance such as 
read and gain more 

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 484

mailto:skmahato196@rediffmail.com
mailto:skmahato196@rediffmail.com
mailto:skmahato196@rediffmail.com
mailto:skmahato196@rediffmail.com


about Biodiversity from 
newspapers and mass 
media (T.V), proper 
disposal of waste, non-
polluting the waterbeds, 
recycling of water and 
paper besides sharing to 
the neighbourhood. Just 
like the 5 fingers of a 
hand, they decided to 
carry out the same. 

Regarding the FOREST 
the ecological, 
economical, scientific, 
aesthetic, social and 
recreational values were 
explained besides their 
benefits and services to 
mankind.  As the year of 
the BAT 2011 promotes 
the conservation, 
research and education 
on these unique flying 
mammals, St. Marys 
H.S.S. was coined as it is  
situated within 1 km of 
Thirumalai Nayakar 
Mahal where the bats 
visits for more than a 
century and this place is 
in the heart of Madurai 
City. The free bat 
educational packets 
received from ZOO, India 
were distributed. Most of 
the students have seen 
the bat at school, home 
and in Mahal.  So, it was 
easy to carry out the 
programme. Two of the 
students named the bats 
as they have studied in 
Science and English 
poem. With the bat 
education materials and 
posters they understood 
more good things about 
bats. They decided to 
spread this message to 
other students at their 
school and other schools, 
family members and 
public. Their monthly 
report will add new 
information about BATS 
in Madurai. Submitted 
by Jessie Jeyakaran, 
Chennai. Email: 
jesseyjey@rediffmail.c
om

Conservation of 
Nature Society 
Programmes for 
Wildlife Week 2011

The Conservation of 
Nature Society arranged 
programmes for Wildlife 
week from the 2 -8 

October 2011. We 
conducted awareness 
programmes on all the 
days since this year is 
Year of the Forest and 
Year of the Bats etc., On 
5 October a programme 
on bats was conducted 
by the Society’s 
executive committee 
members and they had 
taken classes on the 
need of protect bats. 
ZOO’s bat education kit 
was used in the 
programme. The photo 
taken in Mumbai 
Chembur area how (the 
shade trees where bats 
are protected) even in a 
busy city area the bats 
have been protected 
shown to the 

participants, while the 
smaller cities and other 
towns in India are unable 
to protect them.

On 08.10.2011 another 
awareness programme 
was held based on the 
HINDU article ‘Batting for 
the Bat’. The Society 
Executive Committee 

took classes based on the 
same. The methods of 
capturing bats for 
taxonomy, their prey in 
the forests and how they 
are helping regenerating 
forests were explained. 
Using the materials of 
ZOO’s bat education kits 
created awareness. The 
participants thanked for 
ZOO materials.  
Submitted by Mr. 
Vinod Kumar 
Damodar, Joint 
Secretary, 
Conservation of 
Nature Society, 
Calicut, Kerala.

NESSA sponsored 
Wildlife Week at St. 
Christopers Training 
College, Chennai
Sixty-one second year 
teacher training students 
participated in the 

Wildlife Week 
Celebration.  The TRIO 
theme……… UN Decade of 
Biodiversity 2011-2020, 
UN International Year of 
Forest 2011 and Year of 
the Bats 2011-12 were 
explained which was 
followed by the 
distribution of 3 
educational packets 

received from ZOO, India 
on Frog, Bat & Bear. They 
were explained about 
sponsoring organizations 
of education materials 
ZOO, Chester Zoo and 
CBSG, IUCN/SSC.

The bats seem to be the 
regular visitor and 
inmate of the college 
campus. As they have 
witnessed many bats in 
the campus the students 
themselves took this 
session besides the 
coordinator’s assistance. 
They learned many 
things about bats 
through the bat 
education packets. The 
Bookmark received much 
attention to the level of 
taking copies for the 
distribution in their 
teaching days. At the 
end, all the participants 

shared their experience 
in the campus to the Hr. 
Sec. School students in 
the same campus. The 
Principal Dr. Mrs. Rachel 
Jebaraj and the Co-
ordinator Mrs. Susan 
David appreciated well 
and thanked Zoo 
Outreach Organisation, 
WAZA and CBSG for the 
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materials.  Submitted 
by Jessie Jeyakaran, 
Chennai.Email: 
jesseyjey@rediffmail.c
om

Madura College, 
Madurai, TN Wildlife 
Week celebrations
To commemorate wild life 
week NEST, an NGO 
organized one-day 
workshop on 4 October 
2011 in the PG 
Department of Zoology of 
Madura College. Mr. 
Rakesh Kumar Jagenia 
IFS, District Forest 
Officer, inaugurated the 
workshop. Around 84 
students from Meenakshi 
Government Arts and 
Science College for 
women, The American 
College, Sourastra 
College, Madura College 
Higher Secondary School 
and Madura College were 
participated and 
enlightened with 
information on Wildlife 
and their conservation. 
The resource persons 
were gave detailed 
presentations on frogs, 
bats, bears and snakes.  

Masks, bracelets and 
placards on bats, frogs, 
and bears were 
distributed to the 
students and asked them 
to wear and dramatize 
the need for conservation 
to the audience in the 
form of skits and 
feedback was received 
from them. Submitted 
by: P.Ramesh, NEST, 
Usilampatti, TN. Email: 
ramesh_nsrc@yahoo.c
om

University of Lucknow 
Celebrated Wildlife 
Week 
The Department of 
Zoology, University of 
Lucknow organized 
Wildlife Week from 1-7 
October in Collaboration 
with "Z.O.O.'s Educator 

Network" ZEN and 

Regional Science City, 
Lucknow. The 
programme was 
conducted at Regional 
Science City, Lucknow, 
involving high school 
students, Intermediate, 
Graduates, 
Postgraduates, N.S.S 
(National Service 
Scheme), N.C.C. 
(National Cadet Corps), 
and Rovers & Rangers 

(Bharat Scouts’ & 

Guides). The students 
represented from 
Lucknow University and 
other 9 colleges and 18 
schools.  

ZOO’s bat and other 
education kits were 
utilized to make people 
aware about these 
neglected animals.  The 
students were divided 
into three groups and 

competitions were 

organized on bats.  
Submitted by: Dr. 
Amita Kanaujia, AP, 
University of Lucknow. 
Email: 
kanaujia.amita@gmail.
com 

RMNH, Bhopal, MP –
Amphibian, Bat, Bear 
and Elephant 
Awareness 
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programmes
Regional Museum of Natural 
History, Bhopal organized 
awareness programmes on "Bats 
& Biodiversity” at "Pragya 
School, Rajharsh Colony'' on 18 
October 2011. Eighty enthusiastic 
students from class 9-12 
participated in this programme 
and expressed their solidarity 
towards animal welfare. Biological 
control was the buzzword. Shri. 
Manik Lal Gupta, Educational 
Assistant of the museum 
informed the students that largest 
bat in the world is Pteropus 
vampyrus with a wingspan of 6 
feet and measures 1 Kg. and in 
South Asia, it is found only in 
Nicobar Islands. While describing 
their distribution he told that hog 
nosed bat found in south and 
Southeast Asia is smallest bat in 
the world weighs about 2 grams 
with 6-inch wingspan that can fit 
into a matchbox. He disclosed that 
how fruit bats play an important 
role in the survival of forests, 
especially rain forests and in 
India, short nosed fruit bats are 
important pollinators. While 
describing the eco-friendliness of 
bats, he said one insectivorous 
bat could eat roughly 600-1000 
mosquitoes and other insect pests 
in one night!. He brought to the 
notice that they also kill other 
insects like bugs, which destroy 
fruit and other trees and small 
mammals such as rodents that 
destroy stored grains and other 
crops. Thus ecologically they 
play an active role in 
regeneration of forests. He 
advised that bats living near the 

student's home could keep 
themselves free of insect bites 
and other troubles caused by 
flying insects! He said this is 
known as biological control.

While he explaining the 
degradation of various habitats 
narrated about natural and 
anthropogenic threats to bats like 
storms, forest fire, habitat loss, 
urbanization, hunting for food and 
medicine, mining, pollution, 
pesticides and disturbance caused 
to caves, trees, buildings where 
bats roost. He appealed to the 
students to come forward to 
conserve bats and suggested 
some steps for similar to the 
forest conservation; avoid 
fumigation near to bat roosting 
sites and not to disturb trees, 
caves, buildings or any roosting 
site etc. During the programme 
study materials received from Zoo 
Outreach Organisation, 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, like 
rakhi, mask, posters and booklets 
were used. Submitted by Dr. S. 
Sethuramalingarn, Scientist- 
E, RMNH, Bhopal. Email: 
rmnhsethu@bsnl.in

Wildlife Week 2011 with the 
support of ZOO - Activity 
Report 
WWF-India, Kerala State Office 
observed Wildlife Week 2011 with 
the support of Zoo Outreach 
Organization (ZOO) at KPSMMV 
Higher Secondary School, Varode, 
Palakkad on 7 October 2011 with 
the participation of around 150 
students from nearby five Higher 

Secondary Schools. The event 
included programmes like bat 
awareness sessions, wildlife quiz, 
painting, and essay writing 
competitions for all students. All 
the participants were provided 
with the education materials on 
bats from the Zoo Outreach 
Organization (ZOO), Coimbatore. 
Submitted by: A.K.Sivakumar, 
Senior Education Officer, 
WWF-India, Kerala State 
Office. Email: 
sivanpalode@gmail.com

Wildlife Awareness 
Programme during Wildlife 
Week by WWF-India, M.P & 
Chhattisgarh
The primary focus of the wildlife 

week celebration was to enhance 
the knowledge of wildlife among 
students. There could be no better 
way of celebrating wildlife week 
than conducting competitions on 
wildlife & environment by involving 
the students and teachers. WWF-I, 
M.P. & Chhattisgarh State Office 
organized various competitions for 
different age group of people 
during the entire wildlife week. 

On 4 October a programme was 
organized in Govt. Middle School, 
Indri, Mandla District, M.P. The 
children were educated about 
wildlife. They were sensitized 
about importance of bats in the 
ecosystem and how to save them. 
After the lectures, the participants 
were asked to give five minutes 
presentation about their views and 
a group discussion was also held 
on nature conservation. All the 
children took keen interest in the 
presentation and group discussion. 
Quiz was also organized just to 
check the interest of students and 
we were surprised to know that 
the participants answered all the 
questions. The kit on Bats & 
Biodiversity of Zoo Outreach 
Organization along with education 
kit of WWF-I was distributed to all 
the participants.

On 5 Oct 2011 a workshop was 
organized on nature Conservation 
in Govt. Hr. Sec. School, Chilpi of 
C.G. Children of the age group of 
13-18 yrs were sensitized about 
wildlife and its importance in 
ecosystem. The children were told 
about the role of bats in 
ecosystem and motivated to help 
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in conserving them. After the 
lecture a quiz competition was 
kept to judge the knowledge of the 
children.  Submitted by: Ms. 
Sangita Saxena, WWF India, 
Bhopal, MP. Email: 
sdwwfmpcg@gmail.com

C.C.M. Hr. Sec. School, 
Idaiyangudi, TN-Yearlong 
Environmental Education 
activities
National Green Corps of Caldwell 
Centenary Memorial Higher 
Secondary School arranged 
various environmental awareness 
programmes throughout the year 
in important eco days  A lot of 
biodiversity exists in the school 
campus. Most of the students 
come from the Uvari, a Tsunami 
hit village and they are exposed to 
nature. The student’s involvement 
in environmental activities is very 
spontaneous and enthusiastic. Zoo 
Outreach Organisation various 

education materials used in our 
programmes and bat education kit 
also used in one of our 
programme. They were taken to 
nearby fruit bat roosting area and 
they were explained about bats by 
using the literature from ZOO kits. 
The students made aware of 
protecting our nature through 
these activities. Submitted by: 
Mr. W. Joel Revingston, HM & 
Mrs. Rani Kirubairaj, NGC 
Coordinator, CCM 

Hr.Sec.School, Idayankudi. 
Email: 
thompson_d70@yahoo.com

Celebration of Wildlife Week 
2011 by Conservation 
Himalayas, Chandigarh 
On 1 October, Conservation 
Himalayas celebrated the Wildlife 
Week with of 4 - 10 standards 
students and teachers of the 
Himalayan Public School (HPS) at 
Reckong Peo in Kinnaur district of 
Himachal Pradesh. Conservation 
Himalayas is indebted to the Zoo 
Outreach Organization and 

materials sponsors Chester Zoo 
and CBSG for supplying WLW 
educational resource materials. 

The theme of the program was 
‘Understanding and Saving 
Biodiversity’. Mrs. Aruna Negi, the 
field program officer of the 
Conservation Himalayas taught the 
kids about the basic concept of 
biodiversity by a play way method 
in which a few students played the 
role of wild animals wearing paper 
masks of a variety of wildlife 
including bats. Thirteen students 
participated in this role-play 
activity to understand and make 
the audience to understand the 
meaning of biodiversity. With the 
help of this play way method the 
students were taught how living 
organisms in an ecosystem depend 
on each other for survival. Aruna 
Negi explained to the students the 
role of bats and other animals in 
the environment. The bat 
education was used to teach the 
facts about bats and their 
ecological role in the environment. 
At the end of the program, bat 
education material was distributed 
to all the teachers and students 
and the contents were explained in 
detail. Submitted by: Santhosh 
Kumar Sahoo, Conservation 
Himalayas, Chandigarh. Email: 
chimalayas@yahoo.com
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BAT EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS
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Chapter 7
Bats

The End
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Chapter 8
Zoos and Animal Welfare

ZEN
ZOO Educator Network
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Zoos and  Animal Welfare

There are an estimated 10,000 facilities that could be called zoos in the world.  
Maybe 500 of them are what we would call “good to excellent zoos”.  Another 500 
are borderline poor to improveable maybe.  The remaining 9000 are probably just 
hopeless ... they are not helping -- they are run by people who are more interested 
in making money than in help wildlife.  We call these zoos “dysfunctional” zoos, or 
substandard zoos, bad zoos, etc.  These zoos have no concept of wildlife 
conservation or animal welfare.  If you are a teacher, you should not take students 
to these kinds of zoos.  It gives kids the wrong impression about wildlife and 
welfare.  In this section we will explain the difference very clearly.

All zoos should have wildlife conservation as their highest priority.  That means they 
do not acquire animals from the wild ... they get them from other zoos, or 
registered animal holders.  It means they put the animals’ mental and physical 
health above everything else ... including zoo visitors who want to feed or tease 
animals, including staff holidays or convenience (good staff agrees this is right), 
they try to get the best of everything for the animals and to learn the most recent 
innovations in enclosure design, veterinary medicine, diet, handling, etc. 

Good zoos have education staff who insure that the writing on informational boards 
is correct and interesting, that programmes are arranged for visitors both in the 
zoos and outside at schools.  The education staff teach people of all ages about 
various animals and their characteristics and their conservation status, e.g. what 
are their chances as a species for survival!  They teach what you can to to help 
promote wildlife conservation to your students so they will grow up with this as one 
of their priorities. 

Today all over the world, conditions are changing for the worse because we as a 
world are losing much of the wilderness that once provided clean air and a more 
healthy environment.  Now, in order to feed and house the burgeoning human 
population, more and more development is being done which involves taking over 
wilderness areas.  That means cutting trees, bushes and removing wild grasses; 
leveling hillocks, diverting or distroying streams and sometimes even rivers, and 
many other measures to make the area suitable to build shopping centres, houses, 
condos, etc.  

When this development takes place, where do the animals go?  They die out and 
that is why many species of animals are endangered or even extinct.  In order to 
maintain what remains of our forests, we need animals.  Animals and plants are 
essential to maintaining forests, jungles and other wild areas.  Without animals and 
plants, these areas turn into man made deserts with no value at all to human 
beings.  Animals and plants make up ecosystems which give the earth the variety it 
needs to thrive.  

So good zoos teach about such things and hope that when visitors come to the zoo, 
they will appreciate the beautiful and bizzare animals and learn how important they 
are to the very survival of earth and humankind.

When you take your kids to the zoo, try and explain before hand that the zoo is 
actually a sacred place holding what could be the last animals.  The literature in this 
chapter will help you forumulate your approach by explaining “conservation 
conscious” attitude as oppsoed to “conservation careless”.   Our primary theme is 
“Conservation Welfare”.  When we appreciate animals and treat them kindly at the 
zoo without trying to feed them and without teasing and disturbing them, we are 
practising Conservation Welfare.  We are helping conserve the animals and also 
respecting their welfare.
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Zoo Outreach Organisation, ZOO
Universities Federation for Animal Welfare, UFAW

Your city zoo ... and even YOU ... are you 

CONSERVATION-CONSCIOUS 

CONSERVATION-CARELESS ? 
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In the Past
Whatever anyone may say, the REAL
reason we have zoos is because
people like to look at animals.

That is how it all started.  Rich,
powerful people collected animals
because they liked to look at them
and show them to friends, family and
colleagues.  Soon, other people saw
that they could make money by
collecting animals for sale and also
by showing animals to other people
for a fee.  So a great many animals
were captured, and many others
killed in the process.  When it was no
longer cheap and easy to obtain
animals from the wild, THEN people
started keeping rare species for
conservation.

Present
Today many zoos exist in order to
promote conservation of wildlife.
Other zoos exist for commercial or
political reasons.  Zoos which are
trying to conserve wildlife are likely
to have better standards than zoos
run for entertainment and financial
gain, although not always.

Zoo Outreach Organisation (Z.O.O.)
likes zoos that are “conservation-
conscious”.  These are zoos that
provides good living conditions for
their animals and promote wildlife
conservation.  These zoos also carry
out activities which aid wildlife
conservation:

Reproduction-breeding wild animals
for
.  preserving biodiversity
.  display in other zoos so they don't

take from the wild
.  animal health and well-being

Research-scientific study on wildlife
.  behaviour and biology
.  things that can’t be studied in wild
.  needs in captivity and wild
.  for better conservation.

Education-teaching in a living natural
history museum
.  responsibility for our piece of the

world
.  respect for all life forms
.  interest in wildlife conservation
.  treating all animals with kindness

Z.O.O. calls the other kinds of zoos
"conservation-careless" zoos.
Often a “conservation-careless”
zoo is also careless about animal
welfare and ethics.

Future
In the future, we want all zoos to be
committed to wildlife conservation...
in word and in action.  We want all
zoos to be conservation-
conscious.  That is the opposite of
conservation-careless.
Conservation-conscious zoos can
conduct effective conservation
activities.

WHY WE HAVE ZOOS

Teaching Conservation Welfare for Captive and Free Living Wildlife 494



Conservation-conscious zoos
have most of these things ...
. a permanent site
. supportive environment for animals
. management for the greater good
of the community

. adequate finance

. record keeping

. priority of kind treatment of animals

. meet legal requirements

. trained and interested staff

. clean & safe enclosures, pens,
yards, spacious, naturalistic
enclosures

. a small number of mated species

. fresh, nutritious foods & clean
water

. healthy animals

. healthy staff

. veterinarians according to number
of animals

. good educational signage

. an education programme

. a conservation programme

. a breeding strategy for all animals

. a Mission Statement

. a Master Plan for development

. conservation as its highest value

Conservation-careless zoos have
some or all of these ...
. unsanitary, always smelly
enclosures

. unhealthy animals

. nervous, frightened-looking animals

. apathetic, non-skilled staff

. uncertain economic future

. insufficent finance to run properly

. bad or no educational signage

. no education programmes

. overcrowded exhibits

. small cage style enclosures

. no enrichment in cages or
enclosures

. high death rate & low birth rate

. inadequate organisation

. spoiled food left in enclosures

. water needs changing

. faeces and urine not collected

. corruption

. frequent transfer of officials

. inadequate powers for staff

. no control over public behaviour
(teasing, feeding vandalism)

. no breeding controls- surplus
animals

. organisation run for individual profit

Conservation-careless zoos do not
achieve sustainable management.
Such zoos can cause species
extinctions, through
- high death rate due to bad care,
bad living-conditions and lack of
husbandry & veterinary care

- poor sanitation, nutrition,
preventative medicine, etc.

- indiscriminate capture of wildlife
- use of unethical animal suppliers
- wrong release of surplus wildlife
- inability to convey right values
because of quality of facility

- visitor misbehaviour like feeding,
harassing, vandalism

CONSERVATION-CONSCIOUS ZOOS
CONSERVATION-CARELESS ZOOS
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The form on the back of this card is
meant to help you learn more about
conservation-conscious and
conservation-careless zoos, and
also to improve YOUR observational
skills only.  Please do not use it to
harass or embarass any zoo or zoo
staff.  Why ? Because we know that is
very difficult to run a zoo, and also
difficult to evaluate one, even with a
guide like this.  For example, if you
evaluate the zoo towards the end of
the day, you may find many wrong
things which will get corrected by the
staff after animals have been moved
to their night shelter.  No zoo can be
evaluated fairly in one visit, and
certainly not by a beginner.

If you find a zoo that seems to have
a lot of problems, you could contact
your local forest or municipal
authorities.  We do not recommend
taking this topic to the press or to
amateur animal lovers.

We do not promote closing of zoos.
If authorities close a zoo, what do
they do with the animals ? All too
often they have to release the
animals (wrongly) to the wild, or
send them to another zoo (which
causes problems for that zoo), or
other unpleasant “solutions”.  We
prefer that conservation-careless
zoos be encouraged to improve and
given the tools to do so.  In some
countries, voluntary groups have
formed a “Friends of the Zoo” or
Zoological Society and provided aids
of all kinds for the zoo.  There are
many examples of zoos improving
dramatically when the citizens of a
city took a positive and constructive
interest.  No zoo ever improved

sustainably on a diet of hostility
and criticism from the public ! If
you care about the animals, you need
to take a positive and constructive
approach.

Instructions
The form overleaf is very simple
with very basic questions which are
intended to be answered by what
you can observe, NOT necessarily
by querying the Director or his staff.
If you can’t get the answers by
observation, just leave it for this
time.  Incidentally, the “right”
answer to each question is “yes”.

Be careful when trying to get this
information.  Conservation-
careless zoo operators will not like
your interest.  Do not risk your safety
to collect the information.
Conservation-conscious zoo
operators would not have time to
answer ! Running a zoo is hard work.

So try and get answers by observing
only.  Go back and do the survey
again to see if your perception or
perspective has changed.  Read a
zoo management book and then do
your survey again.  See how many
mistakes you made earlier and how
much you are learning about zoo
management.

There are MANY more questions
which official inspectors have to ask.
We have left off those which are very
complicated and which you have to
ask someone.  Remember this is not
to take action against the zoo.  It is
to make you more interested in and
knowledgeable about zoos.

ZOO INSPECTION : IMPROVE YOUR

OBSERVATIONAL SKILLS
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Education and visitor facilities
[ ] do all enclosures display scientific
and common name of the animals?
[ ] do enclosures include basic
biological information of animals
exhibited?
[ ] are messages included on
signboards and/or literature
regarding wildlife conservation, the
threat status of species, etc.?
[ ] are there messages either on
boards, literature or in programmes
encouraging visitors to understand
the significance of the animals to our
environment?
[ ] does the zoo distribute leaflets or
brochures for the public to acquire
free or at a reasonable price?
[ ] does the zoo conduct regular /
any programmes which educate the
public
[ ] does the zoo provide tour guides
for visitors that want them?
[ ] does the zoo give school groups
special admission and attention?
[ ] does the zoo provide adequate
civic facilities like toilets, shelters,
drinking water points for visitors?

Zoo Conservation
[ ] does it seem that wildlife
conservation is a major objective of
the zoo?
[ ] if not, does the zoo at least
conduct conservation education?
[ ] does the zoo have a Mission
Statement.  (You can ask the
director, curator or vet this question)
[ ] does the Mission Statement
contain any part about conservation?
[ ] has the zoo prevented different
species of animals from
interbreeding?
[ ] are there trees, green belts,
lawns in the zoo?

Animal welfare
[ ] Does the zoo take measures to
insure that visitors do not tease or
feed the animals?
[ ] has the zoo provided mates for all
animals which behaviourally require
companionship.
[ ] are sick, injured or infirm animals
adequately treated?
[ ] does the zoo have a full time or at
least regular visits by a veterinarian?
[ ] do all enclosures ensure safety of
animals and people?
[ ] can the zoo drain excess water/
waste from cages?
[ ] does the zoo provide enough
wholesome and clean food daily for
each animal?
[ ] is old, spoiled food and excreta
removed from each enclosure
regularly?
[ ] do the zoo operators supply
enough clean drinking water for each
animal in the enclosures?
[ ] is there adequate space for
mental/ physical comfort of all
animals? (this may be hard to judge
...  if the animals are relaxed then
they are probably relatively
comfortable
[ ] does the zoo limit the number of
animals so that all are comfortable (if
you see crowded cages this means
"no".)

Animal/human health & safety
[ ] does the zoo use disinfectants to
cope with bacteria and smell?
[ ] does zoo have a perimeter wall ~
to keep out stray animals
[ ] does the zoo have a medical
clinic/ treatment room on premises
for routine examination of animals?
[ ] does the zoo has first-aid
equipments including anti-venom
available in the premises?

Zoo Observation form
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Animal welfare activists and also
enthusiasts often say that all the
zoos should be closed and their
animals released into the wild.
That’s NOT a good idea.  Why?

Even if everyone agreed that all
zoos should “free” their animals, it
is unthinkable to release them to
the wild.  It is not only not-kind to
animals being released, it is also
not-kind to animals living wild in
forests.  Why is that so?

No survival skills -- Animals
which have spent their lives in
captivity don’t know now how to
survive in the wild.  They would die
miserable deaths, not having the
experience of living in forests.

Insufficient space or territory --
Even animals which have lived in
captivity a relatively short time and
which learned and remember how to
survive in the wild, may not thrive
due to a subtle signal that may
attract wrong attention from other
wild  animals, or because all territo-
ries are already occupied and the
released animal cannot find a place
to settle down.

Disease -- Animals in captivity may
have been infected with diseases,
parasites or conditions called
“zoonoses” from other captive
animals or zoo staff and take these
to the wild when they are released.

These reasons are only the
tip of the iceburg.

Do you know how many zoos there
are in the world? No? Well, nobody
knows exactly how many facilities
that call themselves "zoos" or a
similar name there are.  About 1000
zoos come under zoo associations
whose goal is to improve them if
they are conservation-careless.
But there are many thousands more
which have no such goal.

Imagine if all these animals in all
these facilities were released to the
wild!.  The "wild" is already too
small to support existing wildlife.
These animals would over-run
existing habitats and force out the
natural wildlife, or carry disease
that could kill many wild animals.
This is a kind of "wild and free"
nobody wants.  It is conservation
and animal welfare careless!.

When a “conservation-careless”
zoo is closed, it is not good news; it is
a tragedy because the animals have
no place to go.  “Conservation-
conscious” zoos should not take
them and they should not go the
wild.  Many animal facilities should be
closed but what would be done with
the animals?

We are on a crusade to improve
"conservation-careless" zoos,
rather than close them ...  unless
they are absolutely beyond salvage.
We may never be able to improve
ALL zoos but we can try to make a
difference and educating the public
about zoos.  What can YOU do to
help make a conservation-
careless zoo into a conservation-
conscious one? Read on !

IMPROVEMENT, NOT CLOSURE OF ZOOS
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When authorities close a zoo, they
often think of releasing the captive
animals to their natural habitat, and
some do.  Consider these statistics
and decide if animals are better off
after this ...

· 75% of captive-released mam-
mals die within a year.
· Mammals are territorial: when
re-located they try to go home which
puts them in conflict with humans or
predators for which they are prey.
· Captive-release tampers with
the natural balance of forest eco-
system.
· If the forest is ideal, it already
has other residents of the same
species.
· Urban animals will NOT survive
in forest areas.  Survival skills are
taught by wild life not zoo life.
· Animals accustomed to zoo
food will NOT spontaneously know
the varieties of edible forest fruits.
· Mammals have a strong
habitat preference.  Monkeys
accustoned to living with people will
find other people and become
dangerous pests.
· Zoo animals released into
forests in South Asia normally are
not monitored and may all be dead.
· Release after captivity is
tantamount to pitting one animal or
troop against another.
· Release after captivity is likely
to result in a slow, cruel, agonizing
death.
· Release after captivity is the
same as dumping out of sight
· Release after captivity most
often results in the very opposite of
conservation

REASONS NOT TO CLOSE A ZOO

CRITERIA FOR RELEASING
CAPTIVE ANIMALS

· Captive-release should be used

only as a conservation tool for
threatened species.

· Captive-release is the last choice

in conservation tools for a species
because it is so hard.

· A Special re-training and acclima-

tization is crucial for any chance of
survival for captive-released
animals.

· Animals slated for release should

not be hand-fed or hand-reared.

· Animals to be captive-released

must be screened for disease.

· Releasing subspecies into a locality

can result in genetic pollution.

· Release site has to be meet very

stringent requirements – habitat
quality, prey/food density, access to
water, adequate size.

· All animals have to be monitored

after release.

· The cost of rehoming animals

is staggering.  It is cheaper to
improve zoos.

REFERENCES:
http://www.iucnsscrsg.org

Beck, B.  B., Rapaport, L.  G.,
Stanley Price, M.  R.  & Wilson, A.
C.  (1993).  Reintroduction of
captive-raised animals.  In Creative
conservation: interactive
management of wild and captive
animals: 265–286.  Olney, P.  J.  S.,
Mace, G.  M.  & Feistner, A.  T.  C.
(Eds).  London: Chapman & Hall.

Griffith, B., Scott, J.  M., Carpenter, J.
W.  & Reed, C.  (1993).  Animal
translocations and potential disease
transmission.  J.  Wildl.  Med.  24:
231–236.
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When people get it into their heads
to help the animals at a zoo, the
first thing they do is go for the
Director and staff.  This is usually
wrong.

First of all most people do not know
what is really bad in zoos. They
think they do, but they don’t.  They
worry that animals which are
perfectly fit, are too thin, because
they are not as fat as their family
dog.  Or that the lions are in pain
because they are roaring, when it is
their nature to do so.  Etc.  People
have funny ideas about animals and
particularly animals in captivity.

Zoo management is one of the most
difficult and delicate jobs in the
world.  Managing a zoo (that is, a
conservation-conscious zoo) is
like conducting very high level
medical research in a laboratory
with visitors peering over your
shoulder, munching popcorn,
perhaps shouting at their school-
mates, etc.  Or it is like trying to
send a rocket to the moon with a
constant stream of visitors who feel
constrained to comment on every
aspect of your work, and a press
which gives more respect to the
onlookers than to the scientists, etc.
How do you save lives in such a
medical lab? How do you make the
rocket safe for the astronauts.  How
does a zoo save species in those
conditions?

That is why we at Zoo Outreach
Organisation are fond of saying Zoo
Management IS rocket science.
Because it is as or more difficult,
subtle and stressful.  Medical labs
and rocket scientists have lavish

budgets.  Nothing is spared.  Zoos,
particularly in tropical countries,
have to manage on a fraction of
what they require.  In India, the
Zoo Act and Central Zoo Authority
are very strong zoo legislation.  Still
some problems persist but there has
been great improvement.

Most South Asian zoos are con-
trolled by city or state governments
and in most cases, governments
own the zoo, get the gate money
and give the zoo a grant to run.
The Director often lacks sufficient
financial powers to make improve-
ments in the zoo even if money is
there.  It is easier for the zoo to get
huge sums to construct a new
enclosure, than minute amounts to
keep the old enclosures in repair.

The Director often belongs to
another service and has no experi-
ence of zoo or animal management.
In South Asia the people closest to
the animals -- the zookeepers -- are
ill paid and uneducated.

The point is that if you are inter-
ested in improving your zoo, you
need to start somewhere to the
north of the director and staff
...somewhere higher up.  You need
to examine the laws of your country
and state to see if there is any zoo
and animal welfare legislation.  You
need to find out if the director and
staff have avenues of training,
sufficient finance, sufficient powers,
etc.  If not, then what can they do ?
What can you do to help them?

HOW TO HELP?
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As a regular zoo visitor :
You can help a zoo by obeying its
rules & by being CONSERVATION-
CONSCIOUS yourself.
-- keep the zoo clean; put trash in
bins
-- keep the zoo safe; don’t sneak in
food, plastic bags, etc.  to give to
animals or throw in enclosures
-- keep animals safe: don’t tease or
feed animals or run in front of cages
or make loud noises.  Watch them
respectfully
-- keep zoo property nice - don’t mark
on signs or buildings or damage
anything
-- report faulty taps which are wasting
water; turn off water in zoo toilets
when you use them
-- never offer zookeepers money to
give you special privledges or animal
products
-- treat the zoo as if you had to live
there.  As a public zoo, it is yours too.

As an individual volunteer ...
Sometimes an individual who is
particularly interested and has time to
devote to the zoo can go to the
Director and ask for a chance to
volunteer.  Some things a new
volunteer could do are:

Help control visitor misbehaviour
In South Asia, zoos get a lot of
visitors.  Zoo staff spends a lot of
time trying to protect the animals and
zoo property from the visitors who
tease and feed the animals and ruin
zoo property.  If you see someone
doing these things you can tell them
to stop.

Help educate the public
Only a few Asian zoos have deemed
Education Officers to look after zoo
education for the public.  You can help
with this important component of zoo
conservation.  There are never enough
educators for conveying the important
messages of wildlife conservation.
You need to contact the zoo adminis-
tration and ask them if they want
help.  They may not.  Don’t force
them.  Try and build a relationship by

providing services that help them.

Help the zoo’s image
Unless your zoo is extremely conser-
vation-careless, there will be many
things to highlight about its contribu-
tion to the community, either potential
or actual.  Tell your friends these
things.  You can also write articles
about the good things the zoo is
doing.  If something bad happens, try
and find out the story behind it.  Often
mishaps that are reported as the fault
of the zoo are actually not so.

As an organised group
Start a Friends of the Zoo FOZ
This is not a small undertaking.  It is
a big step, and one that can both help
and hurt depending on the motives of
the people who start and also the
attitude of the zoo.

Friends of the Zoo could help the zoo ...
-- by attracting financial help or “in
kind” material for zoo projects from
industrialists and other business
persons.
-- by lobbying the government to
increase the zoo’s budget in areas not
deemed important by some officials
-- by providing a volunteer work force
to help with education, monitoring the
enclosures, guiding tours, etc.
-- by outreach activities into schools,
hospitals, orphanages, etc.
-- by being available in emergencies/
natural calamities to do whatever is
needed by the zoo
-- by finding and bringing experts in
specific topics needed by the zoo,
such as a safety expert, or a hygiene
expert, or a nutritionist, or an educa-
tionist, etc.
--by contacting other Friends of the
Zoo groups around the world and
learning what they do.
-- most important:

Be positive and constructive,

not petty and critical.

Be Conservation-Conscious,

not Conservation-Careless.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
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PRO'S AND CON'S OF ZOO VOLUNTEERS

Zoo volunteers can be a best friend
or a worst enemy for a zoo and its
animals.  There are several reasons
for this, none of which you as a
potential zoo volunteer will like to
hear ...  but here goes.

1.  Volunteers often think they know
more about zoo management than
the zoo authorities.
2.  Volunteers have different motives
-- some want “perks” and publicity at
the zoo and others genuinely want to
help (both can be dangerous in the
zoo).
3.  Volunteers cannot be held
accountable - the only punishment for
a volunteer is (maybe) expulsion
from the zoo while employees can be
suspended or sacked and have a
permanent black mark against their
service record.
4.  Employees can be punished for
mistakes made by volunteers
5.  Volunteers normally want to get
their hands on the animals which is
the worst danger for animals, zoo
administration and volunteers.

One reason why voluntarism has not
come up very well in South Asian zoos
is because South Asian institutional
adminis-tration is very different from
that of many other countries.  Many
zoos are run by governments in
South Asia and that carries its own
benefits and difficulties.

In the U.S., Canada, Australia and to
a smaller extent Europe, most of the
zoos have very active zoo volunteer
pro-grammes with numbers ranging
from a few, involved in a very limited
way, to hundreds and even thousands
of members or volunteers doing
every kind of job in the zoo.

Some zoos in western countries
restrict their volunteers to the
Education Depart-ment.  Others have
trained volunteers to assist with
round-the-clock observation and

other research.  Other jobs volunteers
do are : stuffing envelopes, typing,
running errands, manning information
desks, cleaning work, creating touch
tables, specialised garden work,
babysitting and handrearing animals,
fundraising, guide service,
observational research, surveys, etc.

Being a volunteer sometimes makes
it possible for the zoo administration
to know you and discover your
potential in the zoo and help you find
a career.  In an administrative system
where there is upward mobility and
freedom of hiring and firing, this
works.  In western countries zoo
management is perceived as an
interesting and even prestigeous
career choice.

In South Asia where there is such a
high public visitation and such a low
government investment in zoo
education facilities, volunteers could
contribute enormously to educational
efforts and potential of the zoo.  Yet,
voluntarism has not developed much.
Some of the reasons are those listed
above, but the most important aspect
of volunteers v.s.  management is
attitude.  Both sides need to have an
attitude of gratitude .  .  .  the
management for having a source of
free help and the volunteers for an
opportunity to do some meaningful
work.  Neither side should feel, that
they are doing the other a big favour,
however.  Volunteers have free will —
they are, or should be, volunteering
for their own need to do public
service.  NGO’s and governmental
organisations often have
communication problems.  That being
the case, we developed some
guidelines for volunteers, or Friends
of the Zoo groups, which have been
used both in India and in South East
Asia for over 2 decades.

See them on the other side of this
card.
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1.  Make yourself useful.  Provide solutions and not more problems
for the zoo director.  He knows what the zoo needs most from volunteer
helpers.  What you think will help might cause more problems for the
staff and the animals.
2.  Remember : your love for animals doesn’t make you an expert
in animal management.  Your experience is probably pet or domestic
animals; wild animals, even if captive, have to be kept very differently.
3.  Conentrate on projects that your can do, starting with simple,
straight-forward ones that have practical output.  Build your credibility
with such projects.
4.  Accept that there are things about the zoo that you don’t like
but will not be able to change.  Be satisfied with small improvements
to any aspect of the zoo and take it as a challenge to work creatively
within that context.
5.  DO something.  Don’t just sit around passing negative remarks.
Positive and constructive action will produce more and better results than
complaints.
6.  If you start a Friends of the Zoo, make it clear to volunteers /
members that FOZ exists for the zoo and not the other way
around.  PrivIleges should consist of satisfaction of a job well done, (or
at least well meant!).
7.  Cooperate with other organizations interested in wildlife,
environment, welfare, etc.  but affiliate with none.  Keep your own
identity and principles.
8.  Do not be condesending to zookeepers.  They may not be well-
educated but if they have worked with the animals for some years, they
know a lot and can teach you practical things.  Let them teach you and
you may then teach them what you have learned about wild animals
from books.
9.  Do not try to help the keepers with their labour problems or
administrative complaints.  That is a time bomb with a very short fuse
and your name is on it.
10.  Insist on high standards of behaviour from all members and
volunteers.  Someone in the zoo won’t want volunteers.  One bad
volunteer can justify his complaints and destroy months of hard work by
right-acting volunteers.
11.  Do not “tell tales” outside the zoo.  Zoo management has its
difficulties.  Inexperienced persons can misinterpret things they don’t
understand.
12.  Do not ask for projects involving live animals.  If the animal
dies or hurts someone while under your care, you and your FOZ will be in
big trouble.  BUT the zoo director will be in worse trouble ...  his job, not
his hobby, is at stake.

You may think these principles take all the fun out of working voluntarily at the
zoo.  Far from it.  These principles can insure that you are permitted to stay in
the zoo and do wanted works.  It is a tremendous satisfaction.  Go for it !

PRINCIPLES FOR POSITIVE ACTION -
HOW TO BE A GOOD ZOO VOLUNTEER
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Drama is a great way to teach and
to learn! When we participate in a
drama we have to express feelings
of other characters and creatures
...not necessarily feelings that we
would have ourselves.

Do you know about the teaching
cartoon “Put Yourself in their Place? do
not tease or feed the animals !” This
cartoon has inspired many more
similar cartoons in different languages
in different states in India and in
different countries in Asia because it is
so very true.  The concept of “put
yourself in their place” (also meaning
"do unto others as you would have
them do to you) expresses the magic
of using Drama for teaching at the
zoo.  You might get a chance to “be”
the Director, the Veterinary doctor, the
Curator, a zookeeper, a teacher, a bad
visitor, a good visitor or ... best of all
... an animal in a zoo.

The basic idea here is using drama
to learn more about the zoo, and
particularly about the problems and
feelings of both zoo personnel of all
levels and of the animals. If you got
one of our packets you should find a
mask inside the cover.  We have
made an effort to insure that every
batch of packets sent out has a
variety of masks.  You can change
masks with your classmates if you
perform dramas often.  You can also
modify any of the dramas given to
use less people if you want to play
with your brothers and sisters or
neighborhood friends who do not
have packets. You can make your
own masks out of any paper or
fabric.  Be creative.

Directions: If you are a large
group, you can divide into

manageable groups of 10-12 for
your drama.  In all of these dramas
it is a good idea to divide the group
into two parts, humans and animals
according to the masks given in the
packets.  Set a time limit on your
dramas so each group will get a turn
to perform.

Masks : all the kinds of primates,
tiger adult and cub, sambar, wild
boar, bats, rodents, amphibians, etc.
(there is no chimpanzee baby, hippo
or giraffe, so you will have to be
creative ...but be careful too). For
human beings there will be a zoo
director mask, a couple of children’s
masks, a zookeeper, a housewife’s
mask, a sleazy fellow mask (he could
be a trapper or an animal dealer).
For other human beings, you will
have to reply on your acting skills to
emulate bad kids, over-ambitious
press reporters, corrupt politicians,
sentimental animal lovers, Supreme
Court Justice, Environment Minister,
extreme animal welfare activists,
police, and other characters in the
dramas described below or in your
own creations.

You can simulate all the props called
for ... a branch can be the blow dart
gun, a moat wall, etc.

DRAMA AT THE ZOO !
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SAMPLE DRAMAS ABOUT THE ZOO

Do not tease and feed animals
Participants who are going to be
animals should gather behind a
barrier representing an enclosure, as
in a mixed species exhibit.  The rest
of the group, representing humans
should divide into Zoo Staff and
visitors.  The visitors can again
divide into good and bad visitors.
The bad visitors role is to tease the
animals and give them bad food,
snacks in plastic bags and dangerous
substances like cigarettes.  The good
visitors look on in horror.  The zoo
staff comes rushing and tries to save
the animals from various harmful
food and dangerous items, but some
animals get sick and some even die.
Do any animals survive? Do the
animals and good visitors join
together and put the bad visitors in
the cage? Do they harass the bad
visitors.  Its your drama ...  you

decide.  Be creative.

Political rally at the zoo !
The animals at the zoo decide they
should make some of the decisions.
They approach the zoo office.  Zoo
staff and visitors are afraid and try
to hide.  The animals argue that they
should be involved in management.
Some of their complaints are:
- not enough food
- not enough entertainment
- too many visitors — no privacy
- no choice of mates, dates or
friends
- not enough hiding places in their
outdoor enclosures

What does the zoo staff do to satisfy
the animals.  Who do the visitors
support ? staff or animals ? How do
the animals make the staff and
visitors understand their problems ?

Its your drama ...  you decide.

Be creative.

Save the animals – onservation
first ! The animals are tired of
visitors coming to see them simply
for recreation.  The animals feel that
the visitors should be more
concerned and reverent when they
come to the zoo, instead of
screaming and laughing and having
fun at the animals’ expense.  They
ask the zoo to organise a debate.

There are two debate teams each to
decide which should be the primary
purpose of the zoo, one group
supports recreation and one
supports conservation.  The rest of
your drama group is the audience
which judges the winner of the
debate.  Don’t forget to figure out
how the zoo will change as a result
of the debate and the decision.  Its

your drama ...  you decide.  Be

creative.

Crisis at the zoo - a Tsunami
hits the zoo and all the visitors and
the animals are caught up in it.  The
animals relax and float to the top of
the water and are able to escape
their enclosures.  They are much
more able to survive than the
visitors.  The animals use their
special characters to help save the
visitors.  The hippo can swim and
float.  The giraffe can walk with his
whole back out of the water.  The
cats can climb trees carrying visitors
like kittens by the scruff of the neck.
What are other animals that have
special talents which would help
them survive and help others in a
Tsunami? Plan your drama
accordingly.
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Happy birthday Dear Kapil Dev !
A chimpanzee baby was born in
Mysore Zoo.  The zoo staff named
him Kapil Dev, the famous sports
star.  Kapil Dev was a popular zoo
animal with the whole city of Mysore
at his one year birthday party at the
zoo, the whole city’s children and
their parents were represented.  The
birthday party was front page news
in the Star of Mysore.  In your
drama plan a birthday party with
both the Friends of Mysore Zoo and
the animals as well.  Let the animals
also make suggestions.

Sickness at the zoo — what to do
! A terrible disease strikes the most
popular animals at the zoo, the
tigers ! Before the zoo can find out
what is wrong, the reporters invade
the zoo asking questions, conducting
interviews, and broadcasting wrong
information.  The reporters take up
so much time of the staff that they
find it hard even to attend to the
tigers.  The Friends of the Zoo see
what is going on and complain to the
newspaper owners about the selfish
reporters.  The Friends catch hold of
the reporters and throw them out of
the zoo.  The Director, veterinary
doctor and zookeepers have just
enough time to make a plan, get
medicine and save the animals.  The
Minister of Environment and
Supreme Court bans the press from
the zoo during crises.

Animal escape !
Wild animals are very strong, much
stronger than human beings.  Fear
and excitement make them even
stronger! If an animal escapes from
the zoo, it is a big crisis, dangerous
for man and animal.  Zoos never
want to kill an animal, even it has
escaped but sometimes they must.
First they try and calm it with a dart
gun.

Create a drama about a large animal
escape.  The zoo announces the
escape over a loudspeaker and tells
visitors which route to take to get
out.  The vet will rush to the scene
with a dart gun.  Police are
sometimes called in case the animal
leaves the zoo.  The decision is yours
in your drama of how the escape is
handled and who, if anyone, gets hurt
or killed.

Man overboard !
Visitors like to lean over the moat
wall as far as possible to impress
their friends.  If a visitor falls in the
moat with animals and it is very
dangerous.  Sometimes visitors
watch and cheer as the animal
attacks the visitor! Create a drama
about “man overboard” with a
panicked director and frantic staff
and foolish visitors watching and
photographing.  Let all the animals in
the zoo comment when the press
arrives !
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Good Zoos practice ...

Wildlife Welfare
Conservation Welfare 
Zoo Animal Welfare 

and Wildlife Conservation 
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Label
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Poster
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Rakhi

Placard

Sticker
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Mask

Sticker

Rakhi
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PLANNING A PROGRAMME  
with what you have learned 
 
short term 
medium term  
long term 

Sally Walker,  
ZOO, PSG South Asia Network 
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Programme v/s programme 

Whats the difference ? 
Aren�t they the same thing? 
 
Nooooo   
 

Here we are trying to show the difference between 
 1.   Education Programme (long term) 
 2.   Educational programme (short or one-off) 
 3.   Educational activities 
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Programme, programme, activities 
�Education Programme�  means 

Total educational overview  
(as in)  
 
•  Master Plan    
•  Management Plan  
•  �big picture�    
•  long range perspective. 
 
Programme  which will go on for some longer 

time 
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Programme, programme, activities 
Educational programme means 
•  Designated programme such as for a specific 

themes, … issue, species or event 
•  Long term, short term or seasonal 
•  Regular school programme 
 
Educational programmes/activities do not make 

up the entire education programme / focus of 
an institution or organisation but are just one 
part of it. 
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 An Education Programme (the 
long term one) is  

•  Structured -- with a long range purpose and direction 
consistent with that of your institution/organisation and plans 
for specific and scheduled events and activities. 

•  Staffed --  normally structured Programmes are planned and 
implemented by an Education committee or department with a 
staff and perhaps volunteers to help them. 

•  Habitual --  as opposed to haphazard or occasional.  An 
Education Programme is ongoing.  There is always somebody 
(or several somebodies) whose job it is to think of more and 
more things to do to educate the public.    
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Programme Process   
TRY THIS 3-POINT PLANNING PROCESS when planning almost 

any kind of programme, master or mini 

1.  Investigate — Who is your audience?  What are they 
learning?  What do they want?  What will make them come 
back? 

 
2.  Implement — Do it. Try it.  Experiment.  Innovate.  Make 

mock up signs and brochures before going for expensive 
projects 

 
3.  Evaluate — How did it work?  Be honest and fearless.  You 

lose far more by not finding out what is effective.  You lost the 
opportunity to educate about conservation. 
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Kinds of Learning important to 

programme process   
•  Factual learning … things, kinds of forests, plants, animals; 

distribution of sp., gestation periods of animals; threats to 
forests; how things work; ecology; etc. 

•  Skills learning … bird watching, plants identification; spotting 
animals; following a trail; collecting and pressing plants; etc. 

•  Concepts learning … integration of facts into larger concepts.. 
endangerment, endemism, individual responsibility... 

•  Attitudes learning ... result wanted, e.g. change in attitude 
followed by behaviour.  Example .. overcome fear of snakes, 
spiders; develop civic sense; develop responsibility; overcome 
greed; etc. 
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Species-based educational activities 

A particular Threatened 
species,  

 

1.  A threatened species in your 
zoo   

 

2.  An endangered species not  
necessarily in your zoo but in  
your country or region  
 

3.  An endangered species not 
even in your country but as a  
symbol in the world. 
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Species-based educational activities 

�Threatened species� in general 
 

1.  A group of endangered animals 
which can highlight the destruction 
of a particular ecotype.  Rainforest 
spp. 

 

2.  The concept of endangered 
species/ �vanishing species�. 

  

3.  A �representative� group of 
endangered animals, i.e. a mammal, 
a bird, a reptile, fish, an amphibian, 
an insect. 
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Species-based educational activities 
Engaging / attractive species - or - the 

very opposite 
 

1.  An �attractive� animal that is not necessarily in 
trouble but can serve as a focal point to attract 
public attention. 

 

2.  An �attractive� young animal that has a 
birthday, or is being �named� etc. that can 
serve as a focal point. 

 

3.  an unattractive or unpopular animal with a 
negative image but has a story to tell itself can 
be played upon to make a point on an 
environmental issue. 
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Species based educational activities 
An extinct animal -- to make the point 

that we do lose species. 
 

    Z.O.O. & W.I.L.D.  
    Both have cheetah -- 

   extinct in South Asia -- 
   as their logo.  
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Species-based educational activities 

Official / commercial animals 
 

1.  Your official, state or national animal nnnnnn 
 
 
2. An animal that is the symbol or logo of a well-

known industry of company that might fund 
some programme.  (There are many, many 
companies that feature tigers, lions, rhinos in 
their company logo, for example.) 
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E V E N T S  
. . . can be global, national, state, local, in house 

1.  World events such as World Environment Day, World Forestry 
Day, etc. 

 

2.  National or state national events (do not necessarily have to be 
connected with wildlife or environment  

•  Republic Day in India is always a free day for all kids  

•  Animal Welfare Fortnight is celebrated in zoos in India; there are 
several �international� animal days that could be used as �events� 
for the zoo. 

•  Chinese New Year could be celebrated with costumes 
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E V E N T S  
Events can be global, national, state, local, in house 
 

3.  Local events — can mean your city or your own zoo.   
•  Clean-up Day in your community,  
•  Health Day, etc. 
 
4.  In-house events —  
•  Zoo special events such as animal birthdays,  
•  Forest divisions events  
•  School events 
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Elements of developing a Programme 

  
1.  Functions 
Functions may include — lectures, parades, parties, ceremonies, press 

conferences, discussion groups, contests, competitions, special tours, 
slide shows (both in-house and outreach) etc. 

 

2.  Materials 
Posters, newsletters, brochures, packets, brochure-stickers, stickers, 

stamps, rubber stamps, t-shirts, calendars, postal cards, carry-bags, 
etc. 

 

3.  Partners 
Collaborate on programmes with other organisations such as Rotary 

Club, nature clubs, conservation organisations, climbing and 
adventure clubs, churches, schools, businesses. 

 
4. Target group   
General visitors, invited school classes, civic groups, etc. 
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Financing your Programme 

  
1.  Local Financing 
Local financing – partner with a  business or civic group or conservation NGO.  

Can also charge a school to have you come and conduct a programme; can 
charge participants (Central Zoo, Nepal - good example of all these) 

 

2.  National financing 
Dept. of Environment, certain NGOs, certain Ministries & Departments, … Forest, 

Education, Human Resources Development, etc. --- have to research this in 
your country 

 

3.  International 
Western Zoos, western animal welfare organisations, conservation ngo�s, certain 

governments … 
Columbus Zoo, Disney, WCS (matching scheme),  
IFAW, UFAW, HSUS, etc. 
CI, MMBF, Primate Conservation, Inc., Rufford Foundation, etc. 
USFWS (Great Ape, Elephant, Tiger, Rhinoceros)  
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Educational tools/literature 

•  ZOO is big on educational tools 

•  45,000 pieces of literature  for this workshop 
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Educational tools/literature 

Advantages of tools / literature 
 

–  Tangible … can be used over and over 
–  Material given to children often reaches parents/ 

siblings 
–  Tools are useful for memorable activities 
-  Tools are useful for press opportunities 
-  Tools are useful as reference and for 

communicating art/ graphics  
-  Tools are helpful to non-traditional educators or 

amateur or first time educators 
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Starting off 
•  You will go away with 25 

copies of two packets 
 
•  We  provide educational props 

and tools 
–  Can order free materials in 

limited quantities by joining 
SANIZE 

–  Can purchase large 
quantities at our cost  

 
•  Developing your own tools 

–  Important to be creative, 
attractive, accruate . . .. 

–  Familiar examples from 
ZOO 

–  (many of these have an 
ISBN number) 
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Props & tools 
•  Tools : active 

learning 
techniques; 
inspirational, 
emotion-based, fun, 
etc.  

 

•  Packets containing 
props for education 
programmes (school 
groups, any 
groupings) 

•  Kits containing items  
for dramas for forest/ 
village people; any 
group 
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Packets  
English and Assamese 
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Accuracy 
can be a 
challenge 
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Posters 
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Drama  
Kits 
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Booklets  
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Chapter 8
Zoos and Animal Welfare

The End
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Chapter 9
Assorted Packet Items

ZEN
ZOO Educator Network
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... today we know vultures can disappear ... but we don’t know 
what we will do without them ...

We need to wake up ! 

VULTURE 

shock
Red-headed vulture
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There are many many threats to 
vultures

Not all of these threats are threats to all vultures, but are threats to at least 
one or more species 

- diclofenac
- disease
- poisoning
- pesticides
- changes in processing of dead livestock
- disturbance to nest sites
- habitat alteration in breeding areas
- destruction of native forests
- forest fires
- shortage of food in traditional farming 
- decline of wild ungulates
- intensification of agriculture
- increased sophistication of waste and carcass disposal techniques 
- direct persecution
- decline of safe roosting & nesting sites
(due to development, encroachment of habitats and massive mining 
diminishing cliffs and rocks)
- increasing number of dogs at municipal dumps/feeding sites
- increasing numbers of crows & eagles at active feeding areas
- house crows & eagles destroying vulture eggs & chicks
- tree cutting at nest sites
- intra & interspecific competition for nests - chicks fall down
- etc., etc., etc.

Eurasian griffon

1
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Why save vultures ? 
- vultures are good and useful birds 
- vultures are big and powerful, and are brilliant fliers 
- vultures are dramatic with a wingspan of well over 2 metres
- vultures can soar for hours without flapping once 
- vultures are part of all natural cultures
- vultures are very important to people

Why are vultures important to  people ?  
What if they disappeared ?
- vultures get rid of dead animals efficiently which makes very good 
ecological and economic sense.
- without them dead animals may lie around longer
- dead animals look and smell horrible 
- dead animals can cause diseases to spread

-  without vultures, other scavengers like rats and feral dogs might 
replace vultures
- rats and feral dogs carry terrible 
diseases like bubonic plague and 
rabies, which could spread to human 
beings
- rats can prey on other kinds of 
wildlife like small mammals and 
ground-nesting birds
- feral dogs can attack people or farm 
animals. 

Egyptian vulture

2
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Speak the Truth that is sweet ... 
about Vultures 
Vultures are not vicious or destructive, 
although you might have been told that.  Although they are classified with 
“Birds of Prey” which feed on other live animals, vultures eat only carrion, or 
dead animals.  Observers have noted that vultures are easily intimidated, 
despite their great size.  Anil Chhangani from Jodphur commented that one of 
the many threats to vultures is the increasing number of crows -- much 
smaller than vultures but very aggressive and capable of driving them away 
from food.

Virtues of Vultures 
Dr. Robert B. Grubh, formerly of BNHS, was a vulture culturist in the 1990’s.  
His article in Hindu newspaper in 1991, extolling the virtues of vultures must 
have inspired many readers to think differently about vultures.  Grubh 
compared them favourably with the vegetarian pigeon or parakeet, noting 
how destructive the latter could be to nature by swallowing live grains which 
otherwise would have germinated and become plants !  City dwellers in 
particular, having experience with masses of pigeons and parakeets, might 
agree.  Dr. Grubh commented that Mahatma Gandhi -- had he been a student 
of birds -- might have suggested the vulture as his symbol of Ahimsa, as it is 
so “peaceful” compared to other birds, mammals and reptiles.

Vultures are not dirty or nasty,
although they hang out in smelly places and eat carcasses.  research shows:  
if given a choice they prefer fresh meat.  Vultures bathe after meals -- Do 
you? ... always?   

Vultures are not dull witted !
Some vultures have been observed using tools.  Egyptian vultures in Africa 
break ostrich eggs with stones.  Few animals use tools -- one man, the great 
apes and some others.  This makes vultures high class ! 

3
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Vultures seen in India

Long-billed 
vulture

Eurasian griffon

Himalayan griffon

King, black or 
redheaded vulture

Bearded vulture 

White-backed 
vulture

Cinereous 
vulture

Slender-billed vulture
Egyptian 
vulture
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African white 
headed vulture

Andean 
condor

California 
condor

Turkey 
vulture

Palm nut 
vulture

Ruppell’s 
griffon 
vulture

Pray for Birds of Prey

Common 
Buzzard

Crested Serpent 
Eagle

Brahminy 
kite

Osprey
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What is the difference between a Vulture and a Birds of Prey ?  
Vultures are classified as “birds of prey” but they do not (or very rarely) 
actually “prey” on anything. Instead all vultures are scavengers which 
habitually eat dead animals.  Other ways vultures differ from birds of prey are 
in general 1. Feeding habits (scavenging, prefer dead meat); 2. Size (larger 
than birds of prey) usually; 3. Neck : naked; long scrawny but some have 
ruffs; 4. Dining : communal or social while birds of preys are more solitary; 5. 
Feet (birds of prey’s have gripping talons; vultures do not); 6. Relation to 
man: (birds of prey’s are regarded as “warrior” types of birds while vultures 
are scorned.)  

What’s the difference between “Old World” and  “New World”? 
The group of New World vultures is called Cathartidae - most of their range 
covers the Americas.  The group of Old World vultures is called Accipitridae; 
they live mostly in Asia and Africa.    

Accipitridae
Palm nut vulture
Egyptian vulture
Bearded vulture
Hooded vulture
Indian white backed vulture 
African white backed vulture
Indian, or Long-billed vulture
Ruppell’s griffon vulture
Himalayan vulture
Griffon vulture
Cape griffon vulture
Lappet-faced vulture
Red-headed vulture
Cinereous vulture
White-headed vulture 

Cathartidae   
Turkey vulture
Yellow-headed vulture 
Greater Yellow-headed vulture                       
Black vulture  
King vulture     
California condor     
Andean condor

     

Palm nut vulture
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South Asian efforts for vulture 
conservation
Vultures have been ever-present in South Asia.  In recent years they virtually 
disappeared.  The present vulture population is reported to be below ten 
thousand - a sharp decline of 99.9% in the last 20 years.  There are nine species 
of vultures in South Asia and IUCN has listed 4 species namely White backed 
vulture, Long-billed vulture, Slender-billed vulture and Red-headed vulture as 
Critically Endangered. An anti-inflammatory drug (Diclofenac) used to treat 
livestock has been identified as the cause of the vulture’s dramatic decline.  If a 
vulture feeds on an animal that has died after a few days of being treated with 
diclofenac, there is a very high chance it will die.  

Owing to the importance of this species and the need for immediate 
conservation requirements of these Critically Endangered species, the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests and Central Zoo Authority convened a meeting in May 
2012 inviting Vulture experts from Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan.  

The South Asian countries committed to do the following recommendations:
Strengthen regional cooperation on enhancing information sharing, exchange 
experience among all vulture range countries
• Strengthen vulture conservation breeding & reintroduction programmes
• Create and maintain a non-toxic environment for vultures
• Strengthen in-situ conservation measures
• Continue and expand awareness and advocacy campaigns 
• Strengthen monitoring and research 
• Develop and foster active partnerships amongst governments, research 

institutes, civil society sector 
and international 
organisations to further 
accelerate vulture 
conservation in the region.  

 

Slender-billed vulture
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Vultures in zoos in India
!  
White-backed vulture (Gyps bengalensis)
Kamla Nehru Zoological Garden, Ahmedabed, Gujarat  
Nehru Zoological Park, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh
Sakkarbaug Zoo, Junagadh, Gujarat  
Dhauladhar Nature Park, Hamirpur, H.P. 
Gandhi Zoological Park, Gwalior, M.P.
Manipur Zoological Garden, Imphal, Manipur   
Arignar Anna Zoological Park, Chennai, T.N.
Ramnabagan Mini Zoo, Burdwan, W.B.   
Sepahijala Zoological Park, Bishalgarh, Tripura 

Slender-billed vulture (Gyps tenuirostris)
Vulture Conservation Breeding Centre, Pinjore, Haryana

Scavenger / Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus)
Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
Nehru Zoological Park, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh
Nandankanan Biological Park, Bhubaneswar, Odisha
Sakkarbaug Zoo, Junagadh, Gujarat  
 
Long-billed vulture (Gyps indicus) 
Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park, Pune, Maharashtra
Sakkarbaug Zoo, Junagadh, Gujarat  
Lady Hydari Park Animal Land (Meghalaya Zoo), Shillong, Meghalaya
Udaipur Zoo, Udaipur, Rajasthan

Himalayan giffon vulture (Gyps fulvus) 
Biological Park, Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh
Assam State Zoo Cum Botanical Garden, Guwahati, Assam 
Vulture Conservation Breeding Centre, Pinjore, Haryana
Aizwal Zoo, Aizwal, Mizoram
Kanpur Zoological Park, Kanpur, U.P

Black/Cinerous vulture (Aegypius monachus)  
Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park, Pune, Maharashtra
Assam State Zoo Cum Botanical Garden, Guwahati, Assam 
Jammu Zoo, Ramnagar, J & K
Sri Chamarajendra Zoological Gardens, Mysore, Karnataka
Thiruvananthapuram Zoo, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

Asian King / Red-headed vulture (Sarcogyps calvus)
Nehru Zoological Park, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh
Thiruvananthapuram Zoo, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
Kanpur Zoological Park, Kanpur, U.P
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Vultures at Jodphur MC Hotel
Six species of vultures were sighted and photographed at the Jodphur 
Municipal Corporation Dead Animal Dumping Ground, which could also be 
called a “hotel” for vultures.  See if you can identify the six species.  A cheat to 
help you is below!  See if you can identify the different species of vultures and 
the crow.  Note  the correct number in the vulture outlines in the drawing 
below.  

Number key :  
Himalayan griffon 1
Eurasian griffon 2 
Cinereous vulture 3
White-backed vulture 4
Long-billed vulture 5
Egyptian vulture  6
Crow not vulture 7

©Anil Kumar Chhangani
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Indian Vulture Venture
... Flash cards !

Flash card packet - a Vulture Educational Venture

Originally these drawings and poems were in a 
booklet.  Now we have made “flash cards” out of 
them to help you - both youngsters and parents - to 
learn the names and habits of Indian vultures.  

Illustrations by (Late) Maya Kamath, Bangalore 
(deceased)  and Sanjay Molur, Coimbatore.  Poetry 
by Sally Walker, Coimbatore and Goldsboro, NC 
USA. Research by R Marimuthu, Coimbatore.  
Published by Zoo Outreach Organisation : 
www.zooreach.org & www.zoosprint.  Sponsored by 
Conservation Breeding Specialist Group, USA. 

The cards contain the different species of 
vultures and their details on the back side.  
After reading the details you can  name the 
vultures by yourself and colour them. 

I grunt and hiss while I feed,
Scaring competition as is my need.

My size is huge and hence my greed 
in filling my stomach, ...
a  large task  indeed !

My colour is pale with white below, and
 black contrasting feathers the better to show

my bare buff head and shaggy ruff,
with pinkish feet like a powder puff.

Mountains are my favourite venue 
as I track cattle to await them on the menu.

Cliffs are where I rest and nest but
breeding in mountains is what I do best.

Himalayan griffon vulture
Gyps himalayensis 

Size: 45-50 inches
Range: Himalaya - Central Asia
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Because I prefer southern Indian culture
I am sometimes called a Pondicherry vulture.

Despite my imposing size 
And dramatic colouration

I am too shy to be a threat, 
... except in your imagination

When you consider my glossy, large, black frame
Topped off by my handsome, bright, red head

It seems to me the greatest shame
To waste my charms on the dead.

Red-headed vulture
Sarcogyps calvus

Also known as: Pondicherry vulture, 
Indian black vulture and King vulture

Size: 29–31 inches
Range: South – Central Asia

Have you heard of the famous white vulture?

The smallest scavenger in Afro–Asian culture

My claim to fame is using a tool

to break eggs, throwing rocks on them as a rule.

However…. my nice colour and 

intellectual frequency does not compensate 
for my putrid palate, which transcends 

all standards of decency.

Egyptian vulture
Neophron percnopterus

Also known as: Pharoe’s chicken or 
White scavenger vulture

Size: 22–25 inches
Range: Europe, Africa, Asia,

India (NorthWest), and Canary Islands
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Alas, I am one very ugly bird
And for my social standing there is 

hardly a word

Dark grey on darker grey with a 
wispy white ruff

On my thin, scrubby neck, life is very tough.

They call me (wrongly) the Bengal Vulture
Because I was Scientifically named 

within that culture.

Indian white-backed vulture
Gyps bengalensis

Also known as: Oriental white-backed vulture or 
White-rumped vulture

Size: 30 inches
Range: India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Myanmar

I am a large Asian Lammergeyer
But please be assured you have 

nothing to fear.

Aside from being shy and having few vices 
I am also plagued by an indentity crisis!

The zoologists, you see, who decide 
on what is legal can’t make up their minds 

if I’m a vulture or an eagle!

Bearded vulture
Gypaetus barbatus

Also known as: Lammergeier
Size: 39-42 inches

Range: Mountains of southern Europe, 
Islands of Mediterranean and Asia minor. 
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I am a large brown, yellow-billed raptor 
Having more colour contrasts, 

your attention to capture !

My wings are broad, head small,
Neck long, tail short, appearance tall ! 

I live on ledges of cliffs and buildings also 

with my cousins and peers;

my voice is quieter than some vultures 
in respect of your ears.

Indian long-billed vulture
Gyps indicus

Also known as: Indian griffon
Size: 32-36 inches

Range: India and Pakistan

I am a huge brown handsome bird 
Particularly in flight from underneath

So many colours - nearly absurd

I frequent mountains, plains, semi desert
Soaring high in the air searching food,

usually with other birds.

Eurasian griffon 
Gyps fulvus

Also known as: Eurasian griffon vulture 
or Griffon vulture
Size: 37-48 inches

Range: Africa, Asia and Europe
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Whatever to say about me ?
One look at my wingspan reveals my greatness - I am wild 

and free.   

Slender-billed vulture
Gyps tenuirostris 

Size: 32-38 inches
Range: Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Lao People's 

Democratic Republic, 
Myanmar and Nepal.

I am the largest bird of prey in the world 
Thus my status is not less than an Earl !
I am covered in colours of brown & black

Which is great camouflage in point of fact.

Himalayan Griffon Vulture is not in any way my kin,But our longish 
necks seem to come from the same bin !

You can see me alone or on a date 
with another Old World Vulture… it is our fate.

If you see me in the sky just heed my cautious words: 
"I am one of the world's heaviest flying birds!" 

(SPLAT !  you don't want THAT! )

Cinereous vulture
Aegypius monachus

Also known as: Black vulture 
or Eurasian black vulture

Size: 39-43 inches
Range: Asia and Europe
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Click here to download ABC of Indian Butterflies colouring book 

Click here to download ABC of Indian Insects colouring book
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